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1. Airplane spin 
2. Arm.drag 
3. Arm lock 
4. Asian spike 
5. Alomic drop 
6. Bear hug 
7 Bite 
8. Body slam 
9, Body tackle 
10) Bulldog 
Chicken wing 
Choke slam 
Claw. 
. Clothesline 
Cross body block 
. Double axehandle 
Drop kick 
Eagle split 
Elbow smash 
Eye gouge 


Abdominal stretch 

. Avalanche 

. Backbreaker 
Backroll press 

. Belly to belly 
Big splash 
Boston crab 
Brain buster 
Camel clutch 

70. Cobra clutch 


. Face rake 
. Fireman's carry ram 
. Flying body press 
4. Flying clothesline 
. Flying drop kick 
. Flying elbow drop 
. Flying head butt 
Flying mare 
. Forearm smash 
Foreign object 
. Full nelson 
. Giant swing 
Grapevine 
Hair pull 
35, Hammer lock 
36. Head lock 
37, Head stomp 
38. Hip roll 
39, Irish whip 
40. Knee drop 


71, Cradle 

72, Crucifix 

73, DDT 

74. Figure four 
75. Flying leg drop 
76, Gourd buster 
77. Hurricanrana 
78. Moonsault 

79. Neckbreaker 
80. Piledriver 


Dream up your very own professional wrestler and 
manage his career. Compete for the World Title every 
three weeks and win a championship belt, engraved 
plaque, or other prizes! 


Don’t get scammed by imitators that will take your 
money and run — the IWA created play-by-mail 
wrestling in 1985 and has been going strong 
ever since. Our prizes are better, our service is 
better, and our prices are even lower than 
when we started! 


No one has the competition we do. 
Choose from over 8,000 oppo- 
nents in more than 60 leagues, 
managed by people from all over 
the world. Those managers 
have included movie stars and 
professional wrestlers, like 
everyone’s favorite superhero, 
Shane “Hurricane” Helms! 


Use this coupon to create 
your imaginary wrestler. 
Send it with $3 for your first 
ten matches to: 


IWA CHALLENGE 
BOK 5275 
WILLOWICK, OH 44095 


. Leg lock 

. Leg sweep 

. Manager interference 
, Monkey flip 

. Overhead toss 

. Pole ram 

. Reverse chin lock 


44 
42 
43 
44 
45 YOUR NAME (PRINT NEATLY) 
46 
47. 
48. Rolling scissors STREET ADDRESS 
49, Rope burn 
50, Russian sickle 
51. Savate kick 
52. Scissors grip CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE 
53. Shoulder breaker 
54, Slingshot ? 
55. Snap mare . 
56. Step-over toe hold WRESTLER'S NAME (DO NOT USE ANY REAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES) 
57. Suplex 
eet  iatete a WEAR-DOWN HOLDS: Choose 10 of the holds at the left numbered 1-60. Only use a hold once. 
60. Wrist lock ; 
2 3 4 5 


ee 


81. Power bomb 

82. Power slam Rt > : 
83, Scorpion deathlock 

84, Sleeper SET-UP HOLDS: Choose 5 of the holds at the left numbered 61-90. Only use a hold once. 
85. Slingshot suplex ; 

86. Spine buster 

87 Stunner 1 ——S——. 2 —- 3 Sr 4 = 
88, Sunset flip 

89. Superplex 

90. Texas cloverleaf FINISHING HOLD: Create your own custom final maneuver or choose a hold from our list. 


2004), we asked the editors to think back through the PW/ years and list their 

favorite matches. Some editors had to ponder long and hard. | did not. My choice 
was Tiger Mask vs. Dynamite Kid, held on August 30, 1982, at New York’s Madison 
Square Garden. | was there. | remember my reaction to it and those of my fellow fans. 
| remember that the match was great. The only thing | didn’t remember was, well, the 
match itself. 

Unfortunately, the match has not been released on any of the numerous WWE 
DVD collections, nor has it been made available on WWE's ambitious 24/7 service. 
Honestly, | hadn't been going out of my way to try to find it, but in doing some on-line 
research while editing our “Wrestling Observer Hall Of Fame” feature on Tiger Mask 
for this issue, | stumbled upon a treasure: The Tiger Mask vs. Dynamite Kid match. In 
fact, several of them are available for free on youtube.com. 

I'm sure, to many of you, this is not a revelation. To me, however, youtube is virgin 
territory. Nobody ever told me that | could see such classics as Buddy Rogers vs. 
Johnny Valentine or Bruno Sammartino vs. Freddie Blassie or Lou Thesz vs. Antonino 
Rocca for free on my computer. And there’s so much more. How about the Japanese 
feed of Andre the Giant vs. Hulk Hogan at Shea Stadium in 1980? Or Bruno 
Sammartino being interviewed in the ring through an interpreter just belore the open- 
ing bell of his 1967 match in Tokyo against Baba the Giant? 

But it was Tiger Mask vs. Dynamite Kid that interested me the most. With a click I'd 
be able to relive that glorious moment. What a magnificent opportunity! | was all ready 
to go, mouse in hand, when suddenly it occurred to me that | might be making a big 
mistake. Maybe the match wasn’t as great as | remembered it. Maybe | had built it up 
in my own mind over the course of nearly a quarter-century and it really wasn’t a big 
deal after all. Maybe I'd be better off living with the illusion. 

Ah, what the hell. | clicked on the start arrow and, for the next 8% minutes, | found 
myself in wrestling heaven. The match was every bit as great as | remember, maybe 
better. Both Tiger Mask and Dynamite were known commodities in Japan, but, in the 
days before the Internet and tape-trading, they were completely unknown in the U.S. 
The man with the pointed-ear mask wore the WWF junior heavyweight title belt, and 
Japanese photographers crowded around ringside, so we knew who the attraction 
was. We assumed that the opponent was just someone to make the star look good, 
sort of like the Washington Generals did for the Harlem Globetrotters. Well, Dynamite 
Kid was no Red Klotz. He was every bit as sensational as Tiger Mask, which caught 
everybody by surprise, except for Tiger Mask himself.The contest was unlike any- 
thing American fans had seen to that point. The aerial moves performed by both men 
have been copied by many of today’s wrestlers, but to see them performed in an era 
when a flying dropkick was the benchmark for spectacular wrestling was simply 
astonishing to the New York crowd. 

| won't tell you more. Link to this url and see the match for yourself: 
http://youtube.com/watch?v=Gjw6NgdoWeg. 

Once you do, you'll want to check out the other matches between the two ... and 
Valentine vs. Rogers ... and Thesz vs. Rocca ... and, well, just keep putting names in 
the search field and have a blast! 
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contents 


PRESS CONFERENCE: RANDY ORTON 
Randy Orton tells the PW// staff that there’s no such thing as 
friends when a title’s on the line, what he learned from 
Triple-H, and why Batista has fizzled out 


HOLLYWOOD ENDING: CENA’S PUMPED 

FOR A YEAR OF WRESTLING ONLY 

Juggling a major motion picture, a big time commercial 
deal, and a title reign have kept John Cena from really 
excelling on Raw. But now, with those aspirations out of 
the way, he has nothing to focus on but improving him 
game and giving fans what they've been waiting for 


TRADING PLACES: HOW BOOKER BECAME 

BATISTA... AND HOW BATISTA BECAME BOOKER! 
Recent events have caused Batista to lead the life that was 
meant for Booker T ... and for Booker T to lead the life that 
was meant for Batista. Smackdown has turned into a Freaky 
Friday! 


HARDCORE TO THE EXTREME: 

HOLLY FINALLY EARNS HIS NAME 
Since his 1990 debut, Bob Holly has been on a mission to 
prove just how tough he really is, but his number of hospi- 
talizations and scars weren’t enough to convince fans. It 
took the resurrection of ECW to finally show everyone why 
his name is “Hardcore Holly” 


HEAVEN HELP US IF HISTORY REPEATS... 

HIS ANGLE WILL STING TNA! 
The similarities between TNA’s 2006 Bound for Glory and 
WCW’s Starrcade 1997 are unmistakable, causing fans to 
wonder if TNA will suffer the same fate as WCW or if TNA is 
smart enough to learn from the mistakes of its predecessor 


COVER PHOTOS: 
John Cena by Matt Roberts 
Sting-Jarrett by Lee South/TNA Wrestling 


COVER DESIGN: 
David Romanosky 
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LOOK FOR THE MARCH 2007 DOUBLE-ISSUE 
OF PWI, ON SALE JANUARY 23 
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departments 


3 FROM THE DESK OF ... Stu Saks 


Our publisher discovers youtube.com 


6 BEFORE THE BELL 
Controversy Creates Cash review, “Internet Insider,” 
“Bizarro 12 Questions,” a PG-13 “Caption Me!" and more! 
10 RINGSIDE with Bill Meltzer 
JBL causes more trouble, Big Show recovers from injuries, 
Cpl. Kirchner lives, and “Jumpin’” Joey Maggs dies at 37 


16 INFOCUS by Dave Lenker 
Jarrett takes a break—and a hint 
18 OFF THE TOP ROPE with Brandi Mankiewicz 


Our “Queen” takes a peek inside her mailbox 


42 THE BUSINESS PAGE by Frank Ingiosi 

Major business stories, stock watch, plus a full ratings rundown 
4G THE TRADE'S MARK by Frank Ingiosi 

ECW runs the risk of realizing the same fate as 

Heat Vision And Jack and Poochinski 


4 WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Harry Burkett 
Where have all the managers gone? 
5Q THE STRAIGHT SHOOTER by Dan Murphy 
This columnist loses faith in “the next NWA champion” 
2 12 QUESTIONS WITH... THE KINGS OF WRESTLING 


Hero and Castagnoli answer 11 of them 


4 THE WRESTLING OBSERVER HALL OF FAME 
A Japanese cartoon character makes a lasting 
impression on the wrestling industry 

56 INDEPENDENT ROUNDUP by Al Alven 
What's heen going on at the smaller shows of late 

5 THEINTERNATIONAL REPORT by Mike Spillane 
Masa Chono and Hiroyoshi Tenzan become rivals; The Great 
Sasuke puts his mask on the line; AAA loses its founder. 


60 ARENA REPORTS 


Results from around the world, plus our “Spotlight” card 


GG PWICLASSic (March 1983) 
“Showdown In Charlotte: Roddy Piper's 
Title Match With Ric Flair Ends In Chaos!” 
7Q BETWEEN FALLS 
A fan applies for Tracie Brooks’ job; Lita teases 
fans some more; “Hot Rod” loses his hotness 
72 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
Rankings for Raw, Smackdown, tag teams, 
TNA, OVW, and more! 
74 DRAWING BLOOD 


The odd but entertaining perspective of Jason “Mr. J” Conlan 


He was one of the most reviled personalities in profes- 
sional wrestling’s boom of the 1990s. He was viewed as 
a talent thief with a large ATM at his disposal, a man with 
no appreciation for the history of the business, and the 
person responsible for destroying 
WCW. Eric Bischoff. The mere 
mention of his name elicits 
responses from fans, wrestlers, 
and promoters throughout the 
wrestling world. He has never told 
his side of the story. That is, until 
now. 

With Controversy Creates 
Cash, Bischoff attempts to set the 
record straight on the rumors 
about his background, his busi- 
ness dealings, and his involve- 
ment in three of wrestling’s big- 
gest promotions, the AWA, 
WCW, and WWE. The book, co- 
written with Jeremy Roberts, is a 
fascinating look into the story 
behind the rise and fall of World 
Championship Wrestling. With 
details of corporate power plays 
in WCW’'s parent company, Tur- 
ner Broadcasting, Bischoff can- 
didly reflects on what it was like to be the head of the 
company that dominated most of the Monday Night War 
era. This emphasis on the corporate politics at TBS adds 
a depth to this book that transcends wrestling. It’s a valu- 
able resource for anyone looking to break in to television 
in a corporate environment. 

On WWE programming in recent months, Bischoff 
promoted his book as a pull-no-punches look at his 
peers. As a result, many people expected a gossip-filled 
rant against people such as Verne Gagne, Jim Ross, Ric 
Flair, Steve Austin, and others. While Bischoff does 
address his issues with those individuals, they are not 
nearly as angry or bitter as they were portrayed to be. In 
fact, on almost every count, Bischoff goes to great 
lengths to describe how he has made amends with those 
he had angered while president of WCW. On the other 


wits JEREMY 
ROBERTS 
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Compiled by James Guttman 


hand, he doesn’t seem to care about making amends 
with his former TBS bosses. 

Not surprisingly, the book lacks balance when it 
comes to who was responsible for WCW’s success. 
Bischoff takes a lot of credit, as one would expect, for the 
heights wrestling reached in the 1990s. More question- 
able is Bischoff's assertion that Monday Nitro developed 
the backstage vignette, which influenced reality-TV. 
Vince McMahon would argue that 
Monday Night Raw was the first to 
make that a staple of wrestling pro- 
gramming. Bischoff also states 
that he introduced the lucha libre 
style to the U.S., but Paul Heyman 
would take issue with that. 

One group of people Bischoff 
does go out of his way to attack, 
however, is the “insider” press. He 
insults newsletter and Internet 
reporters, and curses their work. 
This is not without reason, of 
course. They were the ones pri- 
marily responsible for the reporting 
that helped create Bischoff's nega- 
tive public image. 

It would have been interesting if 
Bischoff had spent more time on 
the controversial incidents and run- 
ins he had with people such as 
Raven and The Ultimate Warrior, 

' : as well as the coffee-throwing 
encounter with Eddie Guerrero. While he very briefly 
touches on the latter, there is no mention of the others. 
There are also a few typos in the book (a couple of mis- 
spelled wrestler names, and an incorrect caption identify- 
ing Sherri Martel as Missy Hyatt). These, however, do not 
detract from the story he is telling. 

Ultimately, for wrestling fans who remember the great- 
ness of the Monday Night War or the AWA, this book is a 
must read. 

We give it 3% out of five suplexes. 

—dJake Black 
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10. Psicosis released from WWE after 
being arrested for stealing a car in Mexico. 


9. Dave Taylor joins WWE 
and then suffers an immediate 
injury. 


8. WWE’s Smackdown vs. 
Raw 2007 video game hits 
shelves. 


7. Sting gets a new look in 
TNA and finally dethrones Jeff 
Jarrett. 


6. On The Howard Stern 
Show, Chris Kanyon and Ric 


Telnet inser 


The following news items were culled from various 
wrestling-related websites—or were they? See if you 
can pick out the two that were actually 
reported on the Internet (which doesn’t 
necessarily mean that they are true) and 
the two that we blatantly made up. The 
answer appears at the end of the column 
on page 9. 

1. Former Fabulous Freebird member 
Jimmy “Jam” Garvin joined WWE’s cre- 
ative team for less than two weeks recent- 
ly. Garvin’s former partner, Michael “P.S.” 
Hayes, has been a part of WWE's back- 
stage team for some time. Many in the 
business were surprised over the decision 
to hire Garvin. However, it was his quick 
departure that turned most heads. 

2. Torrie Wilson announced on her 
MySpace page that she and husband Billy 
Kidman are getting divorced. Torrie 
addressed her fans directly and asked 
people to respect her privacy in the matter. 


Flair debate Kanyon’s allegation that WWE 
fired him for being gay. 


5. WWE reports that Cpl. Kirschner had 
died ... but he didn’t. 


4. Umaga beats up Jackass stars Steve- 
O and Chris Pontius on Raw. 


3. Kurt Angle pledges undy- 
ing loyalty to TNA and undy- 
ing aggression toward Samoa 
Joe. 


2. John Cena’s The Marine 
opens in sixth place for its 
opening weekend. 


1. Kevin Federline appears 
on Raw. 


The Internet picked up on the story and many sites ran 
with it. However, mere hours later, the statement was no 
longer available online. Many were left wondering if it 
had been accurate. 

3. Shane McMahon is looking to branch WWE into a 
new direction. Shane has negotiated a deal with Adidas 
to market sneakers featuring World 
Wrestling Entertainment stars. In an 
online press conference, “Shane 
O’Mac” marketed his new “kicks” and 
unveiled plans for future footwear 
featuring Kane, Umaga, De- 
Generation X, King Booker, and 
Finlay. 

4. Former AWA World champion 
and WWF tag team champion Rick 
Martel has announced that he will be 
starting a singing career. The former 
Strike Force member said his first 
CD will be released by Sony and fea- 
tures a mix of both English and 
French lyrics. Titled “Arrogance Ever 
After,” Martel’s debut effort is being 
marketed as “a cross between clas- 
sic and contemporary, with all the 
adrenaline of a dropkick to the face.” 
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Bizarro 12 Questions with ... Johnny Nitro 


“Thanks for keeping me around. It’s nice being 
popular again. It’s amazing what being dead does 
for you. | thought my career was dead.” 

—Cpl. Michael Kirschner, referring to WWE’s 


false report of his death in a statement to Slam! 
Wrestling 


“| believe that the essence of this business is to 
truly sit down and enjoy the ride and take things for 
what they’re worth. We’ve been a Shakespeare-for- 
the-masses thing for many years. People get enjoy- 
ment from good vs. evil, although we have blurred 
that line at times. They are perceived as athletic con- 
tests, but people relate to different characters, and 
conflict is the essence of the business ... | don’t 
know how far back the curtain will be pulled or the 
manner, but it will be done with the viewer in a way 
that can still capture the essence of what we’re trying 
to do because we’re still a very compelling form of 
entertainment.” 

—Jeff Jarrett, predicting where the industry will go 
next, in an interview on wrestlingobserver.com 


“| quit before | was released, you know. | just 
quit caring ... | hated going to work. Everyone was 
like, ‘Why don’t you just quit?’ I’m like, ‘I can’t! ’'m 
under contract.’ | really don’t know how that goes 
with the laws. So, whenever | got released, | called 


Gail [Kim] and was like, ‘Gail, I'm free!” 
—Nidia, speaking about her WWE release in an 
interview with worldwrestlinginsanity.com 


“That was the great- 
est experience of my 
life. 
4%. years and l’ve 
never felt the electricity 
like that in my life. Just 
feeling how loud the 
crowd was and then we 

# put together some of 
the best matches back- 
to-back-to-back. There 

/ was so much excite- 
ment when Sting came 
out. The electricity 

when Kurt Angle came out—it’s almost hard to 
put into words.” 

—Don West, describing Bound for Glory on 
tnawrestling.com 


December's Best 


~ ~ 
can ~ 


l’ve been here for 


Caption me! 


Think you're a better writer than the editors at 
PWI? Here’s your chance to prove it, punk! This 
shot of Rob Van Dam teetering atop a spring 
horse on a child’s playground demands a short, 
concise, and downright uproarious caption. If 
you think you're up to the task, e-mail your zany 
quips to prowresilingillustrated@yahoo.com, or 
slap a stamp on an envelope and snail-mail it to 
“Caption Me!” Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 
19034. Three issues from now, we'll share with 
you the best of the bunch. Not very challenging 
you say? You try making RVD laugh while chal- 
lenging his manhood and not suffering a “Five- 
Star Frogsplash” as a result. 


“Do you think this mustache makes me look like a 


sissy? Oh, make sure you get my badass Mickey 


"| Mouse patch in the picture.” 


—Franklyn Vincent, Detroit, Ml 


Cryme Tyme before Tyme. 
—Denise Carter, Stony Plain, Alberta 


“The winners of the hubcap toss at this year’s 


Hobo Olympics.” 


—Frank G. Lloyd Jr., Richwood, WV 


“K-Fed’s posse, The Mouseketeers, declare war 


against John Cena.” 


Items 3 and 4 are totally made up. 


—Denise Carter, Stony Plain, Alberta 


“| got 99 problems and street cred ain’t one.” 
—Thomas Foley, Chittenango, NY 


Wer eth 
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spats ever between a WWE 

wrestler and a member of man- 
agement, John Bradshaw Layfield 
has emerged the clear victor in a 
war of words with now-former pro- 
ducer and road agent Tully 
Blanchard. The former Four Horse- 
men member recently joined WWE 
in a key backstage role and almost 
immediately butted heads with 
Layfield. JBL, who claims Blanchard 
mistreated him when he first broke 
into the wrestling business, report- 
edly went public with an anti- 
Blanchard tirade. 
According to witnesses, Layfield 


[: ONE OF the nastiest public 


ot)" : : 
eee i 


Whenever a backstage controversy erupts in WWE, 
there’s a good chance that John Bradshaw Layfield is 
involved in it (above). This time, Layfield went into a 
loud diatribe against road agent Tully Blanchard (above 


with Bill Meltzer 


called his fellow Texan a drug addict 
and a hypocrite who used religion to 
make money. That was a reference 
to Blanchard’s well-publicized sub- 


stance abuse issue in 
the 1980s and early- 
1990s and his subse- 
quent Christian conver- 
sion. Blanchard, who has 
yet to give his side of the 
confrontation to the 


right) in front of other wrestlers. Soon after, Blanchard— 


citing Layfield’s outburst as one of his reasons— wrestling media, 


resigned from the company. 


10 a PWia 


re- 
signed from his position 


with WWE rather than attempt to 
make peace with Layfield. 

Blanchard had just replaced Jim 
Garvin, who quit after just one week 
with the company. The current buzz 
is that another tough Texan, Barry 
Windham, will be the latest to be 
offered the job. Meanwhile, Ted 
DiBiase has also left WWE as a 
road agent, saying he prefers to 
work with his evangelical ministry. 
He departed on good terms. 

Rumors that ECW may be in 
trouble have run rampant ever since 
WWE executives decided to cancel 
all ECW house shows as of the end 
of November. All mentions of the 
events have been re- 
moved from wwe.com and 
} ecw.com without explana- 
tion. Wrestlers who have 
| been appearing at ECW 
house shows will be work- 
ing on either Raw or 
Smackdown live events. 

The Big Show will not 
be one of them, however. 
Show needs to take time 
off to rest numerous nag- 
ging injuries and reported- 
ly intends to leave WWE 
when his current contract 
ends. It is not known at 
this time whether the 
planned WrestleMania 23 
match between Show and 
Hulk Hogan will still hap- 
} pen. 

Ric Flair has added yet 
another title to his extraor- 
dinary resumé. Flair be- 
came a three-time co- 
holder of the Raw World 
tag team title at Cyber 
Sunday, when he teamed 
with Roddy Piper to 
defeat The Spirit Squad. 
~ The 57-year-old Flair and 
53-year-old Piper are the oldest tag 
team champions in the company’s 
history. Piper, who teamed and 
feuded with Flair in the Mid-Atlantic 
during in the early-1980s (see “PW/ 
Classic,” page 66), won an online 
fan vote to be Flair’s partner at the 
event, beating out Dusty Rhodes 
and Sgt. Slaughter. 


At a recent Raw taping in 
Columbus, several members of the 
Ohio State football team sat at ring- 
side, including ; 
son of . Con- 
sidering his bloodline, isn’t it only a 
matter before this kid launches a 
wrestling career? 

TNA has wasted no time in 
launching what it hopes to be a 
moneymaking feud between 

and . In an interest- 
ing twist on Impact, Joe used 
Angle’s own finishing hold, the 
anklelock, against him before releas- 
ing the hold and locking in the koki- 
na clutch. This is certainly a dream 
match that no one saw coming. 

As TNA lobbies Spike TV 
to expand /mpact from one 
hour to two, the booking 
committee of f 

, and 
continue to com- 
press storylines into tiny 
bite-sized segments. The 
most extreme example to 
date: Within the course of 
six minutes, X champion 
turned heel on 
and demanded 
a title shot. The match aired 
immediately thereafter and, 
after a four-minute bout, 
Styles beat Sabin. Then, 
just before we went to 
press, 
defeated Styles and Sabin 
in a three-way bout for the 
championship. 

NWA World champion 

received complaints 
after calling Jeff Jarrett “a 
cancer” on wrestling ina 
number of televised inter- 
views. Sting has publicly 


apologized for invoking the motes JSS 


a A 
cies 


Chris Sabin’s incredible offensive move set, such as this high-elevation dropkick against 
Senshi, has always garnered attention in the X division. Now Sabin, who lost the X title to A.J. 


name of the disease in con- 
junction with a wrestling 
angle. The P.C. police strike 
again! 

On a recent radio pro- 
gram, 
spoke out about the circum- 
stances leading to his 
release from WWE, denying 


traveling with an underage boy. 
Jordan, who is openly bisexual, also 
deflected ’s allega- 
tions that WWE has an anti-gay bias 
in its employment practices. He also 
denied that WWE forces its African- 
American wrestlers to adopt degrad- 
ing gimmicks. According to Jordan, 
WWE Creative never forced him to 
do anything that made him uncom- 
fortable and that being made to look 
foolish at times is just part of the 
business, especially in WWE. 
Tickets for WrestleMania 23 are 
already on sale. The biggest date on 
the WWE calendar, the next 
WrestleMania will be held at Ford 
Field in Detroit. Ticket prices range 


== 
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from $750 for a ringside seat to a 
sliding scale of $250, $150, $100, 
$75, $45, and $30 for other vantage 
points around the venue. 
While on the subject of dollars 
and cents, announcer 
signed a short-term contract while 
continuing to negotiate a new long- 
term deal. Like Ross, ECW’s 
is working under a short- 
term deal. 
In the early-1980s, there were 
erroneous reports of the death of 
. The rumors 
were so widespread that 
authored a poignant 
newspaper eulogy of the very much 
alive Graham. History repeated itself 


& 
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rumors that he was fired for Styles shortly after winning it from Senshi, is resorting to heel tactics to advance his career. 
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Sputnik Monroe enjoyed a 
successful career, most 


notably-in Texas ‘and Florida, 
in the 1960s and ’70s. He 
also receives credit for tak- 
ing quiet yet firm stands 
against segregation in the 
South. Monroe passed away 
in November at age 77. 


recently as wwe.com posted a 
report on the death of 1980s’ star 
Cpl. Kirchner, which then circulated 
throughout the world. 

The news came as a shock to 
Mike Kirschner himself. Now a truck 
driver, Kirschner was driving through 
WWE?’s home state of Connecticut 
when he learned of his passing. 
Kirschner’s mother contacted, WWE, 
and the news item was removed 
without a retraction or apology. 
Kirchner released this statement: 
“I’m still alive and well, and give 
thanks for everybody's concern. I’m 


12 a PWia 


stand against racial 


doing well, and I’m happy, and life is 
good.” The deceased is actually a 
man named Thomas Spear, who 
wrestled in Japan briefly under the 
name Leatherface, causing the 
confusion. After leaving the WWF, 
Kirschner had appeared as Leather- 
face in Japan. 

Sputnik Monroe passed away 
early on the morning of November 3 
at age 77. Monroe (whose real 
name was Rocco Monroe Brum- 
baugh) had retired to Florida after a 
long and successful ring career. He 
got his start in wrestling’s carnival 
era, traveling the Midwest and the 
Great Plains before heading for 
Texas and Georgia, among other 
hotbeds. Monroe was a top heel for 


# years in the Funk family’s Amarillo 


territory during the late-1960s and 
early-1970s. In fact, 
Terry Funk faced 
Monroe in his 1965 
debut. Monroe also 
had great matches 
with Dory Funk Sr., 
Dory Funk Jr., 
Ricky Romero, Tok- 
yo Tom, “Iron” Mike 
DiBiase, The Sheik, 
Nelson Royal, and 
Fritz Von Erich. 

An interesting and 
inspiring part of 
Monroe’s_ colorful 
legacy is that “The 
Sweet Man’ was one 
of the first wrestlers— 
or athletes in any 
realm—to take a 


segregation. He was 
one of the first Cauc- 
asian wrestlers to 
partner with an Af- 
rican-American grap- 
pler, teaming with 
Norville Austin. Later, 
while wrestling in the 
Houston area before 
the end of segrega- 
tion, Monroe refused 
to work a show un- 
less African-Amer- 
ican fans were al- 
lowed to sit in any 


section of the stands, rather than the 
“Coloreds Only” section. 

“Jumpin” Joey Maggs passed 
away at age 37 on October 14. 
Maggs (whose real name was 
Joseph Magliano) was best known 
as a mid-card wrestler in WCW, first 
appearing on TBS in 1991 and com- 
peting in WCW until 1998. A native 
of Wildwood, New Jersey, Maggs 
made his pro wrestling debut in 
1987 at the age of 18. Maggs took 
part in the inaugural WCW light 
heavyweight title tournament in 1991 
and later formed a tag team with 
Johnny Rich called The Creatures. 
His final WCW television appear- 
ance, a loss to Bill Goldberg, aired 
on Valentine’s Day 1998. As of 
press time, the cause of death wa 


unknown. oO 


——— 


Joey Maggs’ face should be recognizable to frequent view- 
ers of WCW television in the 1990s. His win-loss record 
wasn’t that spectacular, considering he was matched 
against heavyweights most of the time, but he was a talent- 
ed light heavyweight wrestler. Sadly, Maggs was only 37 
years old when he died in October. 
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WrestlingSuperstore.com | 
5 Murad st. #2p, Cranston RI 02920 ; 
Phone: 1-401-946-5720 

Fax: 1-401-946-8492 


D CASH. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: FIGURES TOY 
) ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER 


68 PAGE FULL-COLOR 
WRESTLING CATALOG: 


ING WITH PAYMENT. 30 DAY 


SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 
+ INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


(ADD $40.00 S/H PER TOTAL ORDER) 


=a “Spinning” Championship Belt 
P = P Center oe Spins 


.—— 


Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Ri 


ica Kid-Size Mini 
(WWEB27) $349.00 (WWEDB2 B) $499.00 (WWEBK27) $199.00 (WWEMIN 


Ultra-Deluxe Replica 
(WWEUDB17) $499.00 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB16) $249.00 
Kid-Size Replica 
(WWEBK16) $119.00 


Adult-Size Replica 
}(WWEB17) $249.00 

Kid-Size Replica 

(WWEBK17) $119.00 


Deluxe Replica |:kurt Ang 
(WWEDB17) $399.00 
Mini Replica 
(WWEMINI17) $35.00 ¥4, Winged Eagle 
World Champion 


Deluxe Replica Ultra-Deluxe Replica _Kid-Size Replica 
$269.00 (WWEDB12) $399.00 (WWEUDB12) $599.00 (WWEKB12) $119.00 


e tS $599.00 


each 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB12) 


jokin’ Skull 
IWWE United States (WWEUDB19) Champion 
WWE Intercontinental (WWEUDB18) 
WWE Attitude (WWEUDB20) 
WWE Smoking Skull (WWEUDB15) 
WWE 1986 World Championship (WWEUDB32) 


WWE Winged Eagle (WWEUDB30) 

WWE Classic Intercontinental (WWEUDB31) 
WCW Classic Hea tight (WCWUDBS8) 
WCW United States (WCWUDB3) 

ECW Heavyweight (ECWUDB1) 


Attitude Edition 
uropean Champion 


Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Replica 
(WWEB18) $249.00 ape $399.00 
id-Size Replica id-Size Replica 
_(WWEMINIT9) $35.00 


q (WWEBK1S) $119. 00 EMINI19) $35.00 _ (WWEBK18) $119.00 (WWEMIN) $35.00 
| Undsmid Cham lonship E Belt 
‘WA.S8 Million Doliar Bett ss YM p 


Se ¥ 


Adult-Size Replica 


Deluxe Replica 
EB19) $249.00 


(WWEDB19) $399.00 
Mini Replica 


It-Size fopace 


Adult-Size Belt Replica $399.00 (WWEDB33) Deluxe Rep Replica 


Personalized Replica Belt Nameplates egaie Bais See 


For vk Adult SIs luxe 
Kid Size ¥, & 


Replica Belts that 
Pal lates, 


jave 


righ Strats © Torre ¥ ‘Wase o Stacy Mink 


Keibler ~ 


(WWEDB11) $399.00 
ica 


Deluxe Acict 
WEDEIS) $399.00 


Mini Rep! 
(WWEMINI16) $35.00 


black strap (WWEB30) 
blue strap (WWEB30B) 
$269.00 each 
Deluxe Replica 
emery $399.00 


Kid-Si. plica 
'EBK30) $119.00 
ini Replica 
(WWEMINI30) $35.00 
Mini Replica (blue strap) 
(WWEMINI30B) $35.00 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB32) $269.00 
Deluxe Replica 
WWEDB32) $399.00 
lini Replica 
(WWEMINI32) $35.00 


Adult-Size Replica 
WWEB20) $249.00 
eluxe Replica 
(WWEDB20) $399.00 
Kid-Size Replica 
(WWEBK20) $119.00 
Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB15) $249.00 


Deluxe ica 
pawepese) $399.00 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB23) $249.00 


Deluxe Replica 
(WWEDB23) $399.00 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB22) $249.00 


Deluxe Replica 
(WWEDees) $399.00 


SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 
United States Shipping: 


(51.00 to $49.99 add $7.00) ($S1,00 to $99.99 add $9.00) 
($100.00 to $199.99 add $13,00) ($200.00 & over add $17.00) 


.00 — $149.00 
Deluxe Replica nl Replica 
(WWEDB25) $399.00 (ww INI25) $60.00 


Cruiserweight Championship Belt 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEBI0) $249.00 
Mg Kid-Size Replica 
(WWEBK10) $119.00 
Deluxe Replica 
(WWEDB10) $399.00 
Mini Replica 
eee $35.00 


= World Tag Team Championship Belt 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB13) $249.00 
Kid-Size Replica 
(WWEBK13) $119.00 


Deluxe Replica 
(WWEDB13) $399.00 
Mini Replica 


Adult-Size Replica with: Kid-Size Replica 
black strap P WEESTW) a EBK31) $119.00 
EB31 ini Replica 


(WWEMINI31B) $35.00 
Mini Replica (yellow strap) 
(WWEMINI31Y) $35.00 


Deluxe Replica 
WWEDB31) $399.00 


ow. Television 
Champion 


Eaw. Tag Team 
Champion 


Cruiserweight /United States Tag 
et es Champions ip Belts Belts 


Cruiserweight (WCWB4) 
Unit 


Wortd ision (WCWDBS5) 


Kid-Size Replica $119.00 
serinciake 


Word 
Workd Te 


Mini-Replica 
fe Sti (WCWIINIs) 


United States (Wi 

Toa fe Team (WCWMINI2) 
ford Heavyweight (WCWMINAI) 

World Heavyweight Ultra Deluxe (WCWUDB1) $499.00 


i) 
ht (WCWBK1) 
(WCWBKS) 


Adult-Size Replica 


Championship 


cision 1991-93 Era Belt 


s 
serine ahd is for. 


(WCWBB) $269.00 


ROBERT JOHNSON) 0 


Adult-size and ies exact-scale repsces 
are made of simulated leather. Each medal- 
lion is made of metal and is 2mm thick. The 
adult-size replica fits up to a 46-inch waist 


lica ia ‘fe Wea ate. 12 genuine leather. All medallions are made of metal | | 
and the kid-size pace Le up to a 34-inch inches long. a ier doe ais enh: 


www. wrestlingsuperstore.com | 


| 
| Deluxe Championshi ly 
inch waist. 
The names of all WWE programming, talent, images, likeness 


" eet he ts see from Fay deluxe belts are full-size. Straps are made of |) 
wer _A SS 
herein are the property of their respective owners. 
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Wrestlin gSuperstore. com 


5 Murad st. A Cranston RI 02920 
Phone: 1-401-946-5720 
Fax: 1-401-946-8492 


Ww. Rey Mysterio“ Replica Masks 


These are exact-scale replicas molded from Rey Mysterio's actual mask. 


<< 


wwe faye 1 ASKKIDO2 


urple) 
WWEREYMASKRIDOS 


Black (WWEREPLICAMASKO3) 
Silver (WWEREPLICAMASKO4) 
Red (WWEREPLICAMASK( 

White (WWEREPLICAMASK06) 
Yellow (WWEREPLICAMASKO7) 


Red &Green (WWEREPLICAMASK12) 


Baby Blue 


Dark Green 


Navy Blue 
Maroon 
Pink 


(WWEREPLICAMASK21) 
(WWEREPLICAMASK22} 
(WWEREPLICAMASK23) 
(WWEREPLICAMASK24) 
(WWEREPLICAMASK25) 


Red Snakeskin (WWEREPLICAMASK26) 


Parrot Green 


EREPLICAMASK28) 


. wae 
Fire Engine Red (WWEREPLICAMASK27) 


Wrastieiara® 21 


(WWEREPLICAMASK! 5) 


WWEREYMASKRIDOS 


Exclusive Wrestlingsuperstore.com Jakks Action Figure Belts 


Women's Championship Belt WWEJMBIO 


United States Championship “Spinning” Belt 
WWEJMBOS 


VW. Cruiserweight Championship Belt 


WWEIMBOO 


IMAGE COMING SOGH 


We have the largest Jakks selection dating back to 1996 


gt 


‘The Great Americas Basbt PPY Series 6 
Torrie Wilson (WWEJO04S0) 


SummerSlam PP% Series 7 
Edge (WWEJO0322) | $15.00 cach 
JBL (WWEJOO234) $15.00 cach 
Trish Stratus (WWEJOO325) 


PPT Series $ The Setere Of FCW 
Pas Heyman (WWEJ00337} 
Tomeny Dreamer (WWEJO0338) 
Rob Van Duss (WWEJOG39) 
Bubba Ray Dudes (WWEJOOS40) 
D-Voa Dudley (WWEJOOMI) 
Tare (WWESOOM2) 

Steve Austio (WWEJO0343) 
Kurt Angle (WWESOUS3) 

Eric Bischof (WWEJOO345) 

Tajeri (WWEJO0346) 

JBL. (WWEJOOS) 


Classic Superstars Series | 
British Bulldog (WWEJOOSO0) 
Andre The Giaat (WWEJOOSO2) 
Dee Muraco (WWEJ00S06) 
Uttimate Warrior (WWEJ00507) 


Classic Superstars Series 8 
Bob Ortos Jr. (WWEJ00513) 
Freddie Blassie (WWEJOOS14) 
jest Lawler (WWEJOOIS) 

Brasier Brody (WWEJ00516) 
hit Jay Strongbow (WWEJ00S17) 


Vader (WWE 
Wo) (WWEIOOSTE) 


Bam Bam Bigelow (WWEJOOS20) 
Kamala (WWEJO0S22) 

The Godfather (WWEJOOS24) 
Akeem (WWEJO0S26) 

Animal (WWEJ00527) 

Hawk (WWEJ00S28) 

Ric Flair (WWEJ00S29) 


Paul a (WWEJ00802) 
vs Fumaki (WWEJOO403) 
man & 
ach (WWEJOOI04) 
Complete Set of 3 (WWEJOOI05) 


WWEID0414) 
in Grenier & 
Rod Conway (WWEJOO415) 


‘Aérensline 2 Packs Series 16 
John Cena & 

Chris Jericho (WWEJ00428) 
Batista & JBL (WWEJ00429) 


Ruthless Aggressioa™ Sertes 11 
Batista (WWEJOOL38) 
Eugene (WWEJO0140) 


Buthless Aggression” Series 13 
Kurt Angle (WWEJOO170) 
William Regal (WWEJ00I71) 
Roney (WWEJOO1 

Shelton Benjamin (WWEJOOI74) 
(Chavo Guerrero (WWEJO0I75) 


Buthiess Aggression” Series 15 
Mark Jindrak (WWEJOO192) 
Snitsky (WWEJOOL9S) 

The Coach (WWEJ00194) 
Christian (WWEJOOL95) 


@ 


$100 cach 


$20.00 cach 
$20.00 cach 


$20.00 cach 
$20.08 each 


$20.00 cach 
$50.00 set 


$20.00 set 


Real Scale Ring 
$65.00 each 
(WWEIS20) 

Buthiess Aguression™ Series 15.5 
Eric Bisebolt (WWEJO0197) 
Siemon Dean (WWEJOO199) 
Hesdearesch (WWEIOO201) 
Scotty 2 Hetty (WWEJ00202) 


Ruthiess Aggression” Series 16 
Undertaker (WWEJ00208) 


Aulbless Apgressiog™ Series 16.5 
Joho Cena (WWEJ00212) 

Shawn Michael (WWEJ00214) 
Viscera (WWEJO0217) 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 17 
Nunzio (WWEJO0220) 
Hardcore Holly (WWEJ00221) 
Steven Richards (WWEJ00222) 
Ortando Jordan (WWEJO0223) 
Paul Loodon (WWEJOO0224) 
Tajiri (WWEJ00225) 

Complete set of 6 (WWEJO0226) 


Ruthiess Apgression” Series 17.5 
Batista (WWEJ00227) 

Joho Cena (WWE$00228) 

The Hurricane (WWEJOO231) 


Ruthiess Aggression” Series 13 
Rey Mysterio (WWEJO0641) 
Reb Conway (WWEJ00642) 
Randy Orton (WWEJO0643) 
Ken Kennedy (WWEJ00644) 
Chris Benoit (WWEJ00645} 
Kurt Ameke (WWEJ00645) 
Compete set af 6 (WWEJOO6I7) 


Aggression” Series 20 
“yenan (WWEJ006S0) 
cer T (WWEJOOS1) 
Ric Flair (WWEJO0652) 
Tyson Tomko (WWEJO06S3) 
Kid Kash (WWEJ006S4) 
Chris Masters (WWEJOO6S5) 
Complete Set of 6 (WWEJ00656) 


Deluxe” Series 2 

Kane (WWEJOO21) 

Rey Mrsterso (WWEJO0242) 
Undertaker (WWEJOU243} 

Fier (WWEJ00244) 

Carlito (WWES00245) 

Hooker T (WWEJ00246) 
Complete Set of 6 (WWEJOOMT) 


Classic Superstars Series 10 
Rocky Maivia (WWEIOOS31) 

Mr. Perfect (WWEJO0S32) 

Harkey Race (WWEIOOSS3) 

Greg Vasentine (WWEJOOS34) 
Dusty Rhodes (WWEJO0S3S) 
Bruno Sasnmartioo (WWEJ0O05%) 
Sabu (WWEJOOSST} 

Gorilla Monsoon (WWEJ08538) 
Complete set af 8 (WWEIO05I9) 


pinning Championship Belt (WWEBELT23) 


Raw® World Tag Team Championship Belt 
WWWEJMBO4 WWEJMBIL Hardcore Championship Belt (WWEBELT24) 

Million Dollar Championship Belt (WWEBELT25) 
¥ Undisputed Championship Belt (WWEBELTO01) 
¥4 Cruiserweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT02) 

The Rock’s Brahma Bull Belt (WWEBELT07) 
¥. European Championship Belt (WWEBELT11) 
¥ Intercontinental Championship Belt (WWEBELT09) 
W,Light-Heavyweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT12) 
W. World Heavyweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT20) 
¥f Stone Cold Smokin’ Skull Belt (WWEBELTOS ) 

ited States Championship Belt (WWEBELT21) 
smackDown!® ¥é. Tag Team Championship Belt (WWEBELT22) 
¥EClassic Winged Eagle Championship Belt (WWEJAKKSBELT23) 
Intercontinental Championship Belt (WWEJAKKSBELT24) 
Classic Tag Team Championship Belt (WWEBELT10) 


www WRESTLINGSUPERSTORECOM 
PHONE: 1-401-946-9120 
E-mail: FIGING@AOLKcom 


Classic 1986 Heavyweight Championship Belt slr Tag Team Championship Belt (WWEBELT26) 
hi 


Intercontinental Championship Belt WWEJMBO03 


oe to 


Undisputed Heavyweight Championship Belt 
WWEJMB02 


Classic Winged Eagle Championship Belt 
WWEJMBI2 


Classic Intercontinental Championship Belt 
WWEJMBI3 


World Heavyweight Championship United States Championship Belt WWEJMBI4 


Belt 
WWEJMBOL 


Set of any 6 belts WWEJMBO7 $15.00 set 


Set of any 12 belts WWEJMBO0S8 $25.00 set Point Tag Team Championship Belt WWEJMBIS 


~wY 


www. Beacnnmapersto e.com 
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WrestlingSu perstore. com 
5 Murad st, #2p, Cranston Rl 02920 Available in both actual size and in 
Phone: 1 "401 -946- 5720 feet size! Now you cates ae ffl Gang 
Fax: 1-401-946-8492 we, = Soldier Spinine Reon Pendant! This me ict 
t 5 — replica of the pendant worn by Cena on 
Television. The pendant Is adorned with over S00 sess 
faux diamonds and has a three-dimensional spin- 


ning center plate showcasing the Chain Gang 
Soldier logo. The side of the pendant features 


Ww 8x10 Photos Cena’s “You want some, come get some” slogan 
in three-dimensional lettering. The pendant comes 
with a wooden | collector's case. 
Boogeyman (WWEP270) -asi 2 


Randy Orton (collage) (WWEP213) 


: ae. MNM (WWEP272) 

Batista (collage) (WWEP218) 

Torrie Wiksoe (ctutin shot) (ORAESIESTRD Stacy Keibler (Bra & Panties Match) (WWEPO96) [Iter lBsr4s (WWERPO1) BIER co 

Torrie Wilson (black bikni) (WWEPI91) John Cena (studio) (WWEP097) wR (WWVERPKIDO2) ES Ta 

Victoria (studio) (WWEPI35) Miss Jackie (cheerleader) (WWEPO95) 

Trish Stratus (studio shot) (WWEPO18) Kurt Angle (studio) (VEE 

Stacy Keibler (green suit) (WWEPI34) Eddie Guerrero (holding belt) (WWEP092) 

Evolution (new group shot) (WWEPI86) Rob Van Dam (studio) (WWEP087) 

Rey Mysterio (arms crossed) (WWEPO20) Big Show (bald look) (WWEPI63) 

Ric Flair (in robe) (WWEPO25) Chris Benoit (doing Crossface) (WWEPO062) 

Shawn Michaels (slamming Ric Flair) (WWEPO29) Lita (in net shirt) (WWEPO066) 

Chris Jericho (with vest) (WWEP031) Rey Mysterio Rey Mysterio John Cena Carlito John Cena US 
(Mask) (619) ( 


Undertaker (falling on John Cena) (WWEPO35) "] Logo) (Apple) Spinning Pendant 
John Cena (with U.S. Title) (WWEP193) are Photos (WWEPENDANTNS)  (WWEPENDANTO17) (WWEPE NRANTAGTS (w WEP ERDANTS) (WWEPENDANTOS1) 


Shawn Michaels (kneeling) (WWEP170) 


Undertaker (entrance) (WWEPI85) a _ Ww Pendants $15.00 each 

Batista (facing Snitsky) (WWEP201) x La) - Rey Mysterio (spinning) (WWEPENDANTO42} Randy Orton (RKO) (WWEPENDANTO40) 
Rey Mysterio (with car) (WWEPIS7) a Kane mask pendant (WWEPENDANTOI1) Batista (WWEPENDANTO32) 
Kane & Big Show (WWEP279) "feu Cea Rey a Stacy Keibler pendant (WWEPENDANTO0S) HBK (crossed swords) (W¥ l -ENDANTO39) 
JBL (in Limo) (WWEP180) foes X01) (WWEPEXO2) — (WWEPEX03) Trish Stratus logo pendant (WWEPENDANT006) Undertaker (symbol) (WWEPENDANTO35) 


Edge (at entrance) (WWEPI44) 7 Undertaker devil head pendant (WWEPENDANTOI0) Triple H (symbol) (WWEPENDANTO036) 

Batista (holding belt) (WWEP225) , " td Triple H logo pendant (WWEPEND, 013) Cena (Word Life logo) (WWEPENDANT037) 

John Cena (Chain Gang jersey) (WWEP224) { Shawn Michaels HBK pendant (WWEPENDANTO008) Edge (symbol) (WWEPENDANT038) 
te 


John Cena (Word Life Shirt) (WWEP220) Matt Hardy V1 pendant (WWEPENDANTO12) Triple H logo pendant (WWEPE 022) 
Shawn Michaels (collage) (WWEP2I2) oe = Rey Mysterio 619 logo pendant (WWEPENDANTOI7), John Cena (Word Life) (WWEPENDANT025) 
Bobby Lashley (WWEP271) at ameter Grune Rey Mysterio mask pendant (WWEPENDANTOI9) _ Carlito (Apple) (WWEPENDANT049) 


q x x Adult Size - $20.00 each 
~ Autographed 8x10 Photos aed Exclusive T-Shirts Kid'Size- $15.0 each 


L, XL, XXL 


Jerry Lawler (WWFAUTOS) Victoria (WWEAUTO29) ” KIDS: M (10-12), L (14-16), XL (18-20) 
Scotty 2 Hotty (WWEAUTO4) Shawn Michaels (WWEAUTO23) 
Randy Orton (WWEAUTO24) Rey Mysterio (White Mask) (WWE. 
Candice Michelle (with Wand) (WWEAUTO62) i ; 
icy Keibler (WWEAUTO36) ! pWEA 
Lilian Garcia (WWEAUTO38) Ma r ; 


Torrie Wilson (WWEAUTO40) ati: ‘i 5 Batista John Cena Divas Rey Mysterio 
John Cena (Word Life Shi j Th “andice ) YWEAU Adult Size (WWEATEX@2) Adett Sire (WWEATEXI) Adult-Swe (WWEATEN(4) Adult-Stze (WWEATEXO}) 
Shelton Benjamin (W 3 ith Ca (EA Kid-Size (WWEKTEX(2, Kid-Sire (WWERTEX(3) Kid-Size (WWEKTEXO4) Kid-Size (WWEKTEXOL) 
Rob Van Dam (WWEAUTON) 

Paul London (WWEAUTO42) yWEAUTOS3) _ 

Kurt Angle (WW ri UTO60) 
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Now ECW consists of one hour of 
TV each week, a couple of matches 
on Smackdown house shows, occa- 
sional appearances by ECW wres- 
tlers on Raw and Smackdown, and 
two whole ECW pay-per-views per 
year, the next one presumably in 
June. 

| suppose we will see ECW wres- 
tlers on the Raw, Smackdown, and 

joint pay-per-views as well. 
© Which means ECW E now <euhat 
exactly? A roster that essentially 
amounts to little more than a handful of wrestlers? Heck, 
the NWO at its swollen best—or worst—would have this 
On many a Tuesday night, | find myself glad there is © squad outnumbered. 


no second hour to ECW on Sci Fi. Come 11 p.m., we're And the ECW championship means ... ? A title on the 
done. And | don’t write this because | struggle to stay up _ level of the Intercontinental championship perhaps? 
past 11 (there is very little truth to that rumor). There may All of us who lament that WWE pay-per-view lineups 


be quite a bit still in need of fixing in 
this McMahon-itized version of ECW, 
but | think the fact that it has to cram 
its best stuff into an hour each week 
can be a very good thing. That 
means, for one thing, we’re not sub- 
jected to The F.B.I. in a meaningless 
match every week or another Al Snow 
comeback or long Mahoney promos. wt 
You get the idea. Only relevant stuff, |» 
except for that night of silly strip not- 
exactly-poker. 

There are plenty of weeks when 
Raw and Smackdown have an hour 
(at most) of really good stuff, but two 
hours of airtime to fill. Less can defi- 
nitely be more in professional 
wrestling, if you know what | mean. 

But WWE took that concept too far 
this fall in announcing there would be 
no more ECW house shows come the 
end of November. It was odd consid- 
ering that, at about the same time, 
several wrestlers—most notably 
Daivari and The Great Khali—were 
added to the ECW roster. Fewer 
shows, more wrestlers needed? 

It's hard to figure out what to make 
of ECW as a brand at this point. It had 
been called something of a “sub- 
brand” of Raw and, to a lesser extent, 
Smackdown. It was not a true third 
brand when it was first revived, with 
stars from the red and blue teams 
making guest appearances on ECW 
TV (usually in main events), and na 


ECW wrestlers appearing regularly on Contributing Editor Dave Lenker is convinced that, if ECW’s choice player, C.M. Punk, is 
Raw on Monday nights. thrust on to a different brand, all hope for the reestablished promotion will be lost. 


16 a PWia 


too often feel like they're thrown together without ade- 
quate buildup don’t have to worry about that with the 
ECW sub-brand. We'll be lucky if ECW even has pay- 
per-views. 

It's hard to imagine anything short of another explo- 
sion in wrestling’s overall popularity prompting Vince 
McMahon and company to start running ECW house 
shows again. Once you make such a major cutback, you 
rarely see things turn back around in a huge way. | also 
worry about whether making Smackdown cards—even 
just house show cards—a mixture of regular 
Smackdown talent and ECW talent will hurt Smackdown 
as well. It's no secret that Raw is the flagship WWE 
brand and that Smackdown has long been struggling to 
establish an identity or just find a focus. This could make 
that situation even worse. 

| truly hope this isn’t the first step in the re-death of 
ECW. | fear it might be, however. If C.M. Punk is soon 
given a storyline reason to start appearing on Raw every 
Monday night, we’ll probably know that the end is, 
indeed, near. 


It's been more than a year since many of the faithful 
inside the Impact Zone at Universal Studios in Orlando 
famously begged Jeff Jarrett to get out of their six-sided 
ring, chanting, during a taping of /mpact, “Put on your 
coat, put on your hat, and leave!” complete with acted 
out gestures of what exactly they meant. 

So frustrated were they (and, frankly, most of us) that 
they turned to humor to send Jarrett their message. Of 
course, with Jarrett wielding so much power backstage, 
he could decide when it was time to find that door. 

Apparently, he’s found it. Word out of TNA this fall 
suggested that Jarrett would be taking an extended 
break from in-ring competition (perhaps extended to 
approximately six months) while concentrating on his 
many other TNA duties. It also looks like he’s being set 
up to return as a fan favorite. Or at least to try to return 
as a fan favorite. 

Yes, Vince Russo must be back in town. This might 
not be a Russo idea, but it sure seems like one. 

What could be more shocking in TNA these days than 
trying to turn Jeff Jarrett into a wrestler whom fans love? 

You know, it just may work, too. 

I've done my best to limit my criticism of Jarrett recent- 
ly, to stop pointing out that he has the power to push 
himself as hard as he wants in TNA, a company he 
helped to build back in 2002, and to stop pointing out his 
often-addressed weaknesses. | just got tired of it, and it 
became too easy. 

| think a lot of other people got tired of it, too. Hence 
that famous display inside the Impact Zone. Those fans 
got tired of being angry about Jarrett. 

A little character tweaking here and there, maybe 
(gasp) a new move or two added to the repertoire, some 


new ring attire (please!), no more guitars, and maybe— 
just maybe—TNA will have a brand-new wrestler come 
next spring or summer. It won’t hurt for Jarrett, who really 
does have a great mind for this business, to pull back 
and look at the promotion as a whole for a while. I’m sure 
Russo could find a hook for Jarrett to be lured back to 
the ring when the time is right. With Russo in charge of 
the creative team, Sting could be a heel, Samoa Joe 
could revisit Mike Awesome’s wonderful “That ’70s Guy” 
persona, and Jeremy Borash and Christy Hemme could 
be co-X division champions six months from now, so any 
one of a number of scenarios could work. 

We could even get one of those famous Russo 
swerves in which Jarrett only makes it look like he’s 
going to turn fan favorite, then goes back to his heelish 
ways and fools us all. Ha-ha! Gotcha! 

Anything different at all has to be an improvement, 
right? 

So hurry back from your hiatus, Jeff. Check that, don’t 
hurry. But do come back ... eventually. 


A hiatus may be exactly what Jarrett needs to reenter the good 
graces of TNA fans—especially if he plans to leave his rulebreak- 
ing ways behind. Other things he should leave behind: tired 
moves, old ring attire, and that overused guitar! 
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_| Offthe top rop 
PB Brant Manktewicr 


(Editor’s note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of the 
letter writers and Brandi Mankiewicz 
herself. They do not necessarily reflect 
the editorial views of this magazine.) 


Hey girl, 
I love how you keep it real in the 
magazine, so I decided to 
write my concerns to you. 
I’m 16, and I’ve been 
watching wrestling since I 
was 10. One of my fav- 
orite Divas is Lita, and | 
can’t stand the disrespect 
all of these habitual haters 
are giving her. I was read- 
ing another wrestling 
magazine and a reader 
wrote a letter referring to 
Lita as a tramp and as 
someone who does porn. 
That annoyed me. So 
what, she cheated on 
Matt. Big freakin’ deal. 
People get cheated on all 
the time. She is one of the 
top female athletes in the 
business and, when Edge 
was the champ, she fought 
for the title more than he 
did. Let her date whoever 
the hell she wants, and 
stop disrespecting her. 
SHIRA M. 
Chicago, IL 


Hey yourself, 

As a 16-year-old, I'd 
expect you to have a less 
flippant attitude toward 


cheating. Where did you get your 
values? You should be ashamed of 
yourself. Now, I’m no Dear Abby, 
but here’s a little life lesson you need 
to learn: In the real world, cheating 
is wrong. Cheating should be limited 
to a wrestling ring where eye pokes 
make me giggle. When you are in a 
committed relationship, it’s disre- 
spectful to your partner to sleep 
with one of his friends. I don’t care 
if it happens once or a million times. 
It’s just not right. Just because she’s 
a “top female athlete” doesn’t give 
her carte blanche to do whatever or 
whomever she wants. If anything, 
she should try harder to set a good 
example for those thousands of 
impressionable kids who worship 
her. In my book, Lita will never be 
more than a ho with a paycheck. 


Your Majesty, 
I read the letters in your column in 


What truly makes Lita someone undeserving of your devo- 
tions? It’s her lack of ethics and morality. Sure, she can 
roll around the ring with the best females in the world, but 
it’s her rolling around with Edge behind Matt Hardy’s back 
that makes her repugnant. 


the December 2006 issue, and I want 
to comment on ECW. Unfortunately, I 
don’t see the new ECW thriving, 
because of the lack of talent. Amongst 
those featured in ECW’s televised 
main events or making other appear- 
ances are DX, Kane, Undertaker, 
Batista, and King Booker, to name a 
few. The question I have for you is 
this: What does it say about the ECW 
roster if WWE keeps bringing in Raw 
and Smackdown talent to appear on 
the show? Once in a while is okay, but 
it seems to be happening every week 
or so. If WWE doesn’t feel the ECW 
roster can carry a show, then shame on 
WWE for bringing ECW back. 
BOBBY SCHUSCHU 
showtime31776@aol.com 


My Knave, 

Your comment about ECW is 
missing a big point. ECW will ulti- 
mately not survive due to a lack of 
fans, not talent. The talent is there, 
albeit hidden behind stupid people 
like Kelly Kelly, but it can be found. 
The unfortunate part is that ECW’s 
heyday was, oh, 10 years ago. The 
average ECW fan back then was the 
bathing-challenged single over- 
weight guy who read comic books 
by day instead of working and spent 
his dateless weekends following 
Paul Heyman’s crew around the 
Northeast. Fast forward to today 
and most of these fans are now 
assistant managers of any number 
of local comic stores or fast food 
restaurants, or—worse yet—online 
wrestling “reporters.” Those who 
aren’t still drinking the Kool-Aid 
have moved on to hardcore purore- 
su DVD trading. The early ECW 
purists who invaded a smelly crap- 
hole in Filthadelphia every few 
weeks for a bloodbath and Raven’s 
latest diatribe are now downright 
critical of ECW’s latest version. Of 
course, it took them this long to 
realize that you can’t reproduce 
lightning in a bottle. 

Despite my disdain for the lat- 
est version of ECW, I am disap- 
pointed by the decision to end 
house shows. How soon will it be 
before the division stops entirely? 


In The Rock’s latest movie, Doom, he takes his acting ability to another level—as Woman! | 
hope it works out well for him. 


For Sci Fi’s sake, I hope it’s not 
too soon. It gives me just one more 
show to watch on that network. 


Brandi, 

I would like to talk to Ted DiBiase 
because I want to be a born-again 
Christian just like him. Do you have 
an address where I can reach him, or 
do you have any idea how I can get a 
hold of him? Again, I really need to 
talk to him. 

Thanks, 

J.W. BURFORD II 
Owenton, KY 
Dear J.W., 

Here’s a message from God: If 

you truly want to become a 


Christian, go to your local church. 
You don’t need Ted DiBiase to help 
you. Are you sure you just don’t 
want to meet Ted DiBiase? I’m sure 
you can find Jesus without him. 


Letter of the Month (printed verba- 
tim from actual letters to share my 
torture with you all): 

Dear Ms. M, 

I know The Rock starred in the film 
version of Doom, but which part did 
he play—Ron Simmons or Butch Reed? 

Sincerely, 

FRANK LLOYD JR. 
Richwood, WV 

Dear Mr. L, 
Neither. He played Woman. —_[_| 
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September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 
7,000 Miles To Violent Redemption. 
Centerfold: The Steiners. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, 
Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horsemen, 
Curt Hennig. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second 
Coming Of Hulk Hogan. Centerfold: Lex 
Luger. Plus: Hogan-Slaughter, Terrence 
Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams-Bigelow. 
February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had 
Enough? Centerfold: 1992 calendar. Plus: 
Sting, Justice-Roberts, hot prospects, Eddie 
Gilbert. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk 
Hogan Is Super-Psyched For Wrestle- 
Mania VII! Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: Sting 
& Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning 
Kid, Randy Savage, intimidation. 

June 1992: Exclusive PW/ Interview: 
Roddy Piper Speaks Out! Centerfold: 
Dustin Rhodes. Plus: Dangerously-Sting, 
Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 
May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has 
Finally Gone Too Far! Centerfold: Public 
Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer-Raven, 
Dan Severn, Ric Flair, Giant. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The 
Giant Be Ruined By His Own Success? 
Centerfold: Goldust. Plus: Big Van Vader, Ric 
Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 

May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To 
Say It ... But Give The Belt Back To 
Hogan. Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Mero & 
Sable, Taz, Taka Michinoku. 

June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PWI 
Poll. Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Sabu, 
Lex Luger, Sting, Rocky Maivia, Bill 
Goldberg. 

October 1998: Bret Screws Bret, Part Il. 
Centerfold: Hunter Hearst Helmsley. Plus: 
Jim Ross, Marcus Bagwell, WWF controver- 
sy, FBI. 

April 1999: The Crock! The Title Change 
That Screwed The World! Centerfold: Chris 
Jericho. Plus: Bill Goldberg, Tommy Dreamer, 
Booker T, more Unofficial/Officials. 

May 1999: Who Holds The Key To 
WrestleMania XV? Centerfold: Konnan. 
Plus: Mark Henry, Sting-Nash, Bill Alfonso, 
Brian Hildebrand. 

June 1999: The PW/ Poll. Plus: Mankind, 
Flair & Turner, VMac, Steiners, New Japan- 
UFO. 

July 1999: Warning! This Team Will Self- 
Destruct In 15 Seconds! Centerfold: X-Pac. 
Plus: New Jack-Dudleys, Jesse James, 
Venis & Godfather, Sting-Bischoff-Flair. 


BACK ISSUES OF 


August 1999: Supercards °99: WWF 
WrestleMania, WCW Uncensored, ECW 
Living Dangerously. Plus: Super 8, Bam 
Bam Bigelow, Jerry Lawler, tag team 
wrestling. 

September 1999: Why Stone-Cold Might 
Get Out While He’s Still On Top! 
Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Kidman & Misterio, 
The Rock, Bret Hart, Taz-Sabu. 

October 1999: Why The World Must Fear 
Scott Steiner, By Buff Bagwell. Centerfold: 
Mankind. Plus: Kane & X-Pac, The 
Godfather, Perry Saturn, 20th anniversary 
readers’ poll. 

November 1999: The Women Of The 
WWF: There’s More To Their Power Than 
Their Looks. Centerfold: Owen Hart. Plus: 
Rey Misterio Jr., Roddy Piper, Steiners, Steve 
Austin. 

December 1999: Steve Austin: “CEO This! 
’'m The Damn Champ!” Centerfold: Rey 
Misterio Jr. Plus: Randy Savage, Jimmy Hart, 
WCW youth, Billy Gunn. 

Holiday 1999: PWI/ 500. Ninth Annual 
Special. 

January 2000: The Millennium Man 
Mouths Off! An Unforgettable Hour With 
Chris Jericho! Centerfold: Taz. Plus: Chris 
Benoit, Sid-Goldberg, Triple-H. 

February 2000: The Master Manipulator! 
How Stone-Cold Controls The WWF. 
Centerfold: Kane. Plus: Paul Heyman, 
Hogan-Bret-Sting-Luger. 

April 2000: Stone-Cold vs. The Rock: Let’s 
Settle It At WrestleMania! Centerfold: Chris 
Benoit. Plus: Dallas Page, Goldberg-Vicious, 
more Unofficial awards. 

June 2000: Just Wondering, Steph ... Is 
Triple-H Worth Your  Billion-Dollar 
Inheritance? Centerfold: The Rock. Plus: 
Heyman-Van Dam, Vader, NWO. 

July 2000: Call It A Wrap, Jack! You’ve 
Done Your Share ... Go Home! Centerfold: 
Sid Vicious. Plus: Dusty Rhodes, Disco 
Inferno, DDP, Dudleys-Hardys. 

September 2000: Wrestle McMania! Why 
The Peace Can’t Last. Centerfold: Jeff 
Jarrett. Plus: Eric Bischoff, Dudleys, Raven. 
October 2000: Scott Steiner: The 
Superstar The WWF Let Slip Away. 
Centerfold: Rikishi. Plus: Shawn Michaels, 
Austin-Rock, Rhino-RVD. 

November 2000: The Rock vs. Triple-H. 
Our Special 50-Category Analysis. Pinups: 
Extreme wrestling. Plus: Nash-Steiner-Hall, 
Hardcore Holly, wrestling too extreme? 
December 2000: Head Hog! Does Under- 


taker Have Enough Gas In His Tank To 
Rumble To The Top? Centerfold: Dallas 
Page. Plus: Kurt Angle, Rikishi, Vampiro- 
Sting, Japan. 

[FULL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH HOLIDAY 2000] 
January 2001: Who Does He Really Hate? 
Someone Will Pay For Austin’s Pain! Plus: 
Steven Richards, Justin Credible, Gordon 
Solie, Jeff Jarrett, Arn-Sid. 

February 2001 (116 Pages): The State Of 
The Game. Includes: The states of the WWF, 
WCW, ECW, independents, international, the 
business, the art 

March 2001: Hulk Hogan: WWF Fans 
Want Him Back! Plus: Mike Awesome, 
Rikishi, Jerry Lynn, Elix Skipper, Triple-H. 
May 2001: The WrestleMania Curse! Will 
The Great One Ever Win The Big One? 
Plus: Vince McMahon, William Regal, Page 
& Nash, Ivory, Lance Storm, ECW. 

June 2001 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: 
Ric Flair, Chyna, Steve Austin. 

July 2001: Women’s Work! It Ain’t What It 
Used To Be! Plus: Dudleys, Chavo Guerrero 
Jr., Justin Credible, Francine, Scott Steiner. 
September 2001: WWF-WCW: The 10 
Questions That Must Be Answered. Plus: 
Triple-H, Stacy Keibler, Paul Heyman, Matt 
Hardy. 

October 2001 (116 Pages): Mid-Year 
Report. Top 50 stories, grades, half-year 
awards, predictions. Plus: Perry Saturn, 
Dallas Page, Terri. 

November 2001: A Crying Shane: He Paid 
The Price To Purchase WCW ... Is He 
Willing To Pay The Price To Keep It? Plus: 
DDP-Kimberly, Edge, Molly-Spike, Tajiri, Rob 
Van Dam, Mick Foley, Florida indies. 
December 2001 (116 Pages): PW/i 500— 
Angle Climbs To The Top. Includes: The 
editors’ views, Achievement 2001 ballot. 
January 2002: There’s Something About 
Lita—What Makes Her The WWF's “It” 
Girl. Plus: Jericho-Stephanie, Mark Henry, 
X-Pac, Triple-H, Undertaker. 

February 2002 (116 Pages): The State Of 
The Game. Includes: The states of the 
WWF, independents, international, the busi- 
ness, the art. Plus: Golderg. 


March 2002: No More Joking, No More 
Choking: Y2J Takes A Serious Stab At 
Superstardom! Plus: Test, The Rock, Eric 
Bischoff, Bradshaw, Foley vs. Regal. 

May 2002: The Mania To End All Manias! 
What Will Wrestling Look Like By 
WrestleMania X-9? Plus: Trish Stratus, RVD, 
Russ Haas, Big Bossman, WWF comedy. 
June 2002 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: 
Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, Steve Austin. 

July 2002: Steph Infection! How Can 
Triple-H Keep His Mind On His Game? 
Plus: Goldust-Terri, NWO, Ron Waterman, 
Spike & Tazz, Jazz. 

August 2002 (116 Pages): Supercards 
2002: WrestleManiaX8, WWA Revolution, 
Super 8. Plus: X-Pac, Steve Corino, Ric 
Flair. 

September 2002: No Rock ... No Problem: 
The WWF Can Thrive Without The Great 
One. Plus: WWF draft, Billy Kidman, Sean 
O'Haire, Stanley Weston. 

October 2002 (116 Pages): Mid-Year 
Report. Top 50 stories, grades, half-year 
awards, predictions. Plus: Lou Thesz, 
Francine, Edge. 

November 2002: Stone-Cold Meltdown! 
Plus: Heyman & Lesnar, Lance Storm, NWA: 
TNA, DDP, A.J. Styles, Island Boys. 
December 2002 (116 Pages): PW/ 500— 
RVD Is No. 1. Includes: The editors’ views, 
Achievement 2002 ballot. 

January 2003: Brock Aftershock: How 
Lesnar Changed The Future Of WWE. 
Plus: Chris Benoit, Low-Ki, Jericho-Flair, Rey 
Misterio Jr., SummerSlam at 15. 

February 2003 (116 Pages): The State Of 
The Game. Includes: The states of Raw, 
Smackdown, independents, international, 
the business, the art. 

March 2003: Rocky Horror! He Won't 
Forget What You Did Last Summer. Plus: 
Matt Hardy, Eddie Guerrero, Bass-WWE, 
Victoria, WWE's next wave. 

May 2003 (116 Pages): The WrestleMania 
100. Plus: Angle-Lesnar, Christopher 
Nowinski, Vince Russo, Batista & Flair. 
June 2003 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: 
Rey Misterio Jr. 


August 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: He 
Has WWE Caught Between The Rock And 
A Hard Place! Plus: WrestleMania XIX, 
Shawn Michaels graduates, Paul London, 
Raven. 

October 2003 (116 Pages): Mid-Year 
Report. Top 50 stories, grades, half-year 
awards, predictions. Plus: Mick Foley. 
January 2004 (116 Pages): All Fired Up! 
Can Kane Blaze A Trail To The Raw Title? 
Plus: Christian, Cena-Gowen, Samoa Joe, 
Goldberg-Flair, ugliest wrestlers. 

August 2004: Will Eddie Guerrero’s 
Championship Ruin His Career? Plus: 
Hardy-Lita, Mike Kruel, Benjamin-Haas, 
Booker T, C.W. Anderson. 

October 2004: Eugene, The Impossible 
Dream: When Will His Opponents Wake 
Up? Plus: Victoria, Edge, Dudleys, A.J. 
Styles, six-sided ring. 

February 2005: A Yes Man? No Way! Ric 
Flair’s Secret Plan Will Ruin Triple-H! Plus: 
Y2J, The Naturals, Luther Reigns, 
WrestleMania 21 countdown. 

June 2005: Our Challenge To John Cena: 
Dominate 2005 ... Or We Don’t Want To 
See You! Plus: Steve Austin, Austin Aries, 
Big Show, AMW. 

August 2005: Kurt Angle: The 10 Reasons 
He’s The Best Ever. Plus: Edge, Alex 
Shelley, Christy Hemme, DDP WWE Hall of 
Fame. 

October 2005: Whole Lita Love: How 
Many Men Can One Woman Ruin? Plus: 
John Cena, C.M. Punk, McMahon-Bischoff- 
Paul E., A.J. Styles. 

November 2005: PWI/ 500. Plus: 
Muhammed Hassan, Batista, RVD, Samoa 
Joe, Chris Jericho, PW/ Tag Team Wish List. 
February 2006: Losing Street Cred? The 
Time Is Now For Cena To Get Tough. 
Plus: Jerry Lawler, Eddie Guerrero, Austin- 
Hogan. 

August 2006: Exclusive! Edge Comes Out 
Swinging! Plus: Brother Runt, Benoit & 
Lashley, Milano Collection AT. 

December 2006: The Angry Young Man! 
C.M. Punk Leads The New ECW Rev- 
olution. Also: Triple-H, Christian, Batista. 
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Edge probably started eyeing Orton as a regular partner on the September 11 edition of Raw when 
he teamed with “The Legend Killer” and Johnny Nitro. Despite losing to John Cena, Jeff Hardy, and 
Carlito that night, Orton and Edge exhibited some fine chemistry. 


ANDY 
ani 


J UST WHO IS Randy Orton? Is he the promising young stud who will be headlining 


WWE pay-per-views and making the McMahon family lots of money for years to 
come, or is he destined to go down as an enigmatic underachiever whose attitude 
problems and immaturity derailed what could have been a terrific career? 

Obviously, it's too early to tell. But had you asked this third-generation star at the end of 
August 2004 where he expected to be professionally as we turned the calendar to 2007, he 
probably wouldn't have replied, “I can only hope I'll be teaming with Edge!” 

Not that teaming with Edge against DeGeneration X's Triple-H and Shawn Michaels is a 
bad position in which to be (it was a hot Raw feud in the fall of 2006), but, at the end of the 
summer in 2004, Randy Orton was the Raw World champion—the youngest world champi- 
on in the storied history of WWE, in fact. 

It's been downhill ever since. 

Okay, maybe not all downhill, but mostly. 

Triple-H ended Orton's title reign after just four weeks ... Orton’s stint as a fan favorite 
was a miserable failure ... a shoulder injury slowed him down ... a feud with The 
Undertaker went on far too long and mostly didn’t go Orton’s way ... Orton got pinned by 
Rey Mysterio Jr. at WrestleMania 22 in a match that saw Mysterio capture the Smackdown 
World title ... even Hulk Hogan pinned Orton at SummerSlam 2006. 

Oh, right, there was also that 60-day suspension for “unprofessional conduct” that WWE 
hit him with after WrestleMania 22. Yes, the man has issues with maturity. 

Some feel Orton has changed for the better since the suspension. Others insist not 
much has changed. What we do know for sure is that WWE desperately wants him to 
be one of its top stars. It’s been clear for several years that he has all the in-ring tools to 
be a consistent main-eventer. Plus, it’s just so easy for the average fan to hate him 
(which is a good thing). 

Both Orton and Edge think they can parlay their feud with DX into bigger and better 
things. PWI sent Associate Editor Lisa Rocchi, Contributing Editor Dave Lenker, and Senior 
Writer Dan Murphy to interview Orton and to try to get a gauge of where his career stands 
now and where he thinks it is headed. 


LISA ROCCHI: Thanks for agree- 
ing to sit down with us tonight, 
Randy. Obviously, the first thing for 
us to discuss would be the feud 
between you, Edge, and DX. What | 
want to know is what you expect to 
get out of it. 

RANDY ORTON: You get right 
to the point, don’t you, sweet- 
heart? 

DAVE LENKER: If you 
wouldn’t mind, Randy, let’s 
stick to the issues we came 
here to discuss. 
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OUT D& FOR GOOD 
THIS TIME, I’M 
FORCING WWE TO 
MOVE AHEAD AND 
PUT THE PAST IN 
THE PAST AND 
REEP IT THERE. 


ITALL GOES BACK 


TO ME BEING } 
“THE LEGEND 


RILLER.’ Y) Y) 


ORTON: Hey, if that’s 
how you want it. Let me put 
it this way for you: I’m pro- ff 
viding a much-needed ser- 
vice for all of WWE by tak- 
ing out those wacky, lov- 
able, clever DX fellows 
and doing myself a pretty 
huge favor in the process. 

DAN MURPHY: Could 
you expound upon that 
point a little ... 

ORTON: Be glad to. 
WWE is all about being cutting 
edge, isn’t it? Keeping up with 
what people want to see and 
what they will pay for with their 
hard-earned entertainment dollar. 

LENKER: We’re not used to 
hearing such analysis from you, 
but go on... 


ORTON: |'ll make a confession 
here. | admired what DX did back, 
what, 10, 20, 30 years ago, what- 
ever it was. | was a fan. 

ROCCHI: Of course you’re ex- 
aggerating, but | think | see where 
you’re going with this. 

ORTON: DX thumbed their noses, 
and waved their middle fingers, at 
authority back in the day, and we all 
loved it. Like | said, cool, cutting- 


Every issue, reporters 
from PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED will 
participate in an 
incisive press 
conference with a top 
wrestling star. The 
questions will be 
demanding. And the 
answers will reveal the 
innermost thoughts of 
the giants of the sport. 
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Before sitting down for our “Press Conference,” Orton joined Edge for a WWE press 
conference to promote Cyber Sunday. Orton and Edge have presented a unified front 
in public, but how long will it take for singles ambitions to split the team? 


edge stuff, right? But that was 1997 
cool, not 2006 cool. Bruno Sam- 
martino might have been great in his 
day. Same with Bob Backlund and 
Hulk Hogan and Ric Flair. But once 
that day passes, you have to let it 
go. You can’t hang on forever. DX 
had its day. They need to let it go, 
not go back and pretend 
like it can all be the same 


to shine. That [Raw World] title will 
be mine for the taking. 

MURPHY: Ambitious plans for 
sure. | notice you conveniently 
don’t mention Edge in this plan. 

ORTON: He’s a part of it, sure. | 
acknowledge that. 

ROCCHI: But you don’t see this 


again. Sure, they have 
their fans out there, but 
these people will cheer 
anything. They don’t know 
better. By wiping out DX 
for good this time, I’m forc- 
ing WWE to move ahead 
and put the past in the 
past and keep it there. It all 
goes back to me being 
“The Legend Killer.” | feel 
the need to show these 
legends that their day is 
over, and it’s time to let 
young stallions like myself 
go to the front of the line. 


MURPHY: Okay, so § 


how are you doing your- 
self what you call a “pret- 
ty huge favor” by doing 
this? 

ORTON: Because 
when | do what | plan to do 
to Triple-H and Shawn 
Michaels, it will be my turn 
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Orton probably wouldn't 
have to twist John Cena’s 
arm to obtain a Raw World 
title shot, yet leapfrogging 
Edge for that opportunity 
would no doubt cause fric- 
tion between the new part- 
ners. The third-generation 
star is too obsessed with 
regaining the Raw champi- 
onship to allow Edge to 


’ stand in his way. 


as a long-term friendship or 
alliance? 

ORTON: | never called Edge my 
friend. It is an alliance, but let's not 
take it any further than that. This is a 
cutthroat business, in case you didn’t 
notice. 

LENKER: Then should Edge 
keep an eye out for an RKO com- 
ing his way if things don’t go 
right? 

ORTON: No comment. We 
have a common enemy right now. 
That’s all that matters. 

MURPHY: It is a potentially 
explosive situation. You both 
have your sights set on the Raw 
World title. 

ORTON: Next question. 

ROCCHI: All right, it hasn’t 
been a great year professionally 
for you. What have you learned 
or what can you learn from all 
that’s gone on? I’m talking 
specifically about your suspen- 
sion and the reputation you’ve 
gotten. 

ORTON: That's all behind me. 
I’ve learned to look to the future 
and not worry about the past. 


Battling Hulk Hogan at SummerSlam 2006 would have 
done wonders for Orton’s stalled career ... 
Legend Killer” had actually beaten the legend. Orton 
used basic holds such as this headlock to tame 
Hogan at several points, but, in the end, he was just 


fodder for “The Hulkster.” 


ROCCHI: We'll let it go at that. 

ORTON: That's kind of you. 

MURPHY: Here’s an odd ques- 
tion for you: You spent a lot of 
time with Triple-H when you were 
a member of Evolution. What’s the 
most important thing you learned 
from him? 

ORTON: Only worry about your- 
self and the hell with everyone else. 
That's straightforward enough for 
you, isn’t it? You guys all saw what 
he’s about when he threw me out of 
Evolution after | upstaged him and 
won the title. You think he’s 
changed? 

LENKER: Ill say that | think 
we’re seeing a somewhat different 
Triple-H now. 

ORTON: You need to have 
your eyes checked then. You think 
he gives a damn about Shawn 
Michaels? Come on. Don’t you re- 
member the feud they had a few 
years ago? Now he’s suddenly 
Shawn's best buddy. Triple-H had 
a real slump going there. He 
needed something to change 
things up in a hurry, so he played 
Shawn for a sucker. He got DX 


back together because 
he was desperate. It’s 
all about himself when 
you're talking about 
Triple-H. 

ROCCHI: As long as 
we're talking about you 
and Triple-H and your 
history together, why 
do you think every- 
thing went so badly for 
you after you beat 
Chris Benoit for the 
title at SummerSlam 
2004? You were on top 
of the world, even with- 
out Evolution to back 
you up. You had to 
think things would go 
better for you. What’s 
your perspective on 
that situation now that 
we’re two years re- 
moved? 

ORTON: Goes back 
to what | learned from 
Triple-H. Just worry 
about number one, and it doesn’t 
matter what everyone else thinks. 
Soon as | won the title, | had mar- 
keting people, creative people, and 
all kinds of other stupid people 
telling me what | needed to do for 
the company, when | needed to do 
it, where | needed to do it, whatev- 
er. They put a schedule in my 
hands of appearances | had to 
make, interviews | had to do, what | 
should wear. They wanted to 
change my image and make me the 
conquering young hero. I’m no cor- 
porate shill. It sounds real great 
when you first hear it, but these 
people didn’t give a damn about 
me. They just saw dollar signs 
when they looked at me. So | did 
my best to try to be what they want- 
ed me to be, embrace the people, 
all that b.s. That goes against 
everything I’ve ever believed in, but 
| went along with it. And look where 
it got me. 

MURPHY: You’ve been trying 
to get back to the top of the 
mountain ever since. 

ORTON: And I’m getting real 
close to that peak, believe me. 


if “The 


MURPHY: But you’ve had a lot 
of setbacks. 

ORTON: Doesn't matter. As long 
as | get to where | want to be in the 
end. 

ROCCHI: But you can’t say 
WWE hasn’t given you a lot of 
chances in the past two years. | 
think it’s a little unfair for you to 
rip WWE the way you have, con- 
sidering that. 

ORTON: And | don’t care what 
you think. 

ROCCHI: I’m sure you don’t. 

MURPHY: Okay, “Legend 
Killer,” to be fair, you have beaten 
a lot of legends. What other leg- 
end would you like to face and 
presumably beat? 

ORTON: | see Ricky Steamboat 
around the backstage area a lot. He 
seems like as good a target as any. 
You know, slay “The Dragon.” 

LENKER: One question a lot of 
us were asking about two years 
ago was whether you or Batista, 
one of your old running mates in 
Evolution, would turn out to be the 
bigger star for WWE when all was 
said and done. You were around 
him with Smackdown for a while. 
He seems frustrated with his 
inability to capture that brand’s 
title. Your thoughts on his situa- 
tion? 

ORTON: That's kind of a joke of 
a comparison, | think. Sure, he 
might be able to benchpress more 
than | can, but I’m younger, smart- 
er, better looking, and | have more 
of a killer instinct than he’s ever 
had. | sympathize with the big ox, 
but | remember telling someone 
after he beat Triple-H at Wrestle- 
Mania 21 that he’d have a good 
year, but he would have a hard time 
getting back to the top once he fell 
down. He’s not the smartest guy in 
the world. He just tries to overpower 
everybody and thinks it'll all turn out 
well for him. People are starting to 
figure him out. 

MURPHY: Thanks for your time, 
Randy. 

ORTON: |'ll be ready to talk 
again when that title belt is around 
my waist. O 
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OHN CENA HASN'T been at his best—and he hasn’t been for quite a while. 

i} Of course, if you ask Cena whether or not he’s been coming to the ring 

fully prepared to wage war against recent opponents such as Edge, The 
Undertaker, King Booker, and The Big Show, he'll look you right in the eye and, 
without blinking, tell you that each time he has had nothing else on his mind but 
putting his opponent's shoulders to the mat after a successful FU. 

Cena will tell you this because he believes it. He doesn’t even question it. He 
knows how hard he trains in the weight room and in the ring. He knows how 
much sweat he has lost running on open roads. He has felt his stomach 
wrench due to overexertion. 
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In The Marine, John Triton is wel- 
comed home by his wife and an 
action-packed series of events. 
Now that filming has ended, fans 
are happy to finally welcome 
John Cena back to the ring and 
full-time wrestling. 


~~ 
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He can list for you so many sacrifices he has 
made in order to become a three-time Raw World 
champion. 

Unfortunately, none of this means Cena has been 
truly at his best inside the ring. Of course, he has 
been attempting to be at his best, at his peak both 
physically and mentally. Cena is a workaholic. He 
works harder than anyone to be the best there is at 
what he does. 

In 2007, Cena will finally get the chance to prove 
that he’s exactly that. 

We know what you're thinking: Why 2007? 
Haven't his three championship reigns already 
marked him as one of the best wrestlers on the 
‘planet? 

Yes, they have ... but not the best. He’s right up 
there with Triple-H, Shawn Michaels, King Booker, 
The Big Show, Rob Van Dam, Rey Mysterio Jr., A.J. 
Styles, and Samoa Joe as one of the best wrestlers 
on the planet. Right now, if he were placed in the 
ring with any of these men, he would have at least a 
50 percent chance of winning. 

If we’re right, and we think we are, that percent- 
age will jump mightily over the. 
course of the next 12 months. [ 

By the end of 2007, Cena will 
have established himself as not 
just one of the best, but the best 
wrestler in the sport. That’s 
because he will be concentrating 
on only one job: wrestling. 

“If there’s one mark against 
Cena, it’s that his wrestling isn’t 
as technically solid as it should 
be, and his opponents take 
advantage of that,” said a WWE 
insider. “Well, over the past year, 
he really didn’t have much time to 
improve on that. He was always 
flying here or there, appearing on 
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this show or that one, or he 
was down in Australia filming 
The Marine. John will never tell 
you this, but he didn’t have 
much time to train or improve. 
He ended 2006 pretty much the 
same wrestler as he started the 
year.” 

According to other ob- 
servers, Cena might’ve also 
lost a step or two during the 
\\) past year—and if he did, who 
‘S| could blame him? Never has a 
| wrestler shouldered the bur- 
ut | den of being a WWE headliner 

_—_ while juggling so many 
responsibilities outside the 
ring. Not even The Rock attempted to star in a 
major motion picture while reigning as WWF World 
champion. But that’s what Cena did, jetting down to 
Australia to film The Marine between Raw World 
title defenses. He didn’t even take a break during 
Edge’s two reigns as Raw champ in 2006. 

Cena tried to make it all work. At the height of the 
shooting schedule, he’d shoot the movie during the 
week, wrestle on Raw on Mondays, and then imme- 
diately go back to working on the movie. It was the 
type of schedule that would’ve broken most men, 
but Cena confronted it, did the best job that he 
could possibly do, and continued to wrestle well 
enough to hold the Raw championship, or at least 
remain in contention for it. 

Then came the film’s opening weekend, followed 
by its reviews. Whenever a studio (WWE Films in 
this case) assumes that a film will receive poor 
reviews, it doesn’t allow reviewers to see it ahead of 
time. WWE Films made no apologies for the project, 
claiming it was an action-adventure with plenty of 
explosions and special effects, and that it was 
catered more for WWE's target demographic than 


stuffed-shirt reviewers. But that didn’t stop review- 
ers from hammering the film. Here are just a few 
excerpts from a handful of reviews: 


“A new action star isn’t born in The Marine, 
which toplines WWE superstar wrestler John 
Cena in the organization’s latest attempt to 
branch out into the big screen. Playing John 
Triton, a former Marine forcibly discharged from 
Iraq for disobeying orders in order to save a 
group of fellow soldiers being held hostage by 
those nasty al-Qaida folks, Cena demonstrates 
little of the charisma that has made him a star in 
the ring.” folly 


“If you’re headed out to see The Marine, you 
know what to expect. It’s a movie geared specifi- 
cally for Cena fans, and thus, by extension, 
wrestling fans. Already used to bad acting, lame 
action, and unbelievably stupid stories, they'll 
probably love it.” 


“The Marine is a big, stupid meathead of a 
movie.” 


Splitting his time between filming The Marine and holding the 
Raw World title was not always easy for Cena, who lost the belt to 
Edge on two occasions (opposite page). The frustration of a 
wavering championship reign was unbearable for Cena (below), 
but that frustration is no more as Cena has put aside his acting 
ambitions to reprioritize his schedule. 


Since refocusing his attention on 
re wrestling, Cena has reacquired his 
; championship-belt and has with- 
stood the determined challenge of 
former champion Edge. 


As these snippets clearly show, The Marine was 
not well reviewed. It also wasn’t well received: It 
finished in sixth place over its opening weekend, 
taking in only $7-million. 

Clearly, WWE fans and, in particular, Cena fans, 
did not turn out to make this film a success. While 
The Marine may still turn out to be a financial suc- 
cess for WWE, considering the DVD and video-on- 
demand sales that are yet to come, it’s safe to 
assume that Cena will not immediately follow The 
Rock’s direct path to Hollywood—at least not yet. 
That is exactly why Cena is going to roar through 
2007. 

Cena has a lot to prove: His film was a box- 
office disappointment, he has had fans turning 
against him, and there are still people who believe 
that he’s nothing more than a beefed-up Vanilla 
Ice. This means Cena has recommitted to his 
wrestling career, and everyone within WWE had 
better watch out now that his schedule is clear. In 
the coming year, he most likely won’t be promot- 
ing an album, filming a movie, or appearing on 
every available talk show. He’s going to spend the 
year in the ring and the gym, focused on making 
himself an even better wrestler. 

Cena, even with a multitude of distractions, 
has maintained his status as WWE’s top star. 
Now, just imagine what he’ll be like without all 
those distractions. 

Heck, don’t imagine. Just watch him. oOo 
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| By Jake Black 


movie Freaky Friday, in 

which a prepubescent 
Lindsay Lohan switched bod- 
ies with her mom, Jamie Lee 
Curtis, for a day? No? Well, 
you’re not missing much, 
except the fascinating con- 
cept of what it’s like to live 
another person’s life. It 
seems that two WWE stars 
are experiencing their ver- 
sion of the story on what 
could be called Freaky Friday 
Night Smackdown! 

It all started in May when 
then-peasant Booker T and 
the heir-apparent to the 
Smackdown World title, 
Batista, got into a scuffle 
backstage at a commercial 
shoot. Reports pegged 
Batista as proclaiming that 
he was carrying the company 
on his back. Booker T took 
issue with those statements 
and stood up to Batista, 


in EMEMBER THE DISNEY 


A | ; a 31 


eee eee ee 


LL 


= 


nit B6)'S i ‘= 


rw ‘ 
: a, Se 


Batista, shown dropping Booker on the top rope at 
SummerSlam, has dominated his matches against the current 
champion, but has failed to win the gold. Despite Batista’s 
smart plans of attack, the champ—incredibly—always finds 
ways to escape. Is there something freaky at work here? 


earning him the respect and admiration of many in 
the Smackdown locker room. In interviews posted on 
WWE’s website, both men acknowledged the truth to 
the reports and also expressed a desire to move both 
their careers and the Smackdown brand forward. 

Neither man realized it, but, at that moment, their 
careers experienced a Freaky Friday switch. Since 
joining the Smackdown roster, Batista had been the 
top star, either as World champion or a top con- 
tender. “The Animal” was preparing his return to the 
ring after torn biceps surgery and was ready to re- 
enter in the main-event hunt to regain the champi- 
onship he’d surrendered, though never lost. Booker 
T, meanwhile, was languishing in mid-card feuds. 

Perhaps it was fate, or maybe because of the sen- 
timent of the Smackdown locker room, that caused 
the fortunes of Batista and Booker to change. A few 
short weeks after the fight at the commercial shoot, 
Booker T defeated Lashley to become the 2006 King 
of the Ring and christened himself King Booker. At 
the time, Batista was still sidelined with the injury 
that had cost him the Smackdown World champi- 
onship. He was unable to wrestle and reassert his 
dominance, while King Booker was gaining momen- 
tum. 

The horrors continued for Batista, as King Booker 
defeated Rey Mysterio Jr. to become the Smack- 
down World champion. Batista finally returned to 
action, but was thwarted in his attempts to wrest the 
Smackdown title from King Booker. 
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It’s as if the support Booker received from the 
locker room after the backstage brawl was pervasive 
enough to include the upper echelon of WWE. When 
asked whether WWE sided with Booker over Batista, 
resulting in Booker’s greater push, Smackdown 
General Manager Theodore Long offered this politi- 
cally correct statement: 

“While Batista and King Booker’s personal issues 
flared up in May, neither Smackdown nor World 
Wrestling Entertainment took a side in the issue. 
Both men are talented competitors who have seen a 
measure of success in recent months. King Booker 
has particularly excelled, winning the King of the 
Ring tournament and becoming champion of the 
Smackdown brand.” 

As expected, Batista has been chasing King 
Booker, engaging the champion in a series of 
vicious matches. He has scored a number of dis- 
qualification and countout victories over the champi- 
on. None of these matches, however, has resulted in 
his winning the belt. 

Although Batista has been fighting his way back 
into the Smackdown World title picture, King Booker 
has seemingly ignored “The Animal.” 

“Booker T needs to remember that the only rea- 
‘son he is wearing his crown and my belt is 
because | was injured when he won everything,” 
Batista told PW/I/. “‘The Animal’ is back and 
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King Booker rallies to drop Batista with a scissors kick. Although 
Batista knows to expect Booker’s tried-and-true moves, he some- 
times finds it hard to recover once the momentum goes the cham- 
pion’s way. And, of course, Queen Sharmell is always a factor. 
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unleashed—and I’m going to take back my title!” 

King Booker’s wife and valet, Queen Sharmell, 
responded to Batista’s threats by saying, “It is 
unconscionable that one would assert that King 
Booker won only because of that commoner’s 
injuries. King Booker is the greatest wrestler in all 
the land. My husband has defended his title 
against Batista many times since his return, and 
Batista has been unsuccessful. Batista says he 
wasn’t defeated for the title. Maybe so. But no one 
has beaten my husband by pin or submission, 
either. Nor has he surrendered the title. King 
Booker has the rightful claim.” 

In the midst of all this, Batista’s quest for the gold 
was put on hold for a short while as he took some 
time off to shoot an episode of the CW television 
series Smallville. tt was ultimately a smart move on 
Batista’s part, as it reminded CW executives that he 
was meant to be the star of Smackdown. It showed 
those WWE executives, who sided with Booker back 
in May, that they had made the wrong choice. Like 
John Cena’s role in The Marine, Batista’s appear- 
ance on the popular series garnered him a lot of 
attention in the public eye, boosting his motivation 
to regain the Smackdown World title even higher. 

King Booker remains unimpressed. “Batista is 
not the star of Smackdown. He did everything possi- 
ble to take this trophy from me, but | kicked his 
hindquarters verily. | hold not only Smackdown, but 
the whole world, in my hand.” 

Still, it’s hard not to notice the tremendous shift in 
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! The Smackdown World champion applies a chinlock, 
I neutralizing the mighty Batista (left). But crafty King 
1 Booker has found it very difficult to deal with Batista’s 
I overwhelming strength. Eventually, Batista powered 
out of the hold and regained the advantage (below). 
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each competitor’s careers. It wasn’t long ago that 
Batista held the gold and was on top of the world, 
while King Booker was as common as the peasants. 
But we think Batista will prove to be the former and 
future king, ultimately conquering King Booker and 
regaining the Smackdown World championship. 

Batista is a tough and talented wrestler. More 
importantly, he is a hard worker in and out of the 
ring. 

“Some people make the mistake of thinking I’ve 
had everything handed to me because | used to roll 
with Triple-H, Ric Flair, and the rest,” said Batista. 
“The fact of the matter is | had to fight for everything 
I’ve achieved in this industry. I’ve beaten the best, 
and King Booker, as far as I’m concerned, hasn't. 
I’ve earned the top spot on Smackdown, and | think 
the fans support me on that.” 

In any case, King Booker and Batista have 
experienced the strange phenomenon of switch- 
ing lives with another person. While King Booker 
has enjoyed his reign atop Smackdown, Batista’s 
fight from the bottom has only confirmed his own 
greatness. And, before their feud is over, perhaps 
even King Booker will gain a newfound respect 
for Batista. Oo 
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By Dan Murphy 


A: HOLLY KNOWS a thing or two about 


hospital stays. 

He knows the proper way to set up an IV. 
He knows what hospital food you should eat 
and what hospital food you should avoid at all 
costs. He can glance at a medical chart and 
give you a fairly accurate assessment of the 
diagnosis, the medication required, and how 
long recuperation should take. 

No, Holly didn’t go to medical school. He 
went to the school of hard knocks, where he 
majored in dishing out—and absorbing—the 
kinds of beatings that land people in hospital 
beds. 

There was the broken arm he suffered, 
courtesy of an errant Kurt Angle moonsault, 
back in 2000. There was the broken neck he 
suffered after taking a particularly vicious 
power bomb from Brock Lesnar in 2002. 
There were an assortment of concussions, 
contusions, and lacerations through the 
years as well. 

Then, in 2005, Holly was diagnosed with an 
ailment that was potentially the most dangerous 
of his career. Holly developed a staph infection 
in an open wound on his arm, one he was slow 
to notice. For years, Holly has lived with pain, 
and he ignored his body’s natural warning signs 
that his latest arm injury was different from all 
the other injuries that had come before. 
nce again, Holly was admitted to the hos- 
place that has become as much of a 
ib techinhas his-old stomping ground of 
Mobile, Alabama—where his infection was 
diagnosed, and the diagnosis wasn’t good. 
\ Holly’s staph infection was severe. If left 
untreated, it could have been fatal. As it 


< 
Considering that a staph infection almost 
resulted in the loss of Holly's arm. many 
insiders wondered if the veteran could 
keep pace with ECW’s top talent upon 
‘his return to action. Holly proved he 
could against ECW veteran RVD. 
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was, there was a good chance Holly’s arm would 


have to be amputated. 


So Holly did what he has always done. He gritted 
his teeth, he recovered, he trained, and he came back 
to the ring for more. And this time, his comeback 
took place in Extreme Championship Wrestling. 


Considering that ECW is a promotion 
where heroes are lauded for being “hard- 
core” for their willingness to get hit with a 
chair or be put through a table, Hardcore 
Holly may be the most hardcore of them 
all. And it took only a few weeks for Holly 
to prove it. 

In September, Holly faced Rob Van Dam 
in an “Extreme Rules” match. It was an 
intense affair that became a bloodbath 


when both men went crashing through a | 


ringside table. The metal frame of the table 
ripped into Holly’s back, tearing the flesh 
and opening a horrible gash. With blood 
seeping out of the wound—one that would 
take 24 stitches to close—Holly found the 
strength to continue the match, even 
though he had to be wondering if his latest 
open wound would again become infected. 
In a very real sense, Holly was putting his 
life on the line by continuing the match. 

All because of the desire to prove he is 
what he says he is: Hardcore. 

“To be honest, | don’t think any of the 
veterans in the new ECW ever doubted 
that Holly belonged here,” noted ECW 
color commentator Tazz. “Some of us 
were in WWE for a 


lot of years, and 
there was no doubt 
that Holly was one 
of the toughest 
men inside the ring 
and probably the 
toughest man out- 
side of it. The only 
question mark was 
his health. But, 
after getting his 
back sliced in that 
awful, awful bump, 
he continued that 
match with Van 
Dam. l’'m glad ECW 
has given Holly the 
chance to prove 
just how hardcore 
he really is.” 
There’s no doubt 
he has come a long 
way since 1998, 
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Delivering a legdrop onto 
Van Dam (below) and tak- 
ing on the best ECW has 
to offer. Holly has proved 
his hardcore ability. 


when he changed his nickname from “Bombastic 
Bob” (during his brief and forgettable run with The 
New Midnight Express) to Hardcore Holly. While he 
succeeded in the WWF’s hardcore division at the 
time, it was a sanitized version of hardcore wrestling 
compared to what was happening in ECW and else- 


Within a few weeks of his debut 
with ECW. it was clear that Holly 
was determined to make this his 
best run ever. Holly's face 
expresses that determination at 
all limes. even as Van Dam 
whips him across the ring. 


Sometimes, Holly’s “hard-% 
core” tactics would backfire, 
especially when he didn’t have 

a firm grip on his fire extinguish- 

er. How could anyone have taken 

» Holly seriously in this slapstick envi- 
im ronment? Holly isn’t kidding around 


» regarding his current stint in ECW. 


. 
Holly takes control of Al Snow during this 
WWF hardcore title match in 1999. Among 


the remnants of this ridiculous brawl are a 
trashcan, a cookie sheet. a steel chair, 


f—and.Snow's deer head named Pierre. This 


was a far cry TrOmeBCW. s.guts and glory 


| blood matches of the same era: 


where. Holly swung chairs, clobbered people with 


cookie sheets and ring steps, sprayed people with 


| fire extinguishers, and occasionally rolled a bowling 
| ball into someone’s groin. 


Over in ECW, wrestlers like lan and Axl Rotten, 
Sabu, and Sandman were cutting one another to 
ribbons with barbed wire and shards of glass, and 
spent more time playing with fire than fire extin- 
guishers. 

Due in large part to his “Hardcore” nickname, 
Holly became a symbol of the WWF “hardcore-lite” 
division. True aficionados considered Holly—and 
the WWF hardcore division—to be a poor imitation 
of the true hardcore action of ECW. Thanks to his 
exploits with his “cousins,” Crash and Molly, Holly 


| became a comedy figure. 


That made him furious. And it still does. 

“You say the fans were laughing at me back 
then,” Holly said after a recent ECW taping. 
“Maybe they were. But | guarantee you, the guys 


| standing on the other side of the ring from me 
| weren’t laughing. Maybe | wasn’t cutting people 
| with barbed wire, but | didn’t have to do that 
| garbage to win. | beat people into the canvas on 


my own. 

It’s taken more than half a decade, but Holly 
has finally won respect, even from the hardcore 
fans who derided him years earlier. His come- 
back from the staph infection, and the way he 


| handled the severe back laceration he suffered in 
| front of a national audience, demonstrated that 
| Holly is not a man to be laughed at. And, for the 


first time in years, Holly is beginning to hear 
cheers from the fans. 

Though the percep- 
tion of him might have 
changed, Holly says 
his style has remained 
the same since the 
first time he set foot 
into a ring. 

“?’m_ a survivor. | al- 
ways have been,” Holly 
said. “I’ve won champi- 
onships, and I’ve lost 
championships. I’ve 
been hurt, and I’ve hurt 
other people. I’ve been 
through it all, and I’m 
still standing.” 

In fact, Holly is now 
standing near the top 
of the heap in ECW. 
ECW champion Bob 
Holly? These days, that 
doesn’t sound all that 
strangeathought. O 
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Pay, : a aha 
“~%. & By Frank Ingiosi 
‘ \) a F NOT FOR the inclusion of Kurt Angle, 
| EWA: : ) some fans might have missed the distinct 
omy 3 similarities between the respective main 
events at TNA’s Bound for Glory 2006 and 
WCW’s Starrcade 1997. 


On paper, the contest was nothing out of 
the ordinary—at least in wrestling terms. The 
unpopular, rulebreaking champion was facing 
an enigmatic challenger pegged to be the sav- 
ior of a promotion searching for an identity. 

At Bound for Glory, Sting—a legend whose 

career will be revered for years to 
A come—was willing to put his career 
on the line for a shot at NWA champi- 
onship gold. Jeff Jarrett, the defending 
champion, was just as determined to 
F destroy the legend of Sting. Kurt Angle, 
TNA's hot new property, served as a ring- 
y side enforcer. His intervention—taking out 
the referee who was about to discontinue the 
match—allowed Sting to secure the victory. 


The similarities between 
Bound for Glory and © 
) Starrcade are hauntingly 
similar, down to Sting forc- ~ 

> ing Jeff Jarrett into submis- 

» sion with the scorpion death- 
lock (above), just as he did to © 
Hollywood Hogan in 1997 (top 
left). Even more eerie, Kurt 

' Angle played a key role inthe ~ 

outcome, just as Bret Hart did | 
‘nine years earlier. aq 
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At Starrcade, Sting—whose hiatus in the rafters of 
WCW arenas caused his reputation to grow to mythic 
proportions—wanted to strike at the heart of the NWO by 
capturing Hollywood Hogan’s WCW World title. Hogan, 
the defending champion, was just as determined to 
destroy the legend of Sting. Bret Hart, WCW’'s hot new 
property, was scheduled only to referee a match between 
Larry Zbyszko and Eric Bischoff that night. But after Nick 
Patrick, the assigned referee for the WCW World title 
match, had counted Sting’s shoulders to the mat (and 
most observers agreed it was a fair count) and signaled 
for the bell, Hart—in his capacity as a sanctioned official 
for the evening—rushed to the ring, kayoed Patrick, and 
restarted the match, allowing Sting to secure the victory. 

In both cases, the role of the 
“special enforcer” was key. And the 
circumstances surrounding Angle's 
defection from WWE to TNA are 
hauntingly similar to Hart's defec- 
tion from the WWF to WCW. In 
2006, Kurt Angle—according to 


Jarrett taunts Angle by 
applying: an anklelock on 
Sting (below). If Jarrett 
had focused more on win- 
ning the match than 
showing off, he might 
have retained the NWA 
World title. Jarrett was as 
arrogant as Hogan, who § 
gloated while he had Sting 
in a headlock (right). Why 


did both men 
underestimate “tee. “ 
~The Stinger”? ean, 
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most sources—was forced out of WWE due to health 
issues and, as a result, had a falling-out with Vince 
McMahon. In 1997, Bret Hart left the WWF as a result of 
the notorious Survivor Series double-cross and a falling- 
out with Vince McMahon. Both Angle and Hart became 
hot commodities on the wrestling market. 

Is it all coming back now? 

With Angle filling Hart’s role from nearly a decade ago, 
TNA gave the appearance of replicating (by all appear- 
ances, intentionally so) a night that many consider to 
have been the beginning of the end of WCW. Hindsight 
shows that within four years of Sting's WCW World title 
victory, the promotion had ceased operations, been pur- 
chased by the McMahon family, and was shelved in the 
annals of wrestling histo- 
ry. By unloading Hart, the 
struggling WWF relieved 
itself of a huge financial 
obligation and saddled 
WCW with a very expen- 
sive wrestler who would 
never again come close 
to his prior greatness. Will 
Angle share the same 
fate in TNA? 

With the benefit of 
such knowledge, as well 
| as a roster stocked with 
wrestlers privy to the 
inner workings of the 
Monday Night War era, 
one simple question aris- 
es: Why would TNA ever 
consider introducing the 
man some consider their 
savior in such a question- 
able manner? 

For a promotion con- 
stantly teetering on the 
cusp of mainstream 
acceptance and critical 
irrelevance, having the 
Sting-Jarrett match so 
closely resemble the 
Hogan-Sting match 
seems like an odd path to follow. Even 
more frightening—however unlikely—is that 
| TNA matchmakers might not have realized 
the striking similarities between Bound for 
Glory’s main event and WCW's Starrcade 
debacle. TNA cannot afford to allow history 
to repeat itself, even by accident. 

Surely, there will be people who dismiss 
this analysis as superstitious bunk. But 
we're not talking about jinxes. By playing up 
the similarities between Bound for Glory 
and Starreade, TNA has magnified the 


Angle’s interference was more blatant than Hart's, as the 
Olympian executed an “Angle Slam” on the referee, who was 
about to reach a 10-count as Sting and Jarrett lay on the mat. 
In ’97, Hart knocked out the referee with a simple punch. 


comparisons between itself and WCW. And if you're 
reading this article, you need no further proof! 

But what will ultimately distinguish TNA from its ill- 
begotten doppelganger will be how the promotion han- 
dies the fallout from Bound for Glory. In 1997, Hogan 
had so much political influence in WCW that no strategy 
was put together for snuffing out the NWO following 
Sting’s victory. 

Today, after learning from WCW’'s missteps, TNA 
has a cabinet stocked full of big-name talent such as 
Christian Cage, Samoa Joe, and Abyss, all waiting for a 
shot at the top. TNA’s short-term fortunes rest on the 
shoulders of Sting, but the long-term future most cer- 


tainly does not. 

While TNA's future does appear promising, Angle's 
inclusion in the main event at Bound for Glory hasn't 
given fans any indication of how he will “change the 
course of the company’s history,” to paraphrase TNA 
President Dixie Carter. Angle was not immediately thrust 
into the NWA World title chase, but rather engaged in a 
vicious, albeit entertaining, feud with Samoa Joe. 

Wrestling’s past is littered with hundreds of angles and 
feuds that have both bolstered and destroyed promotions 
seeking to establish an identity in the sport. Undoubtedly, 
TNA's powers-that-be have learned from the ghosts of 


his NWA title loss in 2006 (top) every bit as hard as Hogan took his 
WCW title loss in 1997 (bottom). Hogan regained his championship 
soon after. Will Jarrett rebound so quickly ... if ever? 


the past and are determined to succeed where so many 
others have failed. 

TNA cannot avoid the comparisons between Bound 
for Glory and Starrcade. That event is now history. But 
TNA still has the time to learn from the lessons of 
Starrcade, take steps to avoid WCW’'s fate, and live up to 
its promise as a promotion that is bound for glory. Oo 
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The addition of Kurt Angle in TNA was not enough to boost ratings in the late-night time 
slot. TNA is hoping that Impacts move to prime time will cause more viewers to jump to 
the WWE alternative. 
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New TNA time, same TNA chan- 
nel... TNA finally took the leap that 
wrestling pundits and fans every- 
where had been clamoring for 
when it moved /mpact from its 
late-night time slot to a more favor- 
able 9 p.m. Eastern spot in mid- 
November. 

The move was ushered in by a 
two-hour prime time special on 


November 16 that featured the 
in-ring debut of Kurt Angle, 
who defeated the number-one 
contender to the NWA World 
title, Abyss, via submission. 

In a press release issued by 
TNA, the promotion’s presi- 
dent, Dixie Carter, said of the 
improved time slot, “Moving to 
a prime time network slot is the 
next logical step in the ex- 
pansion of the TNA brand— 
and one we're thrilled to have 
accomplished. The earlier time 
slot will allow more people to 
experience TNA’s brand of 
wrestling. The marquee says 
pro wrestling, and that’s exact- 
ly what we offer: the best wres- 
tling in the business, period.” 

The television ratings for 
TNA’s Impact have held steady 
since the program’s move from 
the Saturday night, 11 p.m. 
time slot to Thursday nights at 
the same hour. Still, the num- 
bers have not been tremen- 
dously impressive, so this 
should be the boost in visibility 
the fledgling promotion has 
needed for a long time. 


A second chance at a first 
impression .. Apparently, 
WWE's policy of bringing back 
names from the past extends 
to more than just in-ring 
appearances. Whenever it can, 
WWE tries to make its relation- 
ships with past stars as lucra- 
tive as possible. 

Former WCW President and 
Raw General Manager Eric 
Bischoff released his first pub- 
lished account of the Monday 
Night War in Controversy 
Creates Cash. Bischoff’s ac- 


count of the events surrounding 
wrestling’s most recent golden era 
surpasses the typical tell-all publi- 
cation that has become the norm in 
the industry today. It provides the 
unique perspective of the man 
behind innovative creations such 
as the NWO and, by comparison, 
the more forgettable Ready To 
Rumble movie. Controversy 
Creates Cash debuted at number 
16 on The New York Times Best- 
seller List. 

Not enjoying the same success 
was Hulk Hogan’s daughter, 
Brooke, whose debut CD, Undis- 
covered, fell below anticipated sales 
numbers. In its first week of re- 
lease—considered by music indus- 
try insiders to be the most lucrative 
sales period—the disc sold only 
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Poor Brooke Hogan. All she wants to do 
is sing, but no one will listen ... and even 
fewer are willing to dish out the coin to 
buy her CD, Undiscovered. Interesting 
title, isn’t it? 


30,442 copies and did not gain 
much momentum in the weeks 
thereafter. Brooke served as the 
centerpiece of a feud between her 
father and Randy Orton leading to 
SummerSlam in August. 


After Kane’s mod- 
erately successful debut in See No 
Evil, WWE Films’ second release— 
John Cena’s The Marine—had its 
work cut out for it before even one 
fan set eyes on the film. With a 
markedly higher budget (Evil was 
done for $8-million, whereas The 
Marine had an operating cost of 


$23-million), expectations were 
high that Cena’s story of a service- 
man turned heroic husband would 
appeal to a wider audience, as 
does the wrestler himself. How- 
ever, as of press time, The Marine 
had brought in only $17-million 
after its third week in theaters. 

Unfortunately, this doesn’t bode 
well for former WWF World champi- 
on “Stone Cold” Steve Austin, 
whose film, The Condemned, is slat- 
ed to open in April 2007. Depending 
on the final numbers of both pro- 
jects, WWE Films may reconsider 
the budget of its future releases. 


WWE Stockwatch 


(For the period of October 1 to 31, 2006) 
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TV breakdown 


RAW (USA) 


October 9: 3.8 

October 16: 3.7 
October 23: 3.6 
October 30: 3.6 


November 6: 3.7 


ECW (Sci-Fi 


October 3: 1.7 

October 10: 1.8 
October 17: 1.6 
October 24: 1.6 
October 31: 1.6 


SMACKDOWN (Cw) 


October 6: 2.4 
October 13: 2.2 
October 20: 2.7 
October 27: 2.8 
November 3: 2.8 


IMPACT (Spike TV) 


October 5: 0.8 
October 12: 0.9 
October 19: 0.8 


October 26: 0.8 
November 2: 0.8 
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Analysis: Not surprisingly, Raw’s “Family Reunion” on October 9 was the high point for the brand’s tele- 
vised broadcasts for the month. Since then, the brand’s ratings have slightly decreased before leveling off. Raw 
enjoyed a three-week lead-in to its Cyber Sunday pay-per-view that was held on November 5. Mainstream 
names such as Nick and Aaron Carter, as well as Kevin Federline (who became part of a running feud with John 
Cena), were featured in an effort to spark interest among those who usually don’t watch wrestling. 
Unfortunately—despite the addition of “K-Fed” —Raw scored only 3.6 for the two consecutive weeks at the end 
of October. With Survivor Series looming, it was an interesting marketing tactic for WWE to attempt, and one 
that higher-ups will likely rethink next time around. 


Analysis: There seems to be little that ECW can do to bring in a new influx of viewers or, at this point, main- 
tain the majority of their existing fans. The brand has yet to reach the lofty 2.0-mark it enjoyed in the early 
stages of the re-launch. In fact, the numbers have steadily dropped since reaching the 1.8 mark in an early- 
October episode that featured the highly touted “Divas’ Extreme Strip Poker” segment—and even that failed to 
garner the type of numbers anticipated by WWE. Since then, ECW has held steady at 1.6, although that’s not 
exactly a good sign. Those weeks featured matches between ECW champion The Big Show and Rob Van Dam, 
as well as qualifying bouts for the “Extreme Elimination Chamber” match at the brand’s December to 
Dismember pay-per-view. With lagging television numbers, it’s really no coincidence that WWE decided to dis- 
continue ECW-only house shows at the end of 2006. All is not well in the ECW camp. 


Analysis: Who would have ever guessed that by November, the brightest star in the WWE universe would be 
the oft-forgotten Friday night brand? It appears the CW Network’s promotional strategy has improved 
Smackdown’s ratings, resulting in a sense of optimism in that brand’s locker room. However, the jump in inter- 
est may come from something simpler: compelling storylines and solid wrestling. The October 20 broadcast 
was widely hailed—by both the CW and WWE—as Smackdown’s largest audience since the WB and UPN merg- 
er. That lasted all of one week, as Smackdown bested their previous week’s 2.7 with a 2.8 and that was with a 
surprisingly slow main-event Smackdown World title match between King Booker and Batista. Since then, 
Smackdown has maintained its momentum by focusing on guest appearances (such as John Cena) and new 
additions of old faces (such as Kane). 


Analysis: How is it possible for /mpacf's ratings not to rise after the shocking addition of Kurt Angle to the 
roster? This is the greatest evidence to date that pre-taping and a late-night time slot are doing more to hurt 
TNA than help it. Even Angle’s October 19 debut—a face-off with Samoa Joe—failed to carry the show into 1.0 
territory. By the next issue, TNA will have had a fair shot at wooing the television audience with their prime- 
time offering. If the numbers don’t improve, the next logical step may be for TNA to invest money into producing 
live television events on a weekly basis. 
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Limited quantities of Pro Wrestling Illustrated's 
popular 148-page double issues are available 
by mail order. Act now before they're gone! 


Nes 
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: se DOUBLE ISSUE! July 2004: Brock Shock! The Questions That Must Be Answered! Plus: May 2006: Awesome! Samoa Joe Takes Wrestling Where It’s Never Been 
any ry stliNG Jeff Jarrett, Chris Jericho, Christopher Daniels, Abbott-Shamrock, WrestleMania XX, Before! Plus: Lashley, Angle-Batista, Edge, ROH-CZW, Wrestling Forecaster. 


re we | WrestleMania flashback. 
July 2006: WM 22: Magic Mania Moments! Plus: The State of the Game, Abyss 

March 2005: 2004—The Year In Wrestling. Plus: 2004 In Review, Achievement & Mitchell, Davey Richards, Christian Cage. 
‘05 awards, Unofficial/Official, phantastic photos of 2004, predictions for 2005. 

September 2006: The Triple-H Paradox: What He Needs He Cannot Keep. 
July 2005: Gold Strike! Cena & Batista Change The Face Of Wrestling! Plus: Mid-year report, Shawn Michaels, Rob Van Dam, Chris Daniels, SummerSlam's top 
Plus: Kevin Nash, Chris Benoit, Heartbreakers, all-time WrestleMania roster, the 25 matches, ECW years—1992-2001. 
state of the game. 

November 2006: The PWI 500. Plus: Scott Steiner, Sting, Michaels & Nitro, ECW, 
November 2005: The PWI 500. Plus: Batista, RVD, Samoa Joe, Chris Jericho, Gregory Helms. 
Muhammad Hassan, dream teams. 

Janvary 2007: Sudden Impact! Can Kurt Angle Do For TNA What Hulk 
January 2006: Special Report: WWE vs. TNA: Let The War Begin! Plus: © Hogan Did For WCW? Plus: Raw vs. Smackdown vs. TNA vs. ECW, The Big Show, 
Bryan Danielson, Dudleys-Matt Hardy-Rhino, Ortons, 2005 Report Cards. Orton-Masters-Carlito-Nitro, Matches of the Year. 


March 2006: 2005—The Year In Wrestling. Plus: 2005 In Review, 
Achievement 2005 awards, Unofficial/Official awards, phantastic photos of 2005, 


PRICES APPLY IN THE U.S. ONLY. ALL OTHER COUNTRIES PLEASE ADD $2.00 PER MAGAZINE FOR SURFACE MAIL 
($5.00 AIRMAIL). INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY. PLEASE ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 


predictions for 2006. 
Please send me the | have checked below. | have enclosed a 
1 check or money order for $8.95, payable to London Publishing Co., for each issue 
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HERE IS A common practice in 

the world of television by which 

a network will pull a struggling 
new program from its regular place in 
the broadcast schedule in order to 
retool and repackage the show for a 
re-launch at a later date. 

Faithful viewers are led to believe 
that, behind the scenes, writers and 
executives alike are working fever- 
ishly in an effort to resurrect their 
beloved program. The goal: Make it 
better and more intriguing in the 
hopes that soon, after all the fine-tun- 
ing by some of the greatest minds in 
the business, they will once again be 
able to settle down for 22 minutes of 
cutting-edge relationship humor 
about a chubby, well-intentioned 
Neanderthal father and his way-too- 
hot-for-him wife with a rapier wit or, 
for the drama buffs, whatever rene- 
gade doctor/lawyer/cop program is 
generating a buzz. 


Happens all the time, right? 

Here’s a quiz for you, my fellow 
TV aficionados. Anyone remember 
Poochinski? Oh, you know that old 
chestnut: cop dies, is reincarnated as 
a gruff but loveable bulldog, hilarity 
ensues. That one starred acting leg- 
end of both the big and small screen, 
Peter Boyle,.as the much maligned 
Officer Poochinski. 

Not quite what you’re looking for? 

How about the comedy classic 
Heat Vision And Jack starring the 
tenacious Jack Black as an astro- 
naut who gains superior mental pow- 
ers after flying too close to the sun. 
Naturally, no zany astronaut show 
would be complete without a talking 
motorcycle voiced by Owen Wilson. 

Yep ... they're real. They’re damn 
real. 

| revisit these gaffes of modern 
entertainment to illustrate the notion 
that some things may sound good to 


zz 


While there is a horde of loyal ECW fans, the reincarnation of the brand has failed to 
bring in attendance and revenue, especially from house shows. Such a drop in interest 
has caused WWE to cancel further ECW house shows—the most recent indicator of the 


second fall of ECW. 
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those with the power to make big 
decisions, but they may not come off 
as well as previously thought. 

As | sat down on a huge pile of 
sweet, sweet PW/ money to write 
this column, WWE had recently 
announced it was ceasing operation 
of ECW house shows for an indefi- 
nite period. As of press time, the plan 
was for ECW’s crew to tour with the 
Smackdown brand until the extreme 
wing of the company could stand on 
its own. 

While it may be a step back for 
ECW, this isn’t an altogether shock- 
ing move by WWE. Reports indicat- 
ed that ECW house shows had 
steadily declined in attendance and 
weren't generating the type of inter- 
est that made staging live events 
worth the expense, a far cry from the 
excitement that surrounded the 
brand during its re-launch in June. 

Naturally, when the brand was 
brought back to life by WWE, 
ECW shows were extremely en 
vogue. Yet, as predicted by many 
who follow the industry, once the 
novelty wore off, fans quickly real- 
ized they were paying to see a 
third-rate production. 

Still, | come here to praise ECW, 
not to bury it. Okay, maybe “praise” 
is a bit misleading. It's more like 
“explain” ECW. 

Unfortunately, if my hours of 
watching network television and pro 
wrestling have taught me anything, 
history doesn’t bode well for ECW. 
Much like the television programs | 
mentioned, it’s rare that fans will ever 
warm up to—or clamor for the resus- 
citation of—something they weren't 
very interested in from the beginning. 

ECW’s television programming 
seems safe for the time being, 
despite the brand’s cessation of live 
events. And why shouldn't it be? It’s 
easy when ECW comes to you— 
free of charge—each Tuesday 
night in your own home. But, mak- 
ing the effort to go out to an arena 
and shell out some of your hard- 
earned coin to see a riveting, non- 
extreme grudge match between 
Danny Doring and ... ah, who the 
hell cares at that point, I’ve already 


What the big boss man says, goes. And if ECW doesn’t result in financial gain for the 
McMahon empire, Vince will pull the plug on the hardcore brand faster than ABC lost 
faith in Poochinski. 


lost interest. You get the point. 

Going to a live wrestling event can 
be one of the most exciting experi- 
ences in sports. It’s an investment— 
both financially and emotionally—in a 
product you truly believe in as a fan. 
And, in return, as both a fan and a 
consumer, we have come to count 
on a certain level of commitment 
from those we are paying to see. 
However, when it becomes evident 
that those involved are just as disen- 
chanted with the product as the fans, 
it's a hard sell. When the company 
producing the show indicates 
through indifference that it’s not en- 
tirely behind the product, it’s a bor- 
derline lost cause for a fan. 

And, alas, here we are. 

Did anyone think we’d get to a 
point, this quickly, where TNA runs 
more house shows than a brand with 
the financial backing of WWE? 

Of course, I’m not at all ready to 
declare that this forced moratorium 
on live events is the official death 
knell for ECW, even though there 
has not been a guarantee that WWE 
is entirely committed to bringing the 
brand all the way back to viability. 
But, despite the natural urge to point 
and tell Vince McMahon “I told you 
so,” Can anyone actually blame 
WWE for making this call? 

Professional wrestling is a busi- 
ness above all else. Ever since he 
bought his father’s company, 
McMahon has proven time and again 
that if something isn’t good for busi- 


ness, it ceases to be a part of his 
organization. Period. That is, of 
course, until some time passes and a 
few more bucks can be squeezed 
out of it—and that may be the saving 
grace for ECW as it exists today. 
Anything can, and usually does, hap- 
pen in this industry. ECW might have 
lost what was left of its momentum 
thanks to this move, but it is, by no 
means, extinct. 

It's simply an aspect of human 
nature to procrastinate when it 
comes to doing something that 
doesn’t interest you. And, as any- 
one who's plopped down in front of 
the tube on a Tuesday night to 
catch ECW on the Sci-Fi Channel 
knows, the name and some of the 
faces are there, but the heart and 
the effort of days gone by are con- 
spicuously absent. 

For now, let’s just buy into the 
notion that ECW in live form is cur- 
rently going through a period of 
retooling and repackaging before 
its glorious return to an arena near 
you at a later point in the season. 
Live, extreme wrestling of the WWE 
variety is on hiatus for now, so save 
your money, log on to YouTube, 
and catch up on lost episodes of 
Poochinski. CO 

Questions, comments, concerns 
you'd like Frank to address? Send it 
all to pwi_ingiosi@yahoo.com. Also, 
be sure to check out Frank’s online 
column, “The Turn,” which is posted 
each week at www.pwi-online.com. 


DON’T 
MISS 


PWI UPDATE 
WITH 


FRANK 
INGIOSI 


EXCLUSIVELY ON: 
pwi-online.com 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated Man- 
aging Editor Frank Ingiosi, is in- 
sightful, provocative, and down- 
right funny! You’ve read “The 
Trade’s Mark” in PWI. Now check 
out Frank’s column, “The Turn,” 
every Friday afternoon. 


Ingiosi On Undertaker vs. Henry: 
“The Undertaker looked great, hitting 
spot after spot and manhandling 
Henry as if he were a sack of pota- 
toes (which, ironically, will rank three 
spots higher than Henry in this 
year’s PWI 500.)” 


Ingiosi On Joey Styles’ Promo: 
“Nothing was sacred, as Styles at- 
tacked some of the company’s ridicu- 
lous storylines, as well as the chair- 
man himself. Basically, for one beau- 
tiful three-minute span, Styles was 
the voice of every disgruntled fan.” 


Ingiosi On WWE Women: “I! hope 
something relatively interesting hap- 
pens soon, because I’m actually get- 
ting tired of this weekly, mind-numb- 
ingly repetitive catfight between 
Mickie James, Ashley, and Trish. It’s 
actually gotten to the point where it 
bores me both as a wrestling fan and 
as a man. Did | just write that?” 


Frank Ingiosi ... 
on pwi-online.com! 
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Will, 10SE, OF Graw 
By Harry Burkett 


E LOOKS LIKE a manager. 

Would you trust a guy with 

sequins and blond hair, or a 
guy with rubber bands through his 
face? Would you trust Mr. Fuji to 
handle your money, or that guy with 
the megaphone? Or a guy named 
Slick? Or Freddie Blassie, a guy 
dressed like a quarter? Cornette 
looks like a mama’s boy who would 
drive a hard bargain.” 

That was Bobby Heenan talking 
about Jim Cornette during an inter- 
view | conducted with him in the 
Volume 11, 2007, issue of The Wres- 
tler/Inside Wrestling. Despite his 
feud with Cornette in Ring of Honor a 
couple of years ago, Heenan res- 


Why did Nick Bockwinkel, Andre the Giant, and Ric Flair all trust Bobby Heenan as their manager? 
Supposedly, it was because Heenan helped them make money and handled their other business 
affairs. But mostly he, and others like him, did the talking and let the wrestlers wrestle. 
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pects “The Louisville Lip” as the con- 
summate manager. In my opinion, 
the best managers have given credi- 
bility not only to their charges, but to 
wrestling as a whole. 

Whether it has been Cornette 
leading The Midnight Express, or 
James J. Dillon guiding The Four 
Horsemen, managers presumably 
handle the business affairs of their 
clients, giving credence to the 
notion that wrestlers are individu- 
als in control of their own des- 
tinies. Even the classic managers of 
the old WWWF—Freddie Blassie, 
The Grand Wizard, and Capt. Lou 
Albano—were never viewed as com- 
pany employees. That’s quite a 


change from today, when “Super- 
stars” are perceived as corporate 
shills or booking pawns. 

And, above all, a manager must 
know how to talk. 

It's too bad that managers are 
nearly extinct. There are a few, such 
as Armando Alejandro Estrada, who 
manages Umaga, and Daivari, who 
manages The Great Khali. There 
was Scott D’Amore’s Team Canada, 
but only Canadians qualified for 
membership. What happened to old- 
fashioned stables comprised of an 
eclectic group of wrestlers? Mem- 
bers of a stable didn’t even neces- 
sarily form tag teams or interfere in 
each other’s matches. 

Their only common bond was 
respect for their manager’s business 
acumen. Often, a manager would 
appear three or four times during a 
single card, each time accompanying 
another charge to the ring. At one 
point, Heenan managed seven wres- 
tlers at the same time. 

There are some decent indy man- 
agers, including Kenny Bolin in Ohio 
Valley, but I’d like to see more in 
WWE and TNA. This would help 
solve the problem of wrestlers (who, 
fortunately, are not trained 
actors) trying to regurgitate 
scripted lines. WWE wres- 
tlers, in particular, are so 
careful not to stumble over a 
word and so preoccupied 
with advancing a narrow sto- 
ryline for a given night that 
they seem like they’re read- 
ing cue cards. 

This is what separates 
main-eventers from mid- 
carders. The best talkers in 
the business have adapted 
the elements of the old- 
school promo—such as cad- 
ence, intensity, and the 
occasional catchphrase—to 
the modern-era approach of 
Creative spoon-feeding them 
very specific material. John 
Cena, Triple-H, Shawn Mich- 
aels, Edge, King Booker, 
and, believe it or not, The 
Big Show are the best talk- 
ers in WWE. It’s no coinci- 


dence that four of those 
men have been champi- 
ons of their respective 
brands within the past six 
months. 

Over in TNA, the best 
talkers are Sting, Kurt 
Angle, Christian Cage, 
and, believe it or not, Jeff 
Jarrett. Samoa Joe, on 
the other hand, gives a 
credible interview (more 
like the Arn Anderson 
variety), but his vocal 
delivery does not evoke 
star-power. Unfortun- 
ately, most X division 
wrestlers haven’t been 
given the opportunity to 
develop their mike skills. 

Let’s face it. Some 
guys will never cut a 
good promo. Chris Ben- 
oit is the premier exam- 
ple, but he has enough 
in-ring talent to compen- 
sate for that. In the old 
days, fan favorites didn’t need good 
vocal skills because they were sup- 
posed to project modesty and humili- 
ty—and also come across as aver- 
age guys. Kerry Von Erich, Rick 
Martel, Bob Backlund, and many oth- 
ers gave only average interviews, 
but that was okay. 

Rulebreakers were different. 
Heels needed to brag, talk trash, and 
anger audiences with their inter- 
views. Scott Steiner, Roddy Piper, 
and Superstar Graham have been 
among the best. If a bad guy stut- 
tered over his words, fans were more 
likely to feel sympathy for him, which 
would be a bad thing. 

And, if they couldn’t talk a good 
game, a manager was an absolute 
must. The Midnight Express, Bob 
Orton Jr., and Stan Stasiak are just a 
few who needed managers to get 
their points across ... and make 
them despised men. 

Today, there are many wrestlers 
who need managers to “talk up” their 
talents. Shelton Benjamin and 
Charlie Haas are prime examples. 
They are struggling in WWE. That's 
a shame, considering their tremen- 


dous in-ring abilities. After Shelton’s 
mama was a flop, Benjamin was rel- 
egated to accusing the white pow- 
ers-that-be of racism. And Haas has 
become Viscera’s regular tag team 
partner. Need | say more? 

Benjamin and Haas, formerly The 
World's Greatest Tag Team, need a 
manager. I'd like to see younger tal- 
ent get a chance at managing. Why 
not Kevin Federline? He has been 
excellent as John Cena’s nemesis 
on Raw. Why not Dustin “Screech” 
Diamond? The former Saved By The 
Bell star managed for a brief while in 
Memphis. Besides, | hear he’s taking 
up a collection on the Internet be- 
cause the bank is about to foreclose 
on his house. The guy could use the 
bucks and, considering the never 
ending nostalgia for the ‘80s and 
early-’90s, he could attract new fans. 
Jonny Fairplay, who appeared in 
TNA for a short time, was rebuffed 
by WWE. Why? 

We need punk managers! Are we 
forgetting the extraordinary contribu- 
tions of Cornette, Jimmy Hart, and 
Paul E. Dangerously? Come on, 
Paul Heyman, you of all people 


= > 


Roddy Piper invites Rory and Robbie McAllister to speak during a recent edition of Raw. Harry Burkett 
thinks Piper should be on the other end of the microphone, speaking for The Highlanders. And “Hot Rod” 
definitely would be better off managing instead of wrestling at this point in his career. 


should not underestimate what man- 
agers could do for talented yet bland 
heels such as Mike Knox and Test. 
Get on your mobile phone and make 
some calls! 

WWE has a deep talent pool of 
potential managers. It’s known as 
the WWE Hall of Fame. Roddy Piper 
managed Paul Orndorff and David 
Shultz when he arrived in the WWF 
in 1984. What's wrong with him man- 
aging The Highlanders? It’s better 
than having him share the Raw 
World tag team title with Ric Flair at 
the age of 53! And why not ask 
Jimmy Hart to dust off his mega- 
phone and manage The Spirit 
Squad? That would be pep rally! 

| think TNA is more likely to intro- 
duce managers to their product. 
Scott D'Amore was an effective man- 
ager for Team Canada, and Shane 
Douglas becoming a motivational 
coach for The Naturals is the perfect 
use for “The Franchise’s” talents. 
There are many veterans who could 
become great mouthpieces for ver- 
bally challenged wrestlers. 

Even if some of those guys dress 
like quarters. 
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the straight shooter 


i By Dan Murphy 


LL 


Senior Writer Dan Murphy has lost faith in Samoa Joe’s potential. Once touted as 
“the next NWA World champion,” Joe has watched the title switch hands six times 
since his June 2005 debut. 
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Samoa Joe. 

Back in the spring of 2005, Joe 
stormed into TNA, a blast of fresh air 
in a stagnant cesspool of WCW 
retreads and bland X division spot 
monkeys. Joe—the 300-pound 
“Samoan Submission Machine.” The 
pride and darling of the Ring of Honor 
set. The take-no-prisoners, stiffer- 
than-a-double-shot-of-whiskey-on- 
the-rocks muscle-buster who held on 
to the ROH title for damn close to two 
years. The guy who gave the leg- 
endary Kenta Kobashi perhaps his 
biggest challenge of 2005. 

Signing Joe was a major coup for 
TNA because WWE had already 
come calling, and Joe turned down 
the billion-dollar corporation in favor 
of the tiny little promotion running out 
of Universal Studios. 

And, for a while, it looked like Joe 
would finally be what TNA needed to 
seriously establish itself as a legiti- 
mate alternative to WWE, and not 
just a company for guys too small to 
make it in WWE. That was never the 
case, but it was a perception, and, in 
some cases, perception can be more 
important than reality. 

So Joe came in and established 
himself as the bully of the X division. 
He beat Christopher Daniels to a 
bloody pulp and left A.J. Styles a 
crumpled heap of jellied flesh and 
spastically quivering nerve endings. 
Barely four months into his TNA run, 
and Joe was already being hailed as 
“the next NWA World champion.” 

Here we are, more than a year 
later, and Joe is still on the cusp of 
realizing his potential in TNA. He’s 
still “the next NWA World champion,” 
but a great deal of that momentum 
Joe had going has evaporated. 

Admittedly, there’s a decent 
chance Joe could be holding the 
NWA World title by the time you read 
this column. It doesn’t matter. Joe 
should have won that title long 
before now. He should have been 
competing for that title when 
Christian Cage leapfrogged over him 
and won the belt from Jeff Jarrett. He 
should have been competing for that 
title when Sting parlayed a less-than- 
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part-time wrestling career into a 
world championship. 

When Joe entered TNA, he was 
something different. He was a 
brawler who was extensively 
schooled in shootfighting and sub- 
mission grappling. He was a heavy- 
set guy who could—and frequently 
did—wrestle 60-minute matches. He 
radiated intensity and intimidation 
like no one else in TNA. 

But a year has passed since 
then, and Joe has become just 
another wrestler on the TNA roster. 
Sting came in with more fanfare, as 
did Christian. Most recently, Kurt 
Angle debuted and stole the shine 
from Joe again. 

More importantly, Joe doesn’t 
seem to care. He hasn't cut the sort 
of chilling promos he once did in 
ROH. He hasn’t taken charge and 
demanded an immediate title shot. 
He’s scored plenty of wins, but more 
than a year has passed, and he’s still 
in the exact same place as he was 
four months into his TNA run. 

| expected more of Joe. We all 
did. But here we are, with Sting (as 
of this writing) as the NWA champi- 
on, and Joe glowering off on the 
sidelines. Joe has yet to wrestle one 
of those classic matches in TNA he 
seemed to have once every six 
weeks or so in ROH. He has yet to 
go 60 minutes, or to have a Match of 
the Year candidate. 

It's not that Samoa Joe has done 
badly since joining TNA. In fact, he 
has done quite well. But he hasn’t 
come anywhere close to meeting our 
expectations. And |’m starting to 
think he never will. 

Part of it may be that TNA simply 
wasn't ready for a wrestler like Joe. 
It’s like a football team built around 
the passing game drafting a smash- 
mouth running back and only giving 
him 10 carries per game. Outside of 
Styles and Daniels, Joe hasn’t had 
the level of competition he deserved. 
He hasn't had the opportunity to 
show everything he can do. 

Sure, that’s likely to change as 
soon as he and Angle get some 
chances to mix it up, but had Angle 
not popped up in TNA, Joe would 


A few months ago, Joe was embroiled in heated feuds with TNA’s top stars, including A.J. 
Styles and Christopher Daniels. But recent months have pitted the “Samoan Submission 
Machine” against Raven, TNA’s perennial on-again/off-again wrestler. Hopefully, Angle’s 
presence will change that for Joe. 


have almost no opponents who 
make a strong match for him. Joe is 
unabashedly strong-style. Jarrett, 
Sting, Scott Steiner, and virtually 
every other TNA headliner other 
than Abyss are decidedly not 
strong-style. While some matches 
could be intriguing, few would likely 
compare to some of his unforget- 
table battles in ROH. 

Consider this: TNA still bills Joe as 
being undefeated. Yet somehow Joe 
has won—and lost—the X division 
title on two occasions. Somehow 
TNA created a “gray area” between 
winning and losing. That gray area 


has sucked the spark out of Joe. 
Maybe | sound like Matt Brock 
when | say this, but | firmly believe 
wrestling should be man-against- 
man or tag team-against-tag team. 
Multiple-man matches—those three- 
way dances and “King Of The 
Mountain” disasters that TNA adores 
so much—kill the excitement of a 
long-awaited singles match. 
Through small-minded thinking 
and uncreative booking, TNA has 


‘allowed Joe—the one-time savior of 


the company—to grow stale. And, 
worse yet, Joe has allowed it to 
happen. O 
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You're at the airport. You see your favorite wrestler relaxing in one of the 


terminals. You rush up to him or her as questions fill your excited mind. 
There are certain things you just have to know about this person. 
Well, these are the 12 questions you'd never think of asking 


Hero: Well, if I'm.in the mood to laugh, | can always 
watch an Eddie Kingston match. However, | plan on 
eventually hiring Kamala to entertain Claudio and myself 
with his amazing musical expertise. 


Castagnoli: Most of them. 
Comic “books” are for nerds. Read 
The Financial Times, Forbes, or 
something educational! 


Hero: Claudio and | would be in 
the NBA. We’ve won dozens of 
two-on-two tournaments all across the world, and Claudio 
played for the Swiss National team in Athens in 2004. | 
rebound, he scores. 


Castagnoli: Great men do great things and “The Kings 
Of Wrestling” are great men. It was a great feeling. Every 
day in my life feels great! 


Hero: I’m smooth by experience. Claudio is smooth by 
nature. He’s foreign, come on! | am working on a faux 
Swiss accent though ... 
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Castagnoli: | would have let Chris 
Hero do the training. 


ee 23.32 Kings oF Wresting 


choose Wawa over Sheetz, but we’ve 
frequented IHOPs and Denny's estab- 
lishments all across the land. 


Castagnoli: Rene Lasartesse, Jorg Abderhalden. 


Hero: West was too cartooney. Keaton was too whiny. 
Kilmer's movie was lame, and Clooney’s was worse. I’m 
going to give it to Bale. Ninja Batman 
kicked ass. 


Castagnoli: Claudio Castagnoli 
doesn't get stranded on desert islands! 
But, if | did, it would probably be with 
Chris Hero, as we always travel togeth- 
er. | don’t really travel with any of the above. 


Hero: A wrestling fan on a message board said that my 
75-year-old grandmother was attractive. Now, good looks 
definitely run in my family, but you have to wonder what 
perverse thoughts were going through that guy’s head. 


Castagnoli: Good thing it’s the last time! It’s time you 
come up with a new closing question because this one is 
really getting old. Kings reign supreme! 
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ATORU SAYAMA ADOPTED 

the persona of a Japanese 

comic book character and 
became arguably the most influ- 
ential junior heavyweight in 
wrestling history. 

Trained by Antonio Inoki and 
Karl Gotch, Sayama made his 
pro debut at the age of 18 in 
1976 for New Japan Pro Wrest- 
ling, appearing under his given 
name. At only 160 pounds, 
Sayama was considered too 
small to receive a full-time 
position with the company, and 
he was sent abroad to further 
hone his skills. Sayama toured 
England, wrestling as Sammy 
Lee, then moved on to Mexico, 
where he mastered the lucha 
libre style. While in Mexico, 
Sayama added muscle mass 
and won the NWA middleweight 
championship. 

When Sayama returned to his 
home country, New Japan pro- 
moters approached him with an 
extremely unconventional idea, 
especially by Japanese stan- 
dards. They wanted to attract 
younger fans and decided to 
create a pro wrestler based on a 
popular Japanese comic book 
character called “Tiger Mask.” 
Sayama was offered the role, 
and he accepted. 
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Decked out in the comic book 
outfit, complete with the trade- 
mark fuzzy mask, Tiger Mask 
made his debut on April 23, 
1981, against The Dynamite Kid. 
Tiger Mask stunned fans by scor- 
ing a clean pinfall over The 
Dynamite Kid—one of the most 
respected wrestlers on the NJPW 
roster—with a German suplex. 

Though some fans were out- 
raged at the prospect of a comic 
book superhero being pushed as 


The Wrestling Observer 


In each issue, PW will honor one member of Te Wrestling Observer 
Hall of Fame, which we recognize as the sport's official Hall of Fame 


a legitimate wrestler, Tiger Mask 
quickly began to win over his 
critics with his acrobatic style, 
incredible agility, and death- 
defying lucha libre attacks. 

Tiger Mask and Dynamite Kid 
would have one of the classic 
feuds of the 1980s, thrilling fans 
with their fast-paced bouts and 
proving that lighter-weight 
wrestlers could be major attrac- 
tions. Tiger Mask popularized 
several suplex variations— 


Tiger Mask stuns Dos Caras with a back kick during their December 1981 match in Japan. 
Caras, the younger brother of Mil Mascaras, was no doubt surprised that Tiger Mask—a 
much smaller foe—was able to mount such a powerful attack. 


ry 


In a rare WWF junior heavyweight title defense at Madison Square Garden in November 
1982, Tiger Mask springboards toward former champ Jose Estrada. Five months earli- 
er, Tiger Mask emerged victorious in his American debut against a pretty decent 
unknown by the name of Dynamite Kid. 


including his “Tiger Suplex,” 
double-underhook suplex, and 
German suplex—as well as his 
tombstone piledriver, cartwheel 
plancha, and flying headbutt. 

The masked star won the 
WWF junior heavyweight title 
(NJPW’s top junior heavy- 
weight championship at the 
time) on three occasions and 
the NWA junior heavyweight 
title twice, and he defended 
both titles throughout Japan, 
Europe, the United States, and 
Mexico. However, simultane- 
ously holding titles for rival 
promotions proved to be a 
political minefield, and Say- 
ama became frustrated by the 
backstage politics at work in 
the wrestling industry. 

In 1983, still at the height of 
his game, Sayama announced 
his retirement from wrestling 
and left the sport to teach kick- 
boxing. New Japan promoters 
WWF junior heavyweight champion 
Tiger Mask prepares for another ti- 
tle defense. Thanks to Tiger Mask, 
that title became far more presti- 


gious in Japan than it ever did in 
the United States. 


opted to keep the Tiger Mask 
character alive, and Mitsuharu 
Misawa was given the mask— 
and two more wrestlers would 


keep the character alive in the 
ensuing years. Sayama resur- 
faced in the UWF—a rival of 
New Japan’s—the following 
year, but was prohibited from 
using the Tiger Mask name. 
Billing himself as Super Tiger, 
he feuded extensively with 
Akira Maeda before backstage 
politics again drove him from 
the sport. 

Sayama vented his frustra- 
tions through a tell-all book 
that exposed the secrets of the 
business, making Sayama a 
hated man in the Japanese 
puroresu world. He eventually 
became a martial arts trainer. 

Under the name Tiger King, 
Sayama returned to the ring in 
1995 for a match against his 
trainer, Antonio Inoki. He wres- 
tled sporadically over the next 
few years as The Original Tiger 
Mask. Despite his dislike of the 
politics of wrestling, Sayama 
was later involved with promo- 
tions such as the Universal 
Fighting Organization, Seikendo, 
and Real Japan Pro Wrestling. 

Sayama helped popu- 
larize junior heavy- 
weight wrestling at a 
time when the sport was 
dominated by super- 
heavyweights, paving 
the way for wrestlers 
such as Rey Mysterio 
Jr., Ultimo Dragon, 
Jushin Liger, Chris Be- 
4 noit, and many others. 
Sayama was handed a 
controversial gimmick 
and relied upon his ath- 
leticism, martial arts 
background, and intense 
desire to compete to 
become universally rec- 
ognized as the best 
pound-for-pound 
wrestler of his genera- 
tion and one of the most 
influential wrestlers 
ever. He is a charter 
member of The Wrest- 
ling Observer Hall of 
Fame. O 
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NLY A SELECT few can challenge stand- 

ing as the most accomplished independent wrestler 

in North America over the past half-decade. In late- 

September, the 27-year-old Brooklyn native added to his 

emerging legacy by capturing one of the few honors that 

had previously eluded him—winning the highly regarded 
Ted Petty Invitational, hosted by IWA Mid-South. 

Low-Ki, presently a dominant player in TNA’s X divi- 

sion as , triumphed over a field of 24 wrestlers, 
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Senshi, also known as Low-Ki, was a star on the independent 
scene before his reign as X champion. Low-Ki continues to make 
his mark, winning IWA Mid-South’s Ted Petty Invitational. 
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representing a wide array of styles and promotions from 
around the country. He defeated 

, and in the first three rounds, then 
bested in a spectac- 
ular three-way finale. 

“This is, without a doubt, one of the most competitive 
fields | have ever done battle with,” said the ultra-serious 
Low-Ki, also a previous winner of the ECWA Super 8 and 
IWC King of the Indies tournaments, as well as the first 
Ring of Honor champion in 2002. “Every match was a 
challenge because each of those warriors put me to the 
test.” 

The TPI is one of the most prestigious tournaments on 
the indy calendar. It was inaugurated in 2000 as the 
Sweet Science 16, but IWA Mid-South promoter 

changed the name to honor the memory of 
(better known as from ECW's Public 
Enemy tag team) after Petty passed away in 2002. 
Previous winners are (in order): j 


and 


; 4 ‘ , and 
While the tournament was the main focal point, TPI 
Weekend also featured some major developments in the 
IWA Mid-South title picture. emerged as 
the company’s new heavyweight champion, ending 
‘Ss 3%-month reign. In addition, 
retained his light heavyweight title, 
defeating in a loser-leaves-town match. 
Last month, we reported that the self-proclaimed 
_— and 
—had added the Ring of Honor tag team title 
to go along with their reign as CHIKARA’s “Campeones 
De Parejas.” On October 14, the arrogant duo managed 
to pull off a trifecta, winning a four-team tournament to 
capture their second Combat Zone Wrestling tag team 
championship. 

The Kings of Wrestling defeated the BLKOUT contin- 
gent of and in the second 
round, earning a measure of revenge for Hero, who had 
lost the CZW heavyweight title to BLKOUT leader 

back in early-September. 

Castagnoli, incidentally, reportedly impressed WWE offi- 
cials at a recent tryout held by one of WWE's developmen- 
tal affiliates, Georgia-based Deep South Wrestling. The 
“Swiss Money Man” also worked as a security guard for 

on an episode of Raw not long ago. Don't 
be surprised to see him offered a contract in the near future. 


Meanwhile, word is that The 
Kings of Wrestling are now target- 
ing the Pro Wrestling Guerrilla and 
IWA Mid-South tag titles. Just how 
many belts can Hero and 
Castagnoli capture and manage to 
defend? Stay tuned. 

In other tag team news, Florida- 
based Full Impact Pro, also 
crowned new tag champs in 
October. , widely 
considered one of the best young 
duos in the country, defeated 
and , otherwise known 
as , to 
claim the straps. However, the for- 
mer ROH, CZW, and Pro Wrestling 
Unplugged tag team champions 
were not successful during the 
recent PWU Public Enemy-Pit Bulls (ees 
Memorial Tag Team Tournament in 
Philadelphia. Jay’s absentminded 
flying elbow sent brother Mark to 
the hospital after a match against 

during the first 

round of the tourney. Mark finished 
the match and then sought medical J 
attention for his four knocked-out 
teeth and torn gums. Jay finished 
the tournament with as his 
partner. and 

beat the team when Joker 
turned against Briscoe and aided 
their opponents. 

ultimately won the tourna- 
ment. 

Contrary to rumors spread on the Internet, 

did not have one of his little toes amputated 
after being involved in a car accident in late-October. 

Cabana, who was traveling with and 

from an ROH event in Dayton, Ohio, to 
another show in Chicago Ridge, Illinois, suffered minor 
bruises after his car hydroplaned and crashed amid bad 
weather conditions. 

The vehicle was totaled, but, thankfully, all three men 
walked away with only bruises and scratches. Cabana, 
Pearce, and Prazak were all wearing safety belts, which 
likely saved their lives. None missed any commitments 
as a result of the accident. 

Recent title changes: 

AWA Supreme, Madison, IN, September 23: 

pinned to win the 
Supreme TV title ... Pro Wrestling Xtreme, Tillsonburg, 
ON, September 24: defeated 
to win the PWX X division title, then lost the title to 
(who snuck into the ring and rolled up Deaner while he 
was celebrating his initial win) ... Pro Wrestling 


After accidentally knocking out four of brother Mark’s teeth, Jay Briscoe was matched up 
with Joker for the remainder of PWU’s tag team tournament in Philadelphia. But his new 
partner was no help, offering aid to their opponents during the match. 


Guerrilla, Reseda, CA, October 7: & 
defeated & to win the PWG 
tag team title ... Ohio Valley Wrestling, Louisville, KY, 
October 11: pinned 
(with ) to become the new OVW 
TV champion ... Deep South Wrestling, McDonough, 
GA, October 12: defeated 
( & ) to win the DSW tag 


team title ... World Pro Wrestling Association, 
Strathmere, NJ, October 13: (with 
) defeated (with ) to win 


the WPWA title ... International Wrestling Cartel, 
Elizabeth, NJ, October 14: 


( & ) defeated ( 

& ) in a no-DQ match to claim the IWC 
tag team title ... Ohio Valley Wrestling, Louisville, KY, 
October 18: & beat 

& ) to become the new 

Southern tag team champions ... Chaotic Wrestling, 
Lowell, MA, October 20: & 
defeated ( & 

) to win the tag team title. 0 
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HE LONGTIME TAG team of and 
will continue to be a top attrac- 
tion for New Japan, but not as a team. Tenzan 
has formed a stable of his own called 
, or GBH for short. He has recruited 
, a seasoned New Japan veteran who has 
been something of a freelancer for the past few years, 
as well as , a mid-card fixture who had 
been lost in the talent mix. Tenzan’s new stable also 
includes , who takes a big step up into the 
main-event picture by his association with the group. 
Tenzan’s GBH has been dominant, running 
roughshod over local talent when they stormed an 
Apache-Gun wrestling event and won a three-team 
tournament in New Japan at the end of October. In the 
finals, GBH faced a quartet led by Chono, consisting of 
} (formerly 
during his WWE days), and 
(formerly known as ). The tournament allowed 
for members of each team to be eliminated, but the 
bouts could end only when one team captain eliminat- 


Former friends and partners Masa Chono and Hiroyoshi Tenzan, together at this 
2003 press conference, find themselves on opposite sides of the ring again. 
Tenzan’s Great Heel Bash stable is dominating New Japan, and Chono is one of the 
few stars willing to stand up to the rulebreaking clique. 
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By Mike Spillane 


ed the opposing team’s captain. In the end, Tenzan 
used his tombstone driver variation to defeat Chono. 

’s first successful defense of the 
Global Honored Crown heavyweight title took place on 
American soil, against of Ring of 
Honor fame. After that, Marufuji returned to his native 
Japan for an equally historic defense that marked the 
first time the heavyweight title was contested between 
two junior heavyweights. Champ Marufuji, who weighs 
211 pounds, faced off against his former partner and 
rival, , who weighs just 195 pounds, in the main 
event at Budokan Hall. The two delivered one of the 
most memorable title contests in NOAH history, ending 
with Marufuji retaining the title just under the 33-minute 
mark. For his next defense, Marufuji will face his leg- 
endary mentor, former GHC heavyweight champion 


In April of 2007, the Liverpool Olympia will play 
host to a giant, 16-company tournament that has 
been named The King of Europe Cup. The multi-pro- 
motional tourney is set to become one of the premier 
events not just on the European 
scene, but on the annual wrestling 
calendar as a whole. 

At press time, half of the invited 
promotions had made commitments 
to the event. Europe’s Premier 
Promotions will send a representa- 
tive, as will English promotion 1PW 
and the top German company, 
Westside Xtreme Wrestling. Five 
American companies have also 
pledged to participate in the 2007 
King of Europe Cup. California 
independent Pro Wrestling Guerilla 
has announced its involvement, as 
has IWA Mid-South, home of the 
annual Invitational. East 
Coast promotions such as Combat 
Zone Wrestling, CHIKARA, and 
Ring of Honor will also send 
wrestlers to the tournament. 

Organizers of the tournament 
have stated they are trying to foster 
cooperation with groups in Mexico 
and Japan before looking to more 
American and European companies 


for talent. Conspicuous by its 
absence thus far is England’s 
All Star-group, promoted by 
. All Star is the 
most prolific promotion in the 
United Kingdom, sometimes 
offering as many as 24 live 
events per month. Because of 
the company’s relentless tour- 
ing, signing on for a tourna- 
ment may not be a priority. 

, one of 
the great high-flyers of the 
1990s and founder of Mich- 
inoku Pro in Japan, has 
spent most of the past few 
years concentrating on his 
political career. Sasuke was 
elected to the Japanese Diet _ 
and caused a stir because he 3} 
refused to relinquish his2 
mask while serving in the 3 
Diet. Now, Sasuke feels his 8 
career is winding down, and ~ 


Mexican star , in a mask-vs.-mask 
match. Caras, now 55 years old, still wrestles a reg- 
ular schedule in Mexico and keeps himself in top 
shape, while Sasuke’s dual careers have taken a 
toll on his conditioning. It seems possible that the 
Diet, and the puroresu world, may soon see the 
unmasked countenance of The Great Sasuke. 

On October 6, 2006, the AAA promotion—and lucha 
libre as a whole—lost one of its most influential play- 
ers. , founder and promoter of AAA; 
passed away at age 53 of a reported heart attack in a 
Mexico City hospital. He had stopped attending AAA 
events earlier in the year, citing stress-induced health 
issues, and maintained contact with those in his 
employ almost exclusively via telephone. 

For at least a week prior to his death, Pena was 
comatose, but those close to him kept this a well- 
guarded secret from the majority of the AAA locker 
room. When he eventually passed away, the main 
event of AAA’s October 6 Mexico City event was 
ongoing, and word reached the ring as the trio of 

A , and wrestled 
, and . The 
wrestlers and two referees were devastated by the 
news, as were all in attendance. 

Pena, the nephew of legendary luchador 

, Was a wrestler before he became a promot- 
er and matchmaker. Under the guise of (The 


World Peace Festival in 1996 brought to Los Angeles dignitaries from around the 
his mask may be outlasting its resting world, including (from left) AAA’s Antonio Pena, New Japan’s Antonio Inoki, WCW’s 
worth. In a recent press con- Eric Bischoff, and NWA champion Dan Severn. Pena passed away in October at age 53. 


ference, Sasuke said that he 
is considering retirement at the end of 2006 and 
that he would like to face one of his idols, legendary 


Genius), and later (Spectre 
from Beyond the Grave), Pena learned his craft, 
trained primarily by his famous uncle. Eventually, he 
morphed into , another supernatural character, 
and lastly , before a knee-injury forced him 
into retirement. He became involved with EMLL (now 
typically called CMLL) in a behind-the-scenes capacity 
and was a maior player there in the early-1990s. 

Discontent with the way EMLL management assem- 
bled its cards, Pena led a mass exodus from the com- 
pany, and, in 1992, he formed his own promotion: 
Asistencia Asesoria y Administracion, better known as 
AAA, or simply Promociones Antonio Pena. From 
Pena’s mind sprung some of wrestling’s most enduring 
concepts. He renamed the 

, conceived characters such as 
, and made pint-sized wonder 
into an international phenomenon. He re-popular- 
ized mini-luchadores, casting them as incredible high- 
flyers and dispelling the notion that minis could fupeen 
only as comic relief. 

AAA will continue to operate without Pena, although 
the company will most certainly change in terms of 
creative direction. , Pena’s nephew, 
got a crash course in promoting lucha libre these past 
few months as it became evident that his uncle’s 
health was in decline. Two of AAA's biggest stars, 

and , will be helping out to make 
sure the company stays on track in the wake of its 
founder’s passing. O 


and 
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a Spotlight Card of the Month 


TUCSON—High Impact Wrestling at 
Bladeworld: Dynamite Dave beat Ponchiko 
... ScareKrow beat Dueno ... Team No 
Remorse beat The Counter Culture ... 
Shock Binski & Hardcore Joe Binski beat 
The Pocket Protectors to retain the tag 
team title ... Wasted Youth beat Guzmania 
to retain the Tucson City title ... Heavy- 
weight champion Josh Thompson beat 
Chaos in a two-out-of-three falls match ... 
The Counter Culture won a “Trick Or Treat” 
gauntlet death match. 
(10-29-06) 

—Ryan Vogal 


PARAGOULD—Arkansas Championship 
Wrestling at the National Guard Armory: 
Hambone Express beat Farmer Tucker & 
The Prime Time Players ... Cody Daniels 
beat Idol Bane by DQ ... Big Indian Coyote 
beat Loose Cannon (with Rott’n Randy) to 
win the Next Division title ... Tag team cham- 
pions Jamie Jay & Shakedown beat Idol 
Bane & Deadly Dale by reverse decision ... 
Heavyweight champion The Original Kick- 
Ass Wrestle Hellraiser beat Hamhock. 
(10-28-06) 

—Tim L. Harbison 


COVINA—EWF at Knights Hall: Cruis- 
erweight champion Ryan Taylor beat 
Tarantula ... Johnny Dynamite beat Black 
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Metal ... American champion Dan Kobrick 
beat Liger Rivera & Angelas in a triple-threat 
match ... Virgil beat Johnny Starr by sub- 
mission ... Jason King beat Scorpio Sky by 
disqualification ... Tag team champions The 
Iron Express beat Los Chivos ... Heavy- 
weight champion Bino Gambino beat Rocky 
Romero. 
(10-27-06) 

—Mike Lano 


NEWARK—Big Time Wrestling at the 
Newark Pavilion: Heidenreich beat Jesus 
Aguilar ... Jason Styles and Dash Riprock 
fought to a double-DQ ... Mike Silva beat 
Chico Navarro ... Sheik Khan 
Abadi beat Kimo Kanaloa ... The 
Ballard Brothers beat Shane 
Kody & Vic Grimes ... Cruiser- 
weight champion Kid Kool beat 
L’Empereur. 
(10-27-06) 

—Mike Lano 


DUBLIN—GIVWA at The Agricultural 
Center: Tank Thomas beat Loco 
Motive in a “Fan Participation” 
strap match ... Dave Holiday beat 
Shawn Hunter in a body bag 
match ... Mike Stratus & Jake 
Slater beat Chase Adams & J- 
Rod ... Tag team champions The 
Axis of Evil beat Ricky Silver & 
Dyne ... Mid-State champion Fire- 
walker beat Mad Mac Davis in a 
dog-collar match ... Velvet Jones 
beat heavyweight champion The 
Professor to win the title. 
(10-28-06) 

—Theo Simms 


LAVONIA—IWA Flashfire’s 
Fightmare V at the elementary 
school: Mark Mayhem (with Kell 
Williams) pinned Ronnie Rage in 
a hardcore match ... James T. 
Hunter beat Darkness in a chair 
match ... Tommy Sawyer pinned 
Mr. A-List ... Pure Adrenaline 
champion Crazii Shea beat Shea 
Shea McGrady (with Bud Lane) 
and Chris Mayne in a triple-threat 
elimination match ... The Corpse 


Reddnecks beat The Kings of the South to 
win the tag team title. 
(11-04-06) 

—Brad Bates 


ROCKFORD—WWE Raw at the Metro 
Centre: Cryme Tyme beat Lance Cade & 
Trevor Murdoch ... Carlito beat Shelton 
Benjamin ... Val Venis beat The Big Deal 
... Super Crazy beat Chris Masters ... 
Mickie James beat Victoria ... The 
Highlanders beat The Spirit Squad (Mikey 
& Nicky) ... Intercontinental champion Jeff 
Hardy beat Johnny Nitro (with Melina 


pinned The GraveDigger ... War WWE alum and current TNA star Christian Cage tan- 
Machine Tank & Nick Hall fought gled with fellow TNA wrestler Chris Sabin at 
The Bikers of Apocalypse (with Northeast Wrestling’s November 3 show in Danbury, 
Bulldawg) to a no decision in a Connecticut. The former NWA World champion beat 


“Bikers’ Brawl” match ... 


The the former TNA X champion in this outing. 


Perez) ... Triple-H beat Ran- 
dy Orton ... Raw World 
champion John Cena beat 
Umaga (Armando Alejandro 
Estrada) by DQ. 
(10-29-06) 

—Joseph Bauerle 


MADISON—AWA Supreme 
Championship Wrestling at 
the SCW Arena: C.J. Popp 
beat Nic Noble by disqualifi- 
cation ... Johnny Strattlin 
beat D-Bizzle by submission 
... Billy Maverick pinned The 
Regulator ... Damien Divine 
beat Tim Lutz The 
Regulator, D-Bizzle, Tim Lutz, 
& Nic Noble beat Above The 
Law ... Heavyweight champi- 
on Robert Royale pinned 
Hamid Jihad. 
(10-28-06) 

—Shawn Sands 


OLIVE HILL—Appalachian 
Wrestling Federation at the National Guard 
Armory: C.M. Sigmon pinned The Canadian 
Playa ... Shane Andrews beat Billy 
Maverick by DQ due to interference by 
Shawn Christopher ... J.R. Roce pinned 
XCalibur ... Ric Gunner beat Shawn 
Christopher ... Tag team champions Allen & 
Wes Lynch beat Chris Vega & Shane 
Matthews ... Heavyweight champion Zodiak 
pinned American Eagle. 
(11-03-06) 

—Alison Curran 


DUNDALK—Maryland Championship 
Wrestling’s Monster Mash at the North Point 
Plaza: Delirious beat Nicky Benz ... Daizee 
Haze beat Kylie Pierce ... The Slackers 
beat Buck Chyld & Doyle Day ... Chris 
Sabin pinned cruiserweight champion 
Ruckus to win the title ... Bruiser, Genesis, 
& Mike Vogel beat Kelly Bell & Phat Blues 
Security ... Rage TV champion Danny Jaxx 
beat Eddie Edwards when Jason Static’s 
interference backfired, and Static hit Edwards 
with the belt by mistake ... Christian York & 
Cpl. Punishment beat Adam Flash & Altar 
Boy Luke when York pinned Flash ... 
Samoa Joe beat Christopher Daniels by 
submission with a rear naked choke. 
(10-29-06) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


FALL RIVER—Top Rope Promotions at 
the Police Athletic League: Amber & 
Luscious Latasha beat Lexus & Barbie 
in a costume match ... Huey McGraw 
pinned Dan Strykes ... Paul Lombardo 
beat Vain ... Jason Static beat Romeo 
Roselli ... Scott Ashworth & Sonny 
Goodspeed beat Freight Train & 
Moondog Baron ... Interstate champion 
Nick Steel pinned Gino Giovanni ... 
Rick Fuller beat Rocco Abruzzi ... 
Johnny Angel pinned Big Daddy Bravo 
... B.K. Jordan beat Brickhouse Baker 
... King Kong Bundy beat The Alden 
Brothers in a handicap match ... Brother 
Runt & Eric Shred beat Jay Jaillet & 


Gregory Edwards in a hardcore match. 
(10-27-06) 
—Shawn O’Domski 


SOMERSET—Ultimate Ring Wars at 
Multiplex Sports: Amber & Kid Mikaze beat 
Ariel & Jon Thornhill ... U.S. champion Eric 
Shred pinned The Texas ... Pat Masters & 
Jose Perez beat K-Murda & K-Pusha (with 
Dizzie) ... Samu pinned Gino Martino to win 
the brass knuckles title ... Nocturne beat 
Dizzie and Jason Rumble in a triple-threat 
match ... Makua & Ka Hoku beat Pierre 
Vachon & The Crazy Chainsaw Bastard ... 
Ron Killings pinned Slyk Wagner Brown ... 
Abyss beat Michael Sain in a casket match. 
(10-28-06) 

—Shawn O’Domski 


BRAINTREE—Ring of Honor at the National 
Guard Armory: Bobby Dempsey, Mitch 
Franklin, & Rhett Titus beat Thomas 
Penmanship, Ernie Osirus, & Alex Payne 
... Shane Hagerdorn beat Peilie Primeau to 
retain the Top of the Class trophy ... Nigel 
McGuinness pinned John Walters ... 
Mercedes Martinez pinned Daizee Haze ... 
Christopher Daniels (with Allison Danger 
and Matt Sydal) pinned Chris Hero (with 
Claudio Castagnoli) ... Matt Sydal (with 
Allison Danger) beat Claudio Castagnoli ... 
The Briscoes & Steve Corino (with Shane 
Hagerdorn) beat Samoa Joe, B.J. Whitmer, 
& Homicide (with Julius Smokes) ... Colt 
Cabana pinned Jimmy Rave ... Heaywright 
champion Bryan Danielson beat Delirious 
... Roderick Strong & Austin Aries beat 
Davey Richards & Kenta. 
(11-03-06) 

—Shawn O’Domski 


WALDRON—Championship International 
Wrestling at Waldron High School: Xavier 
Justice beat Van Envy ... Jack Thriller and 
Snakeman Deven Micheals fought to a dou- 
ble-disqualification ... Tag team champions 
The Clash beat The Beasts of Burden ... 
U.S. champion Big Will pinned The War 
Machine Mauler ... Big Hoss beat Joe 


With Tina Marina watching at ringside, The Outkast Killas combined their feared street tactics with 
their considerable mat skills to secure a win against The NOW. Opponents often overlook the Killas’ 
proficiency in old-style stretching. 


Doering ... CK3 beat The War Machine 
Nitro in a casket match ... Xavier Justice 
pinned Dylan Knight ... Dr. Feelgood beat 
P.J. Flowers to win the heavyweight title. 
(10-28-06) 

—Matt Kerr 


KEENE—Front Row Wrestling at the Knights 
of Columbus: Tag team champions Tommy 
Mack & Panther Martin beat Michael Sain 
& Christian Angers ... Alex Arion pinned 
Dr. Reginald Heresy ... Sonny Good- 
speed, Moondog Baron, & Psycho beat 
Max Bauer, Steven Mariott, & Rocco 
Abruzzi ... All-Star champion Maverick Wild 
pinned Master Flash Farenhyte ... Granite 
State champion Tim Walker beat Kid Krazy 
by submission. 
(10-29-06) 

—Shawn O’Domski 


MIDDLETOWN—National Wrestling 
Superstars at the Port Monmouth VFW: 
Cameron Shaft & Corrupted Youth (with 
Rocco Dorsey) beat A.C. Kewl & Steve 
Zapf ... Slayer beat Dan Petit and Razz ... 
Kooter & Kietus wrestled Michael Reigns & 
Resin to a no-contest ... Sal Sincere 
(Rocco Dorsey) beat Bonecrusher 
Sampson ... J.D. Smoothie beat Cory 
Havoc and Jumpin’ Joe Jenella ... The 
Sychodellic Sissies beat Gavin Quest & 
Damian Adams ... Orlando Jordan beat 
Trent Acid in a no-DQ match. 
(11-03-06) 

—Mike Terrano 


RALEIGH—Gimmicks Only Underground 
Grappling Entertainment at the Kings 
Barcade: Bobby Eating & K.C. McKnight 
(with Count Grog) beat Rusty Comoads & 
Ernie Nord ... Dick Foley beat Krono and 
Kid Sydye in a three-way hardcore match ... 
Derek Ryze beat Krazy K when Dick Foley 
interfered and caused K to get pinned ... The 
Urban Legends beat Cham Pain & 
Seymour Snott (with Cinnamon Snott) ... 
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Josh Daniels chokes Jay Lethal over the ropes with his 
boot as the referee begins the count to five. Although 
Lethal came back with the win, Daniels is still considered 
one of the hottest-rising stars on the East Coast. 


Trailer Park Heat beat Wallabee Joe (with 
Felicia O) in a “I Quit” match ... Scab (with 
Count Grog) beat Yuk in a chair match. 
(10-25-06) 

—Mike Lano 


HENDERSONVILLE—High Velocity 
Wrestling at Viper’s House of Pain: The 
Tarantula beat Johnny Nogarelli ... Kid 
Country beat Vic Torious ... Yoshi 
Hiroshima beat The Josh ... Dirty & 
Manchild beat co-flyweight champs Mike 
McCloud & Rocky Xavier Starr ... Justin 
Destruction & Vicious V beat Supreme & 
Elite Leviathan beat Maximum 
Exposure in a handicap match 
Southeastern champion Kris Chrisifix beat 
B.J. Hancock. 
(11-04-06) 

—Brett Wolverton 


STEM—Gimmicks Only Underground 
Grappling Entertainment at Stem Fire Hall: 
Jaheem the Dream (with Run DM Ski) beat 
Wallabee Joe (with Felicia O) ... Ernie Nord 
& Rusty Comoads beat The Dream Lovers 
... Seymour Snott beat Dick Foley and 
Gluteus Maximus in a three-way match ... 
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Felicia O beat Cinnamon 
Snott ... Toni Monroe beat 
Skelator ... Scab (with 
Coach Grog Tolos) went to 
a 15-minute draw against 
Trailer Park Heat. 
(11-04-06) 

—Luke McFadden 


CINCINNATI—WWE Cyber 
Sunday at the U.S. Bank 
Arena: Umaga beat Kane ... 
Cryme Tyme beat Lance 
Cade & Trevor Murdoch, 
The Highlanders, and 
Charlie Haas & Viscera ... 
Intercontinental champion 
Jeff Hardy defeated Carlito 
... Randy Orton & Edge 
beat DeGeneration X ... 
Lita beat Mickie James for 
the WWE women’s title ... 
Ric Flair & Roddy Piper 
beat The Spirit Squad for 
the Raw World tag team title 
... Smackdown World cham- 
pion King Booker beat Raw 
World champion John Cena 
and ECW champion The Big 
Show to become the “Cham- 
pion Of Champions.” 
(11-05-06) 

—Rita Piccione 


COLUMBUS—WWE Raw at 
the Nationwide Arena: 
Johnny Nitro defeated Jeff 
Hardy to win the Inter- 
continental title ... The Spirit 
Squad defeated Jim Dug- 
gan & Eugene in a losers- 
must-split match ... Umaga 
(with Armando Alejandro 
Estrada) vs. Maria Kanellis 
ended in a no-contest ... 
Chris Masters defeated 
Jerry Lawler by submission 
... Carlito defeated Shelton 
Benjamin ... Lita defeated 
Mickie James with Mickie’s hands tied 
behind her back ... Ric Flair & Roddy Piper 
defeated Randy Orton & Edge. 

(11-06-06) 

—Robert Sacco 


CLEVELAND—Cleveland All Pro Wrestling 
at Turner's Hall: The Bouncer & Carlton Kaz 
beat Matthew Justice & Dan Spade ... The 
Aftermath beat Cerberus ... Canadian Bad 
Boy beat Luis Diamante ... Da Munchies 
beat Gregory Iron & Hobo Joe ... Da 
Munchies beat Chris Khan & Zak Vincent ... 
Michael Hellborn beat Marion Fontaine ... 
Chris Kole beat CK3 and The Hawaiian 
Lion in a triple-threat match ... Junior heavy- 
weight champion Johnny Gargano beat 
Zach Gowen ... J.T. Lightning & Chris 
Cronus vs. Tiger Young & The Aftermath 
ended in a no-contest ... Tag team champi- 
ons Faith ‘’n Nothing beat The Irish 
Airborne M-Dogg 20 beat Josh 
Prohibition ... TV champion Jason Bane 
beat Chris Cage ... Heavyweight champion 
Claudio Castagnoli beat Nigel McGuiness 
... Homicide beat Chris Hero. 
(11-05-06) 

—Johnny James 


CHERRY FORK—World Wrestling Coal- 
ition’s Rest In Peace at the Cherry Fork 
Community Center: Eddie Gonzales beat 
The Boogeyman ... Kara Kildare beat 
Janelle Sinclair ... Damien Kass beat 
Devlin Anderson ... Brian Jennings & 
Benjamin Kimera beat The CP Code ... 
Shawn Parks & Iceman J.D. Forsythe beat 
Jake Ashworth & Kenny Lucas in a tag 
team casket match. 
(10-28-06) 

—Jeremiah Young 


TAHLEQUAH—NWA Universal at the 
Community Agricultural Building: The 
Mummy beat Sudden Impact ... AWOL 
beat Michael Right ... Ryan Davidson beat 
Michael Barry (with Sassy Merlot) in a 
“Trick Or Treat” match ... Roxy beat Mr. S in 
an intergender match ... Slam Shady beat 
Tarantula ... NWA Universal X division 
champion Justin Lee beat Mason Hunter ... 
Mass Destruction beat Texas Inc. and The 
Devil’s Rejects in a triple-threat TLC elimina- 
tion match to become the first NWA Universal 
tag champs ... John O’Malley (with The 
Long Island Assassin) beat NWA 
Oklahoma champion Rocco Valentino (with 
Charming Charles) in a no-DQ, falls-count- 
anywhere match for the title ... Rocco 
Valentino pinned Chris Fox for the NWA 
Universal title. 
(10-28-06) 

—Kevin Doyle 


ELYRIA—Mega Championship Wrestling at 
Lorain County Community College: Christian 
Vaughan beat T.J. Dynamite ... J.T. 
Lightning, Billy Taylor, and Lone Oaks 
beat Tiger Young, The Aftermath, & Jimmy 
Payne ... Marion Fontaine beat Christian 
Faith ... Jason Bane & Vincent Nothing 
wrestled to a no-contest ... Los Scrubs beat 
tag team champs Klub X-treme to win the 
title ... Johnny Beef & Dublave beat Shawn 
Blaze & Hentai ... Brass knuckles champion 
Shirley Doe beat Brandon X in a “Trick Or 
Treat” match ... U.S. champion Chris Kole 
beat The Hawaiian Lion. 
(11-04-06) 

—Johnny James 


GRESHAM—New Revolution Wrestling at 
the Recreation Center: Nate the Great 
pinned Quiz ... Eric Hanson (with Katrina 
Royale) battled to a 20-minute time-limit 
draw with Cameron Star ... Ritchie 
Magnett beat Critter ... Dash Venture 
(with Derek Drexl) pinned Thrash Kin- 
caide ... Skag Rollins and J-Sin Sullivan 
battled to a double-DQ ... Thrash Kincaide 
won a 10-man “Revolution Rumble” to 
become the number-one contender for the 
Pacific Coast title. 
(10-27-06) 

—Rachael Frimberger 


GRESHAM—New Revolution Wrestling at 
the Recreation Center: Quiz pinned Nate 
the Great ... Critter beat Eric Hanson 
(with Katrina Royale) ... J-Sin Sullivan 
(with Derek Drexl) pinned Christopher 
Payne ... Astro Imperial won by submis- 
sion over Breakneck ... Ritchie Magnett 
pinned Caden Mathews ... Dash Venture 
(with Derek Drexl) pinned Aaron Bolo ... 


Pacific Coast champion Matt Farmer beat 
Thrash Kincaid. 
(11-03-06) 


PENNSYLVANIA 


ORWIGSBURG—ECPW at the Memorial 
Center: Ace Wylde beat Donnie Johnson 
. Tag team champions The Owens 
Brothers beat Next Generation ... Gil 
Quest and Garrett Dominance wrestled to a 
15-minute draw ... Heavyweight champion 
nJeff Coleman beat Pete Nixon ... Garrett 
Dominance won a battle royal ... The 
Machines beat T.J. Masters & Jake 
Stallone ... lvan Putski won by DQ over 
Andrew Anderson ... Tony Atlas won by 
DQ over Kamala. 
(10-21-06) 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


PAGELAND—Exodus Wrestling Alliance at 
Pageland Gym: Chris Guerrero beat 
Raymond Helms ... Bobby Houston beat 
Jake Manning ... Jimmy Jack Funk Jr. 
beat Jesse Morris ... Barbarian beat 
George South Sr. ... Jim Heffner beat 
Masked Assassin. 

(10-26-06) 


TENNESSEE 


RUTLEDGE—Empire Wrestling Promotions 
at Ridgeview Terrace Nursing Home: Jabo 
Apacolypse beat The Krypt Keeper ... The 
Outlaws beat The Heatseakers by DQ ... 
Robbie Race pinned Enrique Adams ... 
Ericules pinned Kool-Aid ... The Big 
Hammer beat K-Mooga. 

(10-21-06) 


TEXAS 


BRENHAM—American Wrestling Empire at 
The Silver Wings Ballroom: Doink the 
Clown beat Hector Montoya ... Rocco 
Carmanooch beat Chris James ... ZenZen 
pinned BLT with his feet on the ropes ... 
Tony Vega won by disqualification over Mr. 
Wrestling Ill ... Max Muscles beat Major 
Eddie Lee ... Justin Walker defeated The 
Flaming Rose. 

(10-27-06) 


—Frank Culbertson 


—Henry Mike 


—WMichael Carpenter 


—Eric Collins 


—Paul Adams 


BRENHAM—Gulf Coast Power Pro Wrestling 
at The National Guard Armory: Justin Blaze 
and The Mercenary wrestled to a draw ... 
Maj. Eddie Lee beat Nark the Nevulon ... 
Jared Steele beat Max Muscles ... The Fu 
Man Krew beat Tony Vega & Kyzer Douglas 
... The Crusaders beat The Latin Assassins 
to become the new tag team champions. 
(10-28-06) 

—Paul Adams 


HOUSTON—Bayou City Pro Wrestling at the 
Westlake Square Community Center: Riley 
Burke pinned Bubba Lee Travis ... David 
Ramirez beat Issues the Clown ... Tony 
Vega beat Wichita Willie ... Nark the 
Nevulon won by disqualification against 
Jason Black ... ZenZen vs. Maj. Eddie Lee 
ended in a double-countout ... Rocco 
Carmanooch beat Max Muscles. 
(10-29-06) 

—Paul Adams 


MONTGOMERY—Texas Wrestling Fed- 
eration at the Lonestar Expo Building: Mr. 
Wrestling III beat Rocco Carmanoocch ... 
Maj. Eddie Lee pinned Hector Montoya ... 
Al Rage beat Buster ... Bobby 2 Badd 
won by a countout against Tony Vega ... 
ZenZen beat Chaz Taylor in a cage 
match. 
(11-01-06) 

—Paul Adams 


BRENHAM—American Wrestling Empire at 
The Silver Wings Ballroom: Mr. Wrestling III 
beat Stan Stetson ... Rocco Carmanooch 
pinned Mr. Dot Com ... Max Muscles won 
by disqualification over ZenZen ... Bubba 
Lee Travis beat Tony Vega ... Doink the 
Clown & Max Muscles beat Justin Walker & 
ZenZen. 
(11-03-06) 

—Paul Adams 


ARLINGTON—Professional Championship 
Wrestling Full Throttle at PCW Arena: Aaron 
Eagle beat James Johnson ... Nobe 
Bryant beat Ryan Davidson ... B.J. Turner 
beat Justin 2 Fine ... Action Jackson beat 
Robert Evans ... Cruiserweight champion 
Brandon Collins beat Tarantula ... Franco 
D’Angelo beat Stephen Murphy ... Tag 
team champions Aaron Eagle & Robert 
Evans beat Action Jackson 
& James Johnson by DQ. 
(11-04-06) 

—Rob Moore 


SPLENDORA—American 
Wrestling Empire at The 
Splendora Middle School 
Gym: Stan Stetson beat 
Mr. Dot Com ... David 
Ramirez pinned David 
Stahr ... Mr. Wrestling III 
beat Assassin X ... Tony 
Vega pinned Max Muscles 
pulling his tights ... The Fu 
Man Cru beat The 
Crusaders ... Hector Mon- 
toya beat Maj. Eddie Lee 
Chris James beat 
Panther ... Max Muscles 
won a battle royal. 
(11-04-06) 
—Paul Adams 


HOUSTON—Bayou City Pro 
Wrestling at the Westlake 
Square Community Center: 
Nark the Nevulon beat 
Panther ... Issues the 
Clown won by disqualifica- 
tion over Rocco Carman- 
ooch ... Tony Vega pinned 
David Stahr ... ZenZen & 
Riley Burke beat Bubba 
Lee Travis & Wichita Willie 
... Justin Walker pinned 
Chris James. 

(11-05-06) 


CHESTERFIELD—NWA 
Virginia at the Chesterfield 
County Fairgrounds: Saje 
Hilton pinned Alex Sage ... 
Totally Awesome beat 
Shane Falco in a handicap 


—Paul Adams 


match ... Big Tony pinned Horrorshow ... 
Grail beat Brandon Day, Mike Vaughn, and 
Chris Dramin to win the NWA Alpha title ... 
Nu Egypt beat Scotty Rocker & Scotty 
Blaze when Pharaoh pinned Blaze ... 
Heavyweight champion Sean Denny forced 
Masked Superstar Il to submit ... NWA 
North American tag team champions UNOD 
beat Ross and James Hall ... AWA champi- 
on Ric Converse pinned Damian Wayne. 
(10-28-06) 

—Rick Boone 


FLOYD—National Independent Cham- 
pionship Wrestling at the NICW Wrestling 
Academy: Frank Savage beat Joe Poore ... 
Dustin Daniels beat El Scorpiono ... U.S. 
champion Wyld Chyld beat Dustin Daniels 
... Tag team champs Ken Steel & Damien 
James beat El Scorpiono & Kris James ... 
Heavyweight champion Mike Slaughter beat 
Knightstalker ... Ken Steel beat Wyld Chyld, 
Kris James, and Knightstalker in a fatal four- 
way “Coffin Master’ match. 
(10-28-06) 

—Jessica Gallagher 


WAYNESBORO—TNT Pro Wrestling’s Fifth 
Annual Night of the Superstars at 


Waynesboro High School: Dragon X won a 
triangle match over Gregory Vercetti and 


Six-time TNA X champion A.J. Styles leaps into the air 
before making contact with Abyss. The rivalry between 
these TNA stars dates back to their formative years in 
NWA Wildside, based in Georgia. 


4 FEBRUARY/2007 a 63 


WAUKESHA—AWA Brew City 
Wrestling at Center Court Sports 
Complex: Jimmy Snuka, Frankie 
DeFalco, & Dinn T. More beat 
Esteban Molina, Mickey McCoy, & 
Nick Colluci ... Jimmy Snuka 
pinned Mickie McCoy ... Trevor 
Adonis pinned Angus Armani ... 
Chris Black pinned Harker Dirge ... 
Tag team champs Derek St. 
Holmes & Quinson Valentino beat 
Scotty Pryde & Mario Ferrari ... 
Derek St. Holmes pinned Scotty 
Pryde ... Dysfunction won the 
heavyweight championship in a 
three-way against Bobby Valentino 
and Justin Dredd ... Dysfunction 
pinned Valentino Xavier 
Mustafa pinned Danny Scotty ... 
Steve Stone beat T.C. Washington 
by DQ. 
(10-27-06) 

—Nic Jacobs 


RACINE—Extreme Championship 
Wrestling at the Memorial Hall 
Auditorium: C.M. Punk beat Mike 
Knox (with Kelly Kelly) by submis- 
| sion ... Little Guido pinned Rodney 
| Mack ... Mahoney beat Eric Perez 
. Stevie Richards beat Brad 
Armstrong ... The “Hot Body” con- 
test between Amy, Trinity, and 
Kelly Kelly was declared a no-con- 
test when Rene Dupree interfered 
. Tommy Dreamer & The 
Sandman beat Matt Striker & Rene 
Dupree ... Hardcore Holly pinned 
Test ... Sabu beat Kevin Thorn 
(with Ariel) by submission ... Rob 
Van Dam beat Paul Heyman in an 
“Extreme Rules” match. 
(10-28-06) 
—Christopher Lampe 


MILWAUKEE—WWE Smackdown 
at the Bradley Center: The Gymini 
(with Angel Williams) defeated Sho 
Funaki & Scotty Too Hotty ... Paul 
London & Brian Kendrick (with 


Ricky Landell catches Mikey Batts coming off the ashiey Massaro) defeated Idol 
ropes during this match at the Danbury Police steyens & K.C. James (with 


Athletic League Building. The resulting power wyjchelle 


McCool) The 


bomb helped Landell score a win over Batts in this Undertaker & Kane defeated Ken 


intense encounter. 


Brad Thomas ... Short Sleeve Sampson 
pinned Pitbull Patterson in a midget match 
... Women’s champion Talia Madison beat 
April Hunter ... Larry Zbyszko pinned Killer 
Kowalski Jr. ... Kamala the Ugandan Giant 
(managed by Neil Sharkey) won a gauntlet 
match over Christopher Saint, Prince 
Malik, and Russian Reeper ... J-Synn beat 
T-N-T heavyweight champion Phil Brown to 
win the heavyweight belt ... The Powers of 
Pain beat Q-Sic & Escobar ... Tag team 
champions The Midnight Express beat 
Jimmy Valiant & Robert Gibson (with Baby 
Doll) ... Kid Kash beat J.D. Michaels (with 
April Hunter) ... Sean Waltman (with Scott 
Hall) was declared the winner over Evan 
Karagias when Hall gave Karagias a 
“Razor's Edge” and actually pinned Karagias. 
(10-28-06) 

—Timothy A. Walker 
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Kennedy & Montel Vontavious 
Porter ... Gregory Helms defeated 
Jimmy Wang Yang (with Amy Zidian) ... 
Mike Mizanin & Kristal Marshall defeated 
Vito & Layla El ... Bobby Lashley defeated 
Jamie Noble. 
(11-03-06) 
—Diana Fonovic 


|_| INTERNATIONAL 


GREAT YARMOUTH—RPW at California 
Sands Holiday Park: Maddog Maxx pinned 
Blondie Barrett ... Jonny the Body beat 
Kade Callous ... Kade Callous & Maddog 
Maxx beat Blondie Barrett & Jonny the Body. 
(10-25-06) 

—John Stallard 


SWINTON—RPW at The Danish Invader: 
Rick Wildfire pinned Danny Steel ... Sonny 
Raze beat Marc Mignot ... Heavyweight 
champion Gihoom beat Kade Callous on a 
reverse decision ... Jonny the Body beat 
Wheeler ... Jimmy Frost & Nero beat 
Blondie Barrett & Mark Impact. 
(10-27-06) 

—John Stallard 


WOLVERHAMPTON—Legends Wrestling 
at the Legends Club: Jonny the Body 
beat Bill Duffy ... The South West 
Superman pinned Draven Cage ... Ash 
Cairo beat Knight ... Steve Valentino 
pinned TGR ... LWL tag team champions 
The University of Insanology beat tag 
champs UKPW tag team champions 
G.O.L.D to become double champs ... 
Tommy White beat Phoenix Thorn ... 
Tommy Gunn beat Brett Banner . 
Maddog Maxx pinned Kade Callous to 
win the heavyweight title. 
(10-31-06) 

—John Stallard 


DUBLIN—Celtic Pro Wrestling at the Good 
Counsel GAA Club: 3CW Young Lions 
champion William Grange pinned Darren 
(with Gerry Soul) ... Thunder Titan beat 
Adam Joyce... David Dunn beat The 
Celtic Tiger via tap out ... Napalm 
Hamilton (with Max Martello) pinned Andy 
(with Gerry Soul) ... Heavyweight champi- 
on The Amazing Insano (with Big Dave) 
pinned Neil Frenzy (with Neo Dragon) ina 
non-title match. 
(11-04-06) 

—Blake Norton 


AGUADILLA—WWC at Diaz Coliseum: 
Hammett & Rick Stanley beat Eli 
Rodriguez & Brent Dail ... Noriega beat 
Tim Arson ... Chicky Starr & Black Rose 
beat Crazy Rudy & Demonique ... Fire 
Blaze beat Barrabas Jr. ... Rico Suave beat 
Huracan Castillo in a foreign objects match 
. Abbad beat Black Pain ... Alex 
Montalvo beat Chris Joel using brass knux 
.. Hannibal beat heavyweight champion 
Heidenreich by DQ ... Carlos Colon, Eddie 
Colon, & Abdullah the Butcher beat Victor 
Jovica, Bronco, & Barrabas. 
(10-29-06) 
—Mike Lano 


LLANHAREN—EWF at the Community 
Centre: Cameron Steel beat Edd Ferris ... 
The Bull pinned Tommy T-Bone ... The 
Young Gunns beat The Acadamy ... Sabre 
Jr. pinned Exadus ... Jonny the Body 
pinned Aaron Morgan ... Edd Ferris won a 
battle royal. 
(11-04-06) 

—John Stallard 


CEARPHILLI—EWF at the Leisure Centre: 
The Bull pinned Jonny the Body ... Lads in 
Jeans beat The Barry Boys ... Simon 
Lazemby beat The Young Gunn by DQ ... 
Cameron Steel pinned Simon Lazemby in a 
streetfight ... Davey Jones beat Lightning 
Lewis ... Jonny the Body won a battle royal. 
(11-05-06) 

—John Stallard 
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in 
Charlotte: 


From the March 1983 issue of The Wrestler 


Ric Flair knew it would be a rough 
title defense, and Roddy Piper was 
prepared to make it more than 
rough on the NWA champion. 

But Piper and Flair didn’t anticipate 
that two observers at ringside 
would soon turn an admirable 
contest of superstar grapplers into 
a chaotic freeforall 


IC FLAIR GRABBED Roddy 

Piper by the arm and catapult- 

ed him into the corner of the 
ring. Piper’s back struck the top 
turnbuckle, and the back of his 
head grazed the steel cornerpost. 
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Piper wasn’t physically harmed, 
but he was surprised. Always boast- 
ful, always self-confident, Piper had 
long believed that he was capable 
of taking Ric Flairss NWA champi- 
onship belt with relative ease. Flair 
was beginning to demonstrate to 
Piper that it’s simply not that easy. 

Flair moved toward Piper with 
menacing authority. Piper used the 
ringpost to give him leverage and 
delivered a double kick to Flair’s 
chest. The champion hit the mat as 
Piper moved out of the corner, but 
Flair was quickly on his feet again. 
Piper’s eyes widened in amaze- 


Flair’s NWA World title 
defense against Piper was 
a high-intensity battle from 
the start. Piper, who pre- 
ferred on-the-mat grap- 
pling and fist-to-fist brawl- 
ing, went for a rare aerial 
move—a flying body- 
press—in the early going 
(above). Flair responded 
with blistering chops to 
Piper’s chest (left). That 
just made the rowdy Scot 
raring for more action. 


ment at Flair’s recu- 
perative powers. 

Circling around the 
center of the ring, Piper 
and Flair eyed each 
other with respect. In an instant, 
they grabbed each other’s shoul- 
ders, grappling and maneuvering for 
an advantage. Piper dropped Flair 
to the canvas and placed the cham- 
pion in a sleeperhold, but Flair kept 
moving, never allowing Piper to 
maintain a strong enough grip to 
bring about unconsciousness. 

The crowd in the Charlotte 
Coliseum roared its collective ap- 
proval at each move and counter. 
The fans were witnessing a clas- 
sic confrontation of two wrestling 
superstars, and they appreciated 
the amount of talent that was 


Piper tried to put Flair away with his fre- 
quent finisher, the sleeperhold. Flair 
eventually reached the ropes to force 
the break. Piper’s strategy of wearing 
down Flair wasn‘t that effective against 
“The 60-Minute Man.” 


represented in the ring. 

But there were two men at ring- . 
side who took more than a fan’s 
interest in the goings-on in the ring. 

Midway through the match, Greg 
Valentine emerged from the dressing 
room and took a seat next to the ring. 
Motionless, Valentine watched the 
match with deep intensity. Valentine, 
a friend of Flair’s, knew that he might 
at some time in the near future have 
to wrestle Roddy Piper, and he want- 
ed to be prepared. 

Minutes later, Wahoo McDaniel 
arrived at ringside and took a seat on 
the side of the ring opposite Val- 
entine. McDaniel had recently struck 
up a friendship with Roddy Piper, 
and he was more than a little in- 
terested in how the Scotsman would 
fare against the NWA champion. 

Inside the ring, Piper grabbed Flair 
in a headlock and pounded away at 
the champion’s forehead in a furious 
attack. A slow trickle of blood began 
to flow down Flair’s face as Piper 
continued to pound away. 

Hoisting his waist in a massive 
effort, Flair kicked his legs in the air 
and struck Piper in the back, abrupt- 
ly stopping the attack. Twisting his 
body, Flair took the upper hand. He 
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|| The Wrestler ratings 


World champion: Bob Backlund 
1. Superstar Graham 

. Ray Stevens 

. Jimmy Snuka 

. Pedro Morales 

. Magnificent Muraco 

. John Studd 

. lvan Putski 

. Rocky Johnson 

. Tiger Mask 

. Buddy Rose 


World champion: Ric Flair 
1. Greg Valentine 

. Harley Race 

. Paul Jones 

. Paul Orndorff 

. Dusty Rhodes 

. Kevin Sullivan 

. Terry Funk 

. Tommy Rich 

. Roddy Piper 

10. David Von Erich 


TAG TEAMS 
1. Sgt. Slaughter & Don Kernodle 
2. Jules & Jay Strongbow 

. Greg Gagne & Jim Brunzell 

The Samoans 

. Jim Garvin & John Studd 

Mr. Fuji & Mr. Saito 

. Rick Morton & Ken Lucas 

. Rick Steamboat & Jay Youngblood 

. Dusty Rhodes & Ron Bass 

. The Freebirds 


MOST POPULAR 
. Jimmy Snuka 
. Andre the Giant 
. Hulk Hogan 

. Dusty Rhodes 

. Tommy Rich 

. Bob Backlund 

. Junkyard Dog 

. Rick Martel 

. Rocky Johnson 
. Wahoo McDaniel 


MOST HATED 


. Ray Stevens 

. Ric Flair 

. Ted DiBiase 

. John Studd 

. Superstar Graham 
. Paul Jones 
Kabuki 

Nick Bockwinkel 

. Buzz Sawyer 

. Mr. Fuji 
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Flair went for his patented figure- 
four leglock, but Piper frantically 
kicked out of the first few at- 
tempts (shown). Although Piper’s 
newfound friend, Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel, didn’t interfere in the 
match, Flair’s ally—U.S. champion 
Greg Valentine—didn't hesitate to 
help “The Nature Boy” by placing 
Flair’s foot on the rope (below). 


brought Piper to his feet, whipped 
him into the ropes, and dropped him 
to the canvas for a pin attempt. 

Flair was no more than an inch or 
two away from pinning Piper’s 
shoulders to the canvas, but “Rowdy 
Roddy” summoned enough strength 
to resist Flair’s efforts. All this oc- 
curred close to the ropes on the side 
where Valentine was watching the 
match. 

As the wrestlers continued to 
struggle, Valentine inched forward to 
the edge of his seat. And when Flair 
attempted another pin, “The Ham- 
mer’ reached into the ring and pro- 
vided the champion with extra lever- 
age. Still, Flair could only hold 
Piper’s shoulders to the mat for a 
count of two. 

A disturbed Wahoo McDaniel 
called to the referee from the other 
side of the ring. 

Seizing the momentary advan- 
tage, Flair pushed his attack again, 
but Piper was ready. Reversing the 
momentum with lightning speed, 
Piper immediately put himself in the 
position to pin the NWA champion. 
The referee counted one ... two... 

But before the three-count could 
be made, the referee discovered 
Flair’s foot on the ropes. It was placed 
there by Valentine, while the referee 
was looking in another direction. 

McDaniel charged into the ring, 
unable to witness another second of 
this injustice, and Valentine was 
happy to jump‘into the fray in favor 
of Flair. A free-for-all ensued, with 
both Flair and Piper ending up 
bloodied, and Valentine and Mc- 
Daniel squaring off in a preview of 
their one-on-one match that would 
take place later that evening. 

Piper, in the meantime, was 
cheated out of the opportunity to 
take the belt away from Flair. Both 
combatants were disqualified. 
According to reports filtering out of 
the dressing room, Flair was very 
upset with the actions of Valentine. 

“| don’t need anyone’s help to 
defeat Piper,” Flair was quoted as 
saying, “and I’m ready for a rematch 
anywhere, any time, under any cir- 
cumstances.” O 


The Wrestler, March 1983 
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K | fuyarels Gattot: Vote Today! 
iMPRO / 
ILLUS TED 
222 g 
7 
oNCHY \ : 
CM. Punk 


Leads The New 
Revohutie 


When choosing a cover story for 
the December 2006 issue, our 
editors made a risky leap of faith by 
deciding on C.M. Punk. It’s not 
often that an emerging star graces 
the cover of our magazines, so we 
anticipated the chance that readers 
would disagree with our brazen 
move. But we believed fans would 
see Punk’s worth as we see it. 
Fortunately, they did. 

“\ was thrilled to see Punk in 
my mailbox,” raved Chicago native 
Ben Delene. “I used to see him 
wrestle when he was first starting 
out. It’s great to see how far he’s 
come.” 

Reader Hilary Enton was happy 
to see PWI acknowledge Punk’s 
value in ECW. “Finally, Punk is 
given the respect he deserves. 
Without him, ECW would be a true 
disaster.” 

“Old ECW” fan Aiden Ludwig 
appreciated the story for a different 
reason. “I’ve been waiting for WWE 
to find some new talent that would 
mirror the talent of the original 
brand instead of relying on the tired 
gimmicks of the ‘90s. Punk is that 
guy. | see Punk as the first sign of 
better days for the new ECW.” 
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LITA THE TEASE 


I can’t believe Lita actually won the 
women’s title. Wasn’t she rumored to be 
leaving? Granted, I am happier to see her 
wrestling again rather than kowtowing to 


Edge in “boobili- 
cious” tops, but, if 
this is just another 
tease at a worthy 
women’s title reign, 
like the one Trish had 
that lasted all of 10 
minutes before her 
retirement, I'll take 
the second option. I 
hope this doesn’t 
become a trend, giv- 
ing women the title 
right before they split. 

MICHAEL LOUIS 

San Francisco, CA 


AJOB APPLICANT? 

I thought Bobby 
Roode cared about 
his career, his future, 
and about money. 
Then why? Why has 
Bobby Roode settled 
for “Boobs” 
manager (which were 
revealed on the Oct- 
ober 12 edition of 
Impact). He should 
have settled for 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED welcomes readers’ 
comments on any of our stories or columns. 


Send letters to: 

BETWEEN FALLS Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Or you can e-mail your comments to 
prowrestlingillustrated@yahoo.com 


Now, I don’t want to toot my own 
horn, but I would be a better manager than 
“Boobs.” Sure, I don’t have Traci’s 
boobs, but brains are always better. Of 
course, I am still having weight issues, but 


as alg 


brains instead of a [/ 


diva who wears 
skimpy blouses and 
skirts. She is advanc- 
ing Bobby Roode’s 
career closer to the 
back door instead 
toward a glorious 
path of gold. 


Traci Brooks is the wrong gal for the job of managing Bobby Roode, writes 
Denise Carter. Denise thinks Roode should focus more on brains and less 
on boobs—and Denise submits her own name for the job! 


I have dedicated myself to the gym 
and lost 20 pounds so far. I am not 
afraid to speak my mind, and I am 
not afraid to take one for the team. 
Sure, I have neither been hit by a 
chair nor have I ever hit anyone with 
a chair, but I am ready to learn. 
Roode needs to get someone who 
will stand up to Cornette and not 
flash the man. But Bobby Roode will 
learn when he is main-eventing in a 
high school gym in a dirty little 
town, losing to Buff Bagwell. Then 
Roode will realize he should have 
gotten brains instead of boobs. 
DENISE CARTER 
Stony Plain, Alberta 


Okay, really. I’ve had enough. 
Why won’t WWE just put Smack- 
down out of its misery? At Cyber 
Sunday, even though WWE was 
pushing fans to vote for Cena’s title 
to be put on the line, an overwhelm- 
ing amount of them still chose King 
Booker’s title. According to 
wwe.com, 67 percent of people want 
Booker to defend his Smackdown 
World title. What does that tell you, 
Vince? I think it says that fans want 
Cena (or anyone else) to merge the 
Raw and Smackdown titles so that 
Smackdown can finally be put to rest. 

And just when it looked like it 
was going to happen, that joke, 
Kevin Federline, came out and 
crushed all of our dreams. We were 
so close to finally seeing the end of 
the Smackdown title (and the ridicu- 
lous King Booker), but McMahon 
allowed “K-Fed” to interfere. Open 
your eyes, Vince, and give the fans 
what they’ve been begging for! 

JOSEPH BAUERLE 
Miami, FL 


I am shocked that TNA has given 
Kurt Angle such a great opportunity. 
I hope that he has a really good run, 
both for the sake of seeing some 
great matches and ensuring the future 
of TNA. I hope his first title shot is a 
submission match, and that his first 
reign lasts at least as long as 
Christian Cage’s. 


I also hope that 
TNA will try to re- 
cruit Chris Benoit, 
so he can experi- 
ence a resurgence 
similar to Angle’s. 
In my opinion, TNA 
is on top right now. 
Will TNA continue 
at this high-quality 
level for years to 
come, or will Vince 
McMahon get rid of 
Smackdown and use 
Raw and ECW to 
compete with TNA? 

ADAM HOOPER 
Feltham, Middlesex, 

UK 


What has hap- 
pened to “Hot Rod”? 
In °86, Roddy Pip- 
er was my number- 
one guy: talented, 
feisty, and so gosh 
darn adorable. I 
was so happy to 
see him come back 
as a semi-regular 
on WWE ... until 
Cyber Sunday. 
Who is this mutat- 
ed version of the 
man I once loved? 
Flair’s old too, but 
at least he’s in 


better than to disappoint his loyal 
fans by showing up on television 
with a beer gut and scruffy hair. 
Piper looks like Raggedy Andy 
out there! 

Thank the Lord he still has his 
wrestling abilities, or else there 
would be nothing left of the “Hot 
Rod” I once knew and loved. 

DIANA FONOVIC 
Montreal, Quebec 


I hate to say it, but I am beginning 
to think TNA may be better than 
WWE. First off, TNA has a much 
better tag team division. TNA also 


“Hot Rod” is no more, much to the disappointment of reader 
decent shape. “The Diana Fonovic, who is just grateful that Piper’s acumen is still 
Nature Boy” knows in tact—even if his pecs aren't. 


has a much better cruiserweight divi- 
sion, or X division as they call it 
(although I will change my mind if 
they keep having Kevin Nash stick 
his nose in the division). The heavy- 
weight division is still dominated by 
WWE, but Kurt Angle's defection to 
TNA may be just the shot in the arm 
they need to close that Gap. In a 
way, I'm glad TNA is around. It will 
take a while, but, in a couple years, 
we may see another promotional 
war, and, if Spike TV ever decides to 
move TNA to Monday nights, maybe 
The Monday Night War 2. 

BOBBY SCHUSCHU 

Cuyahoga Heights, OH 
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PW official ratings 


KING BOOKER 
250, Houston, TX 
(2) Smackdown World champion 
JOHN CENA 
260, West Newbury, MA 
{1) Raw World champion 
STING 
255, Venice Beach, CA 
(10) NWA World champion 
BRYAN DANIELSON 
185, Aberdeen, WA 
(5) Ring of Honor champion 
THE BIG SHOW 
493, Tampa, FL 
(4) ECW champion 
NAOMICHI! MARUFUII 
211, Saitama, Japan 
(7) GHC heavyweight champion 
JOHNNY NITRO 
204, Hanover, WV 
{-) WWE Intercontinental champion 
HIROSHI TANAHASHI 
227, Ogaki, Japan 
(-) IWGP heavyweight champion 
ROB VAN DAM 
237, Battle Creek, Ml 
(-) No. 1 contender: ECW title 
BATISTA 


For period ended November 7, 2006 


HOMICIDE & HERNANDEZ 

Combined weight: 495 pounds 

(2) NWA World tag team champions 

PAUL LONDON & BRIAN KENDRICK 
Combined weight: 380 pounds 

(1) SD World tag team champions 

RIC FLAIR & RODDY PIPER 

Combined weight: 492 pounds 

(-) Raw World tag team champions 

THE SPIRIT SQUAD 

Combined weight: 433 pounds 

(3) No. 1 contenders: Raw World tag team title 
CRYME TYME 

Combined weight: 500 pounds 

(-) No. 2 contenders: Raw World tag team title 
K.C. JAMES & IDOL STEVENS 

Combined weight: 472 pounds 

(5) No. 1 contenders: SD World tag team title 
RANDY ORTON & EDGE 

Combined weight: 485 pounds 

(-) No. 3 contenders: Raw World tag team title 
CLAUDIO CASTAGNOLI & CHRIS HERO 
Combined weight: 449 pounds 

(7) Ring of Honor tag team champions 

CODY RUNNELS & SHAWN SPEARS 
Combined weight: 467 pounds 

{-) OVW Southern tag team champions 

TEAM 3D 


318, Washington, DC 


{-) No. 1 contender: SD World title 


Raw World Champion: 
JOHN CENA 
(1) 260, West Newbury, MA 
1—JOHNNY NITRO 
(6) 204, Hanover, WV 
2—JEFF HARDY 
(1) 212, Cameron, NC 
3—TRIPLE-H 
(3) 274, Greenwich, CT 
4—RANDY ORTON 
(7) 245, St. Louis, MO 
S—SHAWN MICHAELS 
(4) 217, San Antonio, TX 
6—EDGE 
(5) 240, Toronto, Ontario 
7—CARLITO 
(9) 220, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
8—UMAGA 
(2) 348, Isle of Samoa 
9—RIC FLAIR 
(8) 243, Charlotte, NC 
10—SHELTON BENJAMIN 
(-) 245, Minneapolis, MN 
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Smackdown World Champion: 


KING BOOKER 
(C) 250, Houston, TX 
BATISTA 
(1) 318, Washington, DC 
2—BOBBY LASHLEY 
(3) 255, Topeka, KS 
3—CHRIS BENOIT 
(6) 224, Edmonton, Alberta 
4—KEN KENNEDY 
(2) 246, Minneapolis, MN 
5—THE UNDERTAKER 
(4) 304, Dallas, TX 
6—CHAWO GUERRERO JR. 
(-} 210, El Paso, TX 
7—REY MYSTERIO JR. 
(5) 163, San Diego, CA 
8—VITO 
(7) 250, Staten Island, NY 
§—GREGORY HELMS 
(9) 210, Raleigh, NC 
10—FINLAY 
(8) 235, Belfast, Ireland 


ECW Champion: 


Combined weight: 521 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: NWA World tag team title 


NWA World Champion: 


THE BIG SHOW JEFF JARRETT 
(C) 493, Tampa, FL (1) 255, Venice Beach, CA 
1—ROB VAN DAM 1—SAMOA JOE 
(2) 237, Battle Creek, MI (2) 270, Isle of Samoa 
2—TEST 2—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 
(3) 285, Toronto, Ontario (7) 210, Los Angeles, CA 
3—C.M. PUNK 3—AJ. STYLES 
(4) 210, Chicago, IL (6) 202, Gainesville, GA 
4—SABU 4—CHRISTIAN CAGE 
(1) 220, Bombay, India (3) 225, Toronto, Ontario 
S—MIKE KNOK S—IJEFF JARRETT 
(5) 250, Amarillo, TX (C) 230, Nashville, TN 
G—MAHONEY 6—RHINO 
(6) 361, Nutley, NJ (4) 275, Detroit, MI 
7—STEVIE RICHARDS 7—ABYSS 
(7) 227, Philadelphia, PA (+) 295, parts unknown 
8—THE SANDMAN 8—CHRIS SABIN 
(-) 244, Sandy, UT {-) 207, Detroit, MI 
9—MATT STRIKER S—SCOTT STEINER 
(8) 215, Bayside, NY (5) 275, Detroit, MI 
10—HARDCORE HOLLY 10—SENSHI 


(10) 249, Mobile, AL 


(8) 170, Brooklyn, NY 


AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Mike Dell; 1—Rudy 
Boy Gonzalez; 2—Jacob Ladder, 3—Darin Childs; 4—Prince Fontenot; 5—Don Juan; 
6—Showtime Summers; 7—Enigma; 8—Biohazard; 9—Brett Thunder; 10—Skitzo. 


APPALACHIAN WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Zodiok; 1—American Eagle; 
2—sllen Lynch; 3—Billy Maverick; 4—Shawn Christopher; 5—Wes Lynch; 6—Shane 
Matthews; 7—Gorgeous J.C; &—Ric Gunner; 9—Chris Vega; 10—Shane Andrews. 


CHAMPIONSHIP INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING: Champion—Dr. Feelgood; 
1— Big Will; 2—P.J. Flowers; 3—Big Hoss; 4—(CK3; 5—The Barbarian; 6—War 
Machine Nitro; 7—Dave DuPonte; 8—Xavier Justice; 9—Snakeman Devin Michaels; 
10—War Machine Mauler. 


FULL IMPACT PRO: Champion—Bryan Danielson; 1—Roderick Strong; 2—Davey 
Richards; 3—Shingo Takagi; 4—Homicide; 5—Colt Cabana; 6—Matt Sydal; 7— 
Delirious; 8—Erick Stevens; 9—Sal Rinauro; 10—Steve Madison. 


IWA FLASHFIRE: Champion—War Machine Tank; 1—Nick Hall; 2—Lance 
Christopher; 3—Crazii Shea; 4—Tommy Sawyer; 5—The Corpse; 6—Billy Starr; 7— 
Mark Mayhem; 8—Jomes T. Hunter; 9—Panhead Nelson; 10—Chris Mayne. 


MARYLAND CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Adam Flash; 1—Christian 
York; 2—Samoa Joe; 3—Christopher Daniels; 4—The Bruiser; 5—Chris Sabin; 6— 
Danny Jaxx; 7—Ruckus; 8—Eddie Edwards; 9—Alex Shelley; 10—Corporal Punishment. 


NATIONAL INDEPENDENT CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Mike 
Slaughter; I—Ken Steel; 2—Wyld Chyld; 3—Dustin Daniels; 4—Knightstalker; 
Damien James; 6—Darius Mackleford; 7—Kris James; 8—El Scorpiono; 9—Kasper 
O'Neil; 1]0—Joe Pore. 


NORTHEAST WRESTLING: Champion—Vacant; I—A.J. Styles; 2—Joy Lethal; 
3—Xavier; 4—Christian Cage; 5—Jerry Lawler; 6—Chris Sabin; 7—Abyss; 8— 
Romeo Roselli; 9—Sgt. Slaughter; 10—Josh Daniels, 


NWA UNIVERSAL: Champion—Rocco Valentino; 1—Justin Lee; 2—John 
O'Malley; 3—Spoiler 2000; 4—Bash; 5—Slam Shady: 6—Tim Warcloud; 7—Ryan 
Davidson; 8—Michael Barry; 9—AWOL; 10—The Mummy. 


NWA VIRGINIA: Champion—Sean Denny; 1—Grail; 2—Damian Wayne; 3— 
Masked Superstar Il; 4—Frank Parker; 5—Brandon Day; 6—Chris Dramin; 7—Mike 
Booth; 8—Shane Falco; 9—Scotty Blaze; 10—Big Tony. 


TNT PRO WRESTLING: Champion—J-Synn; 1—Phil Brown; 2—Kamala; 3—Kid 
Kash; 4—Sean Waltman; 5—The Barbarian; 6—Larry Zbyszko; 7—J.D. Michaels; 
8—Evan Karagias; 9—Gunner Scott; 10—Steve Corino. 


WORLD CLASS EXTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Aaron Devil; 1—Xavier Rush; 
2—Daniel Messina; 3—Josh Hunter; 4—Corey Edsel; 5—Big Law Man; 6— 
Hanglime; 7—Charlie Dreamer; 8—Tre G.; 9—K.C. McKnight; 10—D.Z. Hyde 


1—NAOMICHI MARUFUII 
(1) 211, Saitama, Japan 


ROH Champion: OVW Champion: 
BRYAN DANIELSON JACOB DUNCAN 
(C) 185, Aberdeen, WA (7) 335, Louisville, KY 
1—COLT CABANA 1—CHET THE JET 
(1) 235, Chicago, IL (C) 230, Buffalo, NY 
2—NIGEL MCGUINNESS 2—GUNNER SCOTT 
(2) 220, London, England (1) 230, Bayside, CA 
3—RODERICK STRONG 3—CHARLES EVANS 
(3) 205, Tampa, FL (2) 285, Third Ward, TX 
4—AUSTIN ARIES 4—DEVON DRISCOLL 
(4) 202, Milwaukee, WI (-) 220, Louisville, KY 
5S—SAMOA JOE S—SHAWN SPEARS 
(5) 270, Isle of Samoa (3) 235, Louisville, KY 
6—DELIRIOUS 6—MIKE CRUEL 
(-) 192, parts unknown (4) 210, New York, NY 
7—HOMICIDE 7—OLEG PRUDIUS 
(6) 220, Brooklyn, NY (5) 310, Moscow, Russia 
8—AAVEY RICHARDS 8—SETH SKYFIRE 
(7) 202, Othello, WA (6) 195, Birmingham, AL 
9—IJIMMY RAVE 9—ELIJAH BURKE 
(8) 175, Atlanta, GA (8) 230, Jacksonville, FL 
10—MATT SYDAL 10—JOEY MERCURY 


(10) 177, St. Lovis, MO 


{-) 213, Fayetteville, NC 


GHC heavyweight champion 


1—MISTICO 

aac, ee (1) 177, Mexico City, Mexico 

IWGP heavyweight champion 2—EL HUO DEL SANTO 
3—WMINORU SUZUKI (2) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico 

(3 220, Yokohama, Japan 3—BLACK WARRIOR 

All Japan Triple Crown champion (3) 201, Torreon, Mexico 
4—KENTA 4—NEGRO CASAS 

(9) 179, Saitama, Japan (4) 185, Mexico City, Mexico 
5—KOJI KANEMOTO S—ULTIMO GUERRERO 

(5) 205, Osaka, Japan (5) 200, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—TAKASHI SUGIURA TLANTIS 

(6) 216, Aichi, Japan (6) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico 
7—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 7—TARZAN BOY 

(7) 270, Tokyo, Japan (7) 199, Nuevo Leon, Mexico 
8—TIGER MASK IV 8—LA PARKA 

(-) 170, Uruyasu, Japan (-) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
9—JUN AKIYAMA 9—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 

(4) 231, Osaka, Japan (-) 200, Zacatecas, Mexico 

10—SHUII KONDO 10—ABISMO NEGRO 


(10) 220, Shizuoka, Japan 


(8) 211, Tabasco, Mexico 
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All I said was that 
it looked like his mask 
needed it's horizontal 

hold adjusted... 


SAKI SAVES TIME AND 


KENDO NAGA 


TAKES AN INSTA O MISTER J 


NT DISLIKE uy 


for a darker 
ora shed 
, more 
menacii 
ng Adrian Street, be meeting Little 


I'm not sure this i 
is quite 
Ceaaa Have you 


Who, or what 
does that ae 
think he is?I> 
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ILLUSTRATED | 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling INustrated magazine has all the | 

inside information you want and it’s only a phone call away. | 

if it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. | 

To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
MMustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 


PLUS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want to see in 
“ the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


call now! 
1-'300-226-4PWI 


B This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones, 


SE OE SSS Oe Sea 


*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
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